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CHAR I. 

THE ATTACHMENT OF A COURTIER, 



Andltove ^d FrieivUhip's finely pointed dart 
Fall blunted firom the indurated heart. 

Goldsmith* 

^ ▼ 6RD .Ra5rmond was only fon to the Earl of 
JLJ S— .* Like moft other young noblemen, he 
had fpent his youth in a f<>und of diffipated e>ctra- 
vagance, andj at the age of twenty-eight, though 
weary of the plcafiiTe^ which had allured his earlier 

^ years, and convinced of their fallacy, the way of 

life, which had been enibraced by choice^ Was 

continued from hkbit. Hit mind, though Seldom 

iKmtiliited by paffiwj was enerraled' by indolence. 

Vol. I. B and 
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^nd he wafted his hours in the fame unthinking 
round of feftivity, until a fevere fit of illnefs flop- 
ped him in his career of folly, and allowed him 
what he had never allowed himfelf,-f— leifure for re- 
flection. 

Though his heart was corrupted, bisjudgrnent 
was not fo abfolutely blindfolded as to fupport the 
retrofpedion of,his paft life, without fome 'fenti- 
ments of felf-accufation : but lie rather regretted 
his follies than repented his vices : the latter, as 
his morals were completely modern, he confidered 
through the moft indulgent medium, and diftin- 
guiQied by the gentle appellation of fafhionable le- 
vities } for the former he was lefs inclined to apo- 
logize, for it was an unqueftionable abfurdity to 
have wafted fo much of the prime of his life,, and 
laviihed fo large a portion of his fortune, without 
having formed any valuable connexions,, or fecu- 
red to himfclf one perm^ent advantage. He yra^ 
inccnfed at the unfeelirig difregard of thofe fa- 
vourite companions, who, after having {bared his 
pleafure and his purfe, (for to them his liberality 
had been unbounded,) defertedhim in the hour of 
his neceifity, and lefc him to pine in (olj|)ude and 
ficknefs. With fuch fummer-fricnd? be giofl: de- 
voutly determined to hold UQ future con^unicii^ 
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tion : and inthe petulance of difappointed expefta- 
tion, execrated the ingratitude of mankind, when 
he fhould rather have lamented the credulity whicH 
prompted him to fuppofe that the nobleft afFedlioti 
of the human heart could {loop to the fetters of 
pecuniary obligation. There is, and there ever 
was, friendfliip in the world for thofe who are con- 
tent to pay the price of it ; but that price is not 
money. 

The world has charms adapted to every period 
of life ; at the age of twenty-eight or thirty, the 
fedu£Kons of pleafure generally give place to the 
allurements of ambition. Lord Raymond looked 
back with contempt on the frivolous purfuits which 
had hitherto engaged his attention, and turned his 
views towards the aggrandi2iement of his future 
fortunes. The Earl, his father, whoft charaftcr 
was equally and ftrongly marked with avarice and 
ambition, had long endeavoured to indil thofe fa- 
vourite and ruling palfions into the bofom of hrs 
fon, and found it no difficult tafk to infpire it with 
the latter ; though, with refpeft to the former, he 
was lefs fiiccefsful, for avarice is not the vice of 
twenty-eight. He had long fecretly prdjeiSled an 
alliance between Lord Raymond and Lady Elinor 
Le/leyi ddeft, daughter of the Duke of B — j but, 
B 2 as 
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^s the lady poflefled np remarkable attra&ions, ei- 
ther mental or perfonal, he was fomewbat doubtful 
p{ his fon's acquiefcenqe with tbis favourite plan ^ 
find was rejoiced to Sindy on hinting-.it to him in 
one of the freq^nt; cqnverfa^tions which took placQ 
between them,, during \ns lordfliip's confinement, 
that^ inflead of .expreflix)g s^ny reluflance to thq 
idea of fuch a union, he received the propofal with 
fingular fatisfa6iion, and expatiated on the influ- 
ence, riches, and intereft of the duke's family, and 
jthe adv^ntage^ which would refult to bimfelf from 
an alliance with it, as copioufly and eloquently as he 
could himfelf have done. 

The Earl quitted him, and he walked about his 
apartment, to which he was ftill confined, miifjng 
on the fcheme which had juft been hinted tohimj 
and indulging himfelf in pleafing anticipations of 
future power and greatnefs, when the figure of 
Lady Elinor accidentally arofe to his imagination. 
He ftarted, for he had often feen Lady Elinor, 
though never without difguft. 

Though Lady Elinor Lcfley was in her thirty- fifth 
year, fhe had no reafon to complain of the ravages 
€>f time : her's was one of thofe faces which might 
bid defiance to that dreaded enemy to female beau« 
ty, for even the wrinkles of pW age had little 

power 
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power to leflen its attraAions. Her face was long, 
narrow, and of a deadly palenefs ; her treffes were 
of a fiery red, her mA retrouffe^ her lips rhin, he^ 
chin pointed, and her large projefting forehead 
almoft entirely edipfed a litile pair of round reddiih 
eyeSi-^Wch were never yet enlightened by one ray 
of fpi|pt or tntefligence. Nor was her perfon more 
captivating than her countenance : her feature wa&' 
diminutive, owing probably to a hurt flie had re- 
ceived in her childhood, which had deformed her 
ihape, and prevented her growth. 



CHAP, II. 

A RIVAL PORTRAIT^ 



The biuHilng rofe-bud, in its native bed, 
By zephyrs fanned and murm'ring fountsdns fed. 
In June's gay morn, that fcents^thc ambient air. 
Was not more fwee^ more innocent, or fail' 1 

Sewaiid. 

WHILST Lord Raymond continued to gaze 
with a fort of ftupified horror on the por- 
trait of his deftined'mate, thus prefented by buf/ 
B 3 fiancjr 
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f.iiicy to his mind's eye, another female phaiitcin 
aroi'e to bis contemplation, as if in malicious Goii- 
traft. It was the %Mre ,of a girl of feventeen, the 
form ftrikingly elegant, the face more captivating 
than beautiful, the countdnance glowing with the 
blopm of youth, and illuraii)ated with vivacity, 
was at once exprefilve of tlie quickeft intelligence 
and the fweeteli fenfthility. > 

" Sweet girl ! (he exclaimed, apoftrophizing 
this amiable vifion,) enchanting Rofina 1 how 
foft, how innocent, how engaging ! — And you 
wculd hdV2 loved me too ! I faw it in the fearful 
timid glance, the reddening ch^ek, the palpitating 
bofom. You were a novice, but I was an adept. 
And muft you yieW place, adorned as you arc with 
every charm of nature, every advantage of educa- 
tion, — muft you then yield place to this little fright- 
ful Hecate ?" A gaiuji glancing his thought on the 
figure of Lady Elinor, " This female Ouran-Ou- 
tang ! this difgufting complication of infignificance 
and deformity ! O gold> thou wonder-working 
metal ! how powerful are thy fpells ! Oaknibitipn, 
howirrefiftible are thy allurements !" 

Lord Raymond had a natural fondnefs for W9- 
men, .and a ftrong admiration of beauty, but it 

Vas 
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was a fort of unlverTal paffion : the love he was 
fufceptible of changed its objeds without regret, 
and frequentljr from no motive but a capricious 
fondnefs for variety. From the firft day he iaw 
Rofina, he conceived a pailion for her, which had 
rather more of fentiment in it than his paiTions ufu- 
ally had ; and, though he had never been a great 
admirer of the matrimonial connexion, he felt, 
that, v/ere the hand of Rofina to bind the chain, 
he could have ftooped to it without reluctance, 
had other circumftances been favourable ; but fhe 
was an unporttoned orphan, and he thought wed- 
lock a pill, which, to render it palatable, required 
atleafito be gilt. But, though an orphan and un- 
portioned, Rofnia's fituatton, in other refpe<Sb, was 
fuch as to preclude any difhonourable view, for ihc 
had noble and powerful proteftors. Lord Ray- 
mond was too much a man of the world to hefitate 
a moment in his decifton, and in abandoning thi$ 
lovely girl, for whom he felt a fonder paffion 
than he had ever known before i^ his felf knowled|ge 
and former experience conioled him with the re- 
flexion, that the charms of the firft pretty woman 
he happened to be ftruck with would operate like a 
fponge on his mind, and eafily wipe away the im- 
preflion made by thofe of Rofina. But, in this fqp- 
pofition, he found himfelf miftaken, for they often 
recurred to his memory with a poignancy which 
B 4 rendered 
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rendered his future gallantries muchlefs interefting 
than he had found the former. However, two 
. years of abfencc had now pretty nearly obliterated this 
remembrance, and it feldom arofe to recolleSion, 
except when recalled by fome accidental chain of 
thought. 

Lord Raymond on contrafting the ideal portrait 
of Rofina, with that of Lady Elinor, ardently 
wifhed for a moment that he could unite the na- 
tive attraftions of the former, with the adventitious 
iadvantages poffefs'd -by the latter : but as this was 
imprafticable, he determined to reconcile himfelf 
as well as he could to his deftiny, ^nd folaccd his 
fpirit with the confideration, that it would not be 
difficult to find' ibme feir and gentle daiiifcl, whofe 
beauty and blandifhments might compenfate to him: 
the want of perfonal attraSions in his lady. This 
point adjufted to his fatisfaftion, the rival portraits 
faded from hi^ view, which was again keenly 
da^ed forwards in queft of thofe flrining phantoms 
of intereft and ambition to which he voluntarily fa-. 
crificed every foftcr fenfation of his breaft. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. III.. -■ I : . 



Flatter and praife, comment ; extol their graces r 
Though ne'er fo black, (wear they have angclfaccs* 
The man who has a tongue, I fay is no man, 
' li wkh his tovgue he caonot winra wolnan^ 

' 8BAltlSFSAlll;» 

THOUGHithe,^i;iiag^^\»B9iianr fmr.adVanced^ 
'Xiord :fiji}iaite(ifsr.iredei»i!yi ms flow : the. 
phyilcians prefcrlbed for hun ;^3Gorei&^ mountam 
aify and goat's whey y and as the Duke of B 
and his ioLt^Wy -^^m at -that tifni^ on the coittin^nt^ 
smd their jeetura dot ejcpeS^ in leis than twa 
W)!9tlis,thejE«rl^iitoiiftlj.pi3B^ tacomidy. 

wUhl thcjj:,ad\(ift$^ ^4 it n^ reiUved that for this; 
purpofe, he fi\,9^}dim)ct^.vUit to anaumofhisi* 
B S whg^ 
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who refided at an eftate Ihe poiTefled near — ■ 
in South Wales. This lady, whofe name was 
Evelyn, was fifter to his depaited mother; her 
hufband had' enjbyecTsi confideraBle place at court, 
but his paternal fortune had been fmall, and at his 
deceafe, which happened not long after dieir mar« 
riagc, his widow, with a fpirit of oecohomy fuit« 
able to her circumffances, retired to the eftate above 
mentioned : where, forgetful of the gay purfuits 
which bad engaged hes eariier^ years, this good ^nd 
eftimable woman, retrenched every unneceflary 
expence, and entirely devoted her well-fpent life 
to the education of her childi'en^ and the regulation 
of her fomily. 

Lord RayiTK>nd was not natursllly unfeeling; he 
chcrifhed the memory of his mother with refpe£): 
and tendemefs; and* the boyifh fondnefs he had 
once felt for his ^aunt J^vdjtti,. lefl tuces in hh 
mind which rendered the idea^of the ^ropoied viiit 
not difagreoable ta him^ i ^ r . 

Previous to bis departure, the Earl thought it 
neeeilary to write propofals^ in form to the Duke : 
and he alfo darned it^ Mvlfeabk, that his letter 
ihould be followed u^'by an atixili^ billet <loux 
from Lord Raymohd* to;Lddjr Eliiior. ' 
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«< I write to Lady," exclaimed Lord Raymond, 
«^ your Lordfliip muft allow me to difpenfe with 
this part of the ceremony. Upon ray foul, I would 
as foon perfuade myfelf to write a billet doux to the 
witch of Endor ! what the devil can I fay to her ?'* 

** Pfliaw, any thing,'* returned the Earl, « com-^ 
plimenther on her charms to be fure j it has been 
remarked that people always write beft on imagi- 
nary fubjeds ; fwear you have languiihed in her 
chains thefe two years, though your tongue has 
been tied by the refpeflful timidity infeparable from 
a genuine tendemefs ; Write any thing that comes 
mto your head ; you can be at no lofs for the com^^ 
mon place cant necefiary to the occaiion, and 
your hvourite preceptor. Lord Chefterfreld, informtf 
you, that no flattery can be too grofs for a woman*'* 

«« But fuch a woman,* cried Lord Raymond, 
^ this Courtfhip and marriage will be altogether a 
moft damned dilagreeable piece of bufinefs ; I feaif 
I ihall dearly purchafe any advantage I may reap 
from it I heartily wiih your Lordftiip could con«» 
trive to get me married by proxy, like other great 
perfonages." 

*^ I heartily wifli I could," laid the Earl, <« I am 

confcious it muft be a ftupid affair enough > how- 

B 6 cver^ 
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ever, if it fbould be the means* of your being fent 
an a foreign embaffy through the Duke's intereft." 

«< O ! when that happens,*' faid Lord Ray- 
ihond, <^ I fhall think myfelf amply repaid for mf 
manifold mortifications s but in cafe of this event, 
I think I muft devolve die protedion of my cara 
^Ja on your Lord&ip ; {he would be a devilifti ap- 
pendage in a fordgn court. So come, now for it." 
Seating himfelf at a writing table as he fpoke. 
** Lovely Hecatifia have at yott#" 

He compofed, in a fewnninutjes^ thcfdlowing. 
cpiftle, which We fhall ejdiibit, not only as a fpeci-. 
men pf his LorcUhip^'s eloquence, but al(b as a 
model for fuch gentlemen as may hereafter find 
tbemfelves under fimilar embarrafTments. 

« MADAM," 

*^ IT muft undoubtedly appear fingular, that 
having fo long enjoyed the honour of your Lady-« 
ihip's acquaintance, I (hould have hithierto con-^ 
cealed, under the aifumed difguife of (Sftant, re- 
fpeft, the very uncommon impreffion, which, even 
on our firft interview I received from your charms : 
and it muft feem no lefs extraordinary, that I fhould 
have even Jhunned the prefencc of die encljantrcfs 

t * who 
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who had thus bewitched me; and voluntarily ab- 
fenced qiyfelf from the manflon of her noble father^ 
To extenuate this fipepaing incp^gruity la my con-( 
duUj I muft acquaint you, Madam, that I bad^ 
reafon to imagine my father's views, in refpedl to 
xny futui-e* eftahliibinent, coincided npjt witl^ 9iy 
p wn : or father, that he was partly engajje^ by ho- 
nour to anotJier iltuftrjous family ^^d^ I re^ly 
dreaded to trtift myfelf In yo^tv pr^feqce^jfint^J iv^ 
fo fortunate a^ to find that htSr wi4^Q$ ifv^f e^perfefSHy 
confonant with my own, and ths^ bq ^^^ed with 
rapture to the idea t>{ an alliaoce with yo^r no^c 
boufe, an idea fuggeftod tor him t^y :the ambitipn % 
feelto call: your Ladyfljipminc," .::;!:>.. , 

-•■■••■'■•( ■■ t- ■■ -ii . : t. 

<' If I fhould be fo Happy as to fuid feyoMr it\ th(^Q 
eyes, on which I have fo frequently gazed with 
aftohifhment, the moft fccv^nt of my vows wilLbe 
accompliOied, and my future cpn|d.u<^ iliall fully 
evince to ydu^ aUiheextentipftthereipe/Sl ^r\i t;en- 
dernefs with. Which Ih^v.^rtl^ hottQur»to fubfcribe 
in)felf> 

The moft obliged. 
And devoted of your Ladyfhip's Servants, 

RAYMOND. 

« I 
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« I believe it muff do/* faid the Earl, looking 
over his fon's epiftle, " but methinks you might 
have (pared your encomiums on her Ladyfhip's 
eyes.** - .. 

<* 1 have only laid, that I never gazed at them with- 
out aftoni&ment," replied Lord Raymond, "which 
is literally true : for never did the hand of nature 
ftick fuch a pair into thefkull of any living animal, 
except that of a Ferret ! Nor am I Icfs iincere in 
calling her a (brcerefs, and telling her I dread to 
enter her prefence; and when I fpeak of my ambi- 
tion to call her •mine, and pj-omife that my future 
condu£l fhall evince all the extent of my refjjeA 
and tendernefs, I imagine I ihall find no great dif- 
ficulty in keeping my woi:d J' ' 

r 

« I perceive^**^ (aid the Earl, ^ your vrfiolc 
epiftle is a double entendre^ fo, as the Lady will 
probably interpret it^ in Ae fenfe mpft foothing to 
her vanity, I thinffc'We muft let it pafs." 



CHAP. 



ioilNA. 15 



. C HA P. .IV. 

TH£ LITTI.B CR00K9,ACK. 



He is wit V pedlar, and rctais nis wares, 

At wakes and wafleh ^ m^liiigs, m^ketd, faiis. 



SHAKESPEARB* 



AyeAlv flayskfrielfthl^ cohverfation, Lord Ray- 
mond' fc< out ior Wafes, and arrived at 
Druid Grovei the feat of Mrs. Evelyn, without 
eticouritering any d^ger, or atchieving any ad- 
venture worthy to be recounted in thefe authentic 
memoirs. He was received by his aunt with rapture, 
and by hei* two daughters LUcy and Sophia, with 
every eng^iiig teftimony of innocent atfe<ftion : 

for 
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for the nearnefs ©f his relation to them, inJucei 
them to confidei him as a friend and brother ; and 
Lord Raymond poflefTed all that exterior polifh, 
thatfliintng xaa^flxQlliBaaBfifiW'^ich is often the 
refult of a confcious deficiency in point of intrinflc 
goodnefs. The man whofe heart bears teftimony 
to his integrity ; whofe honeft and candid bofom 
tnows *'no thought but what the world may hear j'*^ 
needing no artificial veil-td coiiceal the fentimcnts^ 
of a foul which defpifes diilimulation, and needs 
it not, will fometime$> too* Rttle folitftbus to form 
his manners, fuffer them to roughen into an un- 
gracious bluntnefs j .fpJCj\3?llQ will be at the pains of 
gilding a guinea, of which the fpecific value enfurcs 
general cirutation. .^ift he who u^ers a bafe and 
counterfeit coin^ mii{):;jie^Cje0afily.^pmbelUfli it with 
every external circumilance of allurement, whichi 
may contribute to eftablifh its currency. 

Lord Raymond,. ho^Qv^rp ^^5^,npt fo devoidjpf 
fenfibility,. ^^oot tc>^ hef pl^e^j^^ h^ re;qepfiqil at 
Druid Grove j for th« kixyi ^^ gentle. ofl^K^ss of at-f 
feftion, cannot lofe their e^eiSt on,a mind not to^.- 
tally degenerate. He admired Mrs., Evelyn's char^, 
rafter and conduit. There was fomething fpothing. 
to his foul, in the calm franquilUty ^l;iat i;eignj?d iu. 
her mianl^on, and exhU^rating. to Jjis. fpirits, ,**i^?t 

ail 
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air of contented gaiet)', that beamed from every* 
countenance around him. But, however pleafing^ 
this uninterrupted ferenity might at firft hai^e ap- 
peared, it muft foon have become idfipid to a man' 
of Lord Raymond's caft of charadcr, had it pot 
been enJivened by other fociety, and varied by 
other incidents. It Is true, he mightfor fonae time 
have contrived to amufe himfelf very agreeably, 
with flirtations with his young' coufins ;' but' Wis 
ipecies of entertainment was precluded, no kfs by: 
the appreheitiion of his aunt's penetration, than by 
refpe^ for her charaSer. 

Amongil the many bleffings polTefled . by Mrs*. 
Evelyn, file haid one real afRidion. Her eldeft; 
Ion, a promi&og young mah, was at^is|ierifl4xH^ 
ihe comineat : the fource of her veidatiOfliprQoefifl^ 
ed from her youftgeft. This boy, who ^om his 
entrlieft in&ncy had fhcwn anmncominon propen* 
fity to every fpecies of tnifcbicf j^ clambering ta 
tbetof^ ofatodder, wb^ he wasi only four years 
^Id, inil' being terrified by the cries of his nurfe, 
who had Imadvertendy fereamed out on being w:lt^ 
nefe to his danger, fell from a height of forty fe^t, 
and diflxKat^d the bones of his back in fucfa a man-^ 
ner, that his life was long deipaired of ; he, how« 
ever^ furvived the accident, though notthceifeSt 

of 



iB JR O S I N A. 

of it, a$ he ever afterwards remained, like his 
namefake Richard, Crookbacked. Happy! had 
the influence of this misfortune extended no farther ; 
but it operated by a chain of fubfcquent conlequen- 
ces, ho lefs powerfully on his mind than on his 
body, and rendered it in the end as diftorted ^nd 
perverfe,as his figure was deformed and mis-fliapen* 

The child long languiihed in a diforder, which, 
though flow, threatened to be mortal ; Mrs. 
Evelyn's father and mother, whorefi.^i in Glou- 
cefterlhire, arriving in London at that period^ and 
finding the fituation to which the child was reduced, 
infifted on taking him home with them, to which 
Mrs.Evel^^n the more willingly cctoftnted, as the 
phyfieians appeared to have fome Confidence In th«t 
e&cacyof the Briftol waters. Thus\i^sthe Littte 
Crodkback, as he was ufually called, configned 
to the protedibn of bis grandfather and grand- 
moitiet. The chiM hai naturally a good under- 
ftawjing, aiid a fprightlinefe ef tefftper, whicht 
vinder righ"t direj£Uoo> might have rendeitedhim a 
refpeSable character, and ah agreeable cornpanion ^ 
but the good old couple, very falfely imagining 
that his conflritutional infirmities ought to exempt 
him from 'every fpeciesof difcipline, determined to 
leave their little ward entirely - to nature, who, 

though 
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though fhe may be a good phyfician, is certainly 
in general, but an indifferent governefs. Thus 
left to himfclf, the Little Crookback obeyed with- 
out qontroul every dictate of his capricious fahcy. 
It js true, .hi3 grandfather kept a perfqn in the 
houfe, in the quality of his tutor, - rather for form's 
fakei, indeed, than for any ufe that was in Iiim ; foi: 
the boy at eleven years old, was become too head- 
ftrong to fubmitto any reftraint; infirudion he 
refufed to liflfen to, and reprehenfions he had learn- 
ed to. ridicule; yet his difpofitions, were not natUf 
rally vicious, but his ruling paifions was a fort of 
Tony Lumkin^like humour, which tendered mif- 
chitvous fun the fupreoie felicity of his exiftence.^ 
smd thofe imor^ the fervants who beft affifted 
kim in th< execution of his proje^^ b^caoie bi% 
bofom Iri^ndsiaQd faYOiiite!S>; 

, We naturally inutate'the manners of thofe with 
whooi wf are .«ve[n dtlven hytneceffity to aflTociatei. 
but iacUnatba adds alhirctneht to the prevalence 
of lexample i. and lit ivisi na wonder that little^ 
Richard toon adopted the xnanners, the Cbntiments, 
and ' the . dialeiSt of his favorite companions i his 
ideas funk cqmpletely to their level, and his con- 
verfatiofi penfifted for the moft part, of firings of 
tropes and figures, mprd than half unintelligible to 

thofe 
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thofc who were not initiated into the mj'fteries of 
their jargon. 

Mrs. Evelyn had, mean time, been j5re^ent^' 
by the death of her huAand, and the confequfent 
embarraffment of her afftiirs, from paying to this 
unfortunate child the attention which his iituation 
demanded ; and when her bufinefs, at le-rigth, aP 
lowed her to make a journey into Glouc€^fterihire, 
file was both (hocked and furprifed at his totals 
want of information, and the grofs vulgarity" of his: 
manners. In defiancie of the promifes and en*- 
treaties of the old gentleman, who now declared 
his intention of making Croofcbddc his, heir, ihe> 
ixerted thc^ afttthoricy of a pai'ent, and cmkiim^ 
iSiat too mttcfa time had already be^ loft, ibr tile 
boy was now thirteen years old, (he tore his^&om 
the arms of his aged guardians, who protefted wldi 
tears that they could not 6uvive his departure ; 
and placedkimataichool ofeftabHflied.rqFiitaeuiny' 
at leaift ah^ndred and fifty mUes from tbeTisfidense' 
of his grandfatben But Richard was tpo.'qocetttrie< 
a genius to fubmit to the diiciplinie of a> KchboL^ 
for fome (hoct time he diverted himielf with exer<* 
cifing his talents pn his ichooUfelbws^and pkying^ 
off biS'pt-aftical jokes on his ipteceptors | buit not^ 
9iuch celifliingithe fbund fb^ngs with Whidi he 

was 
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was fometimes rewarded for his wit, before the 
end of a month he thought proper to take a french 
leave 5 he decamped one morning before break of 
day, and without a crown in his pocket, contrive4 
to find the way home to the manfion of his grand-; 
fether, where he was received with fuch acclama- 
tions of joy, and welcomed with fuch fhouts of 
applaufe, as might have done honour to the trium- 
phal return of an Alexander or a S.qipio ; and the 
good folks whom the urchin found no difficulty to 
perfuade, that his elopement was entirely induced 
by an excefs of afFe£lion, which rendered it im- 
poilible for him to exift out of their prefence, en- 
couraged him in open rebellion againft his mother, 
and pofitively declared that he fhould never again 
he feparated from them. 

Thus rendered incorrigible by milplaced indul- 
gence, our Little Crookback gratified every im- .. 
pulfe of his mifchievous inclination, without con- 
trol or limitation, and became in a fhort time the 
llobin Goodfellow or Will o' the Wifp, not only 
of his own, but of the furrounding parifhes: an 
eternal enemy to the lepofe of his fellow-creatures, 
and a common nuifance to fociety. Some months, 
however, previous to the prefent aera, fortunately 
for him, the deceafe of bpth grandfather and grand- 
mother. 
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mother, who died moft fympathetically within a 
few weeks of each other, fet him adrift, anc^ 
bbliged him to return to the manfion of his mother ; 
and as he was only feventeen, Mrs. Evelyn hoped 
to reclaim him by indulgence, -and wean him by 
degrees from his mifchievous propenfities and 
fondneft for low company ; which, fo long as it 
fubfifted, fhe well knew muft inevitably render all 
her exertions inefFeftual. The vifit of Lord Ray- 
mond was peculiarly pleafing to her at this period, 
as fhe thought he might be greatly ferviceable to 
her in her attempts to mould this untutored cub into 
a human fimilitude. 

Richard, who, like many other people, was apt 
to diflike others for pofleffing the advantages he 
was confcious of wanting himfelf, and who enter- 
tained, befides, a mortal antipathy to every idea of 
elegance aiid politenefs, conceived at firft a ftrong 
prejudice againft Lord Raymond; and anfwered 
every attempt at converfation he addrefled to him, 
with a grufF monofyllable : in a fliort time, how- 
ever, he became foft^ried in his favour, and even 
allured into intimacy by the eafy complaifance of 
bis manners, which won fo much on liis efteem, 
that in a few days he declared to one of his confi- 
dents in the ftable, that " his coufui Bob,'* as he 

familiarly 
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iamiliariy ftyled Lord Raymond, " was a damned 
pleafant dog, and had a deal of fpunk in him ; 
I thought," continued he, "your Lords were fort 
of gentry that muft always keep bowing and fcrap- 
ing, and making fine fp^eches, for all the world like 
fo many french dancing mafters, quite on the 
grand pas ; but inftcad of that, he can be almott 
as agreeable as the beft of us, and he and 'I dre 
hand and glove already." 
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A MAN OF BUSINESS INTRODUCED* 



ABOUT a week after Lord Raymond's arri- 
val, Mrs. Evelyn received the following 
letter : 

To Mrs. Sophia Evelyn. 

" MADAM," 

<^ I encloie you a draft on Mr. Timothy Doo- 
little, of Liverpool, Hardwareman, fi>r lool. 
ilerling, being in full for half a year's int^eft, re- 
ceived on bank ftock, Feb. 14, 1777* Thou^t 
beft to defer this remittance till I could get a draft 
well indorfed, and on a good man. Shall have the 
pleafure of calling to take your commands, in my 
way to Bath, being now at Carnarvon) Nordi 

Walts, 
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Walei, widi mf daogbtsr 'in-law and her two 
daughters. ShaU hope to hear from jrou by re- 
turn of pof):, and am, ^ 

Madam, 
Your friend and fervant, 

GRJICORY CRUBTOK. 

As the writer of this letter had been related to 
Mrs* Evelyn's haA>and, and fince his death had 
disanfe^ed many affairs of confequence for herfelf, 
with equal probity and pun^uality, ihe immedi- 
«te]y anfwerod it by a polite invitation to Sir Gre* 
gory (for he was a baronet), and the ladies, his 
companions^ of whom (he had alfo fome know^ 
ledge, to pafe fome time at her houfe, previous to 
their proceeding to Bath. Her invitation was ac« 
cepfed, and foon afterwards Sir Gregory arrived 
with the ladies, whom he efcorted, to the great 
dejight of Ridhard, who, rubbing his hands, and 
capering about the room, told Lord Raymond they 
were a curious group of originals, and promifed 
to fhew him fine fport with them. But as the 
bu'onet hiiiifi^lf aSs no inconfidcrable part in the 
fcenes of the following drama, it may be necefTar^ 
to introduce him and his family more particularly 
to the reader. 

VOI..L # C Sir 
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Sir Gregory Grubton was ipow in the fixty- 
fccond year of his age ; his figure was large, cor- 
pulent, and heavy, and his broad, jolly, unmean- 
ing phyfiognomy, though it promifed no great fu- 
periority ofunderftanding, indicated qualities more 
truly valuable, an eafy. temper, and a benevolent 
difpofition. As Sir Gregory at his entrance into 
life, had little probability of inheriting the title 
and eftate, which afterwards devolved to him, his 
education hftd been fuitable to his then profpeids, 
his youth had been fpent in his father's 'counting- 
houfe, and on the death of the old gentleman, he 
found himfelf well eftabliflied in buiUiefs and cre- 
dit. As his genius was rather of the mechanical 
kind, 't is very likely he might have plodded on 
in the fame beaten track, for very many years, 
without ever dreaming of leaving it, even to ftep 
into the matrimonial circle, had it not happened 
that about ten years after the death of his father, a 
moft capital bargain of hops fell in his way, and 
being fome what pinched for ready money, on ac- 
count of the ftoppage of payment of a hdiife, with 
which he had confiderable dealings; in cafting 
about how he might contrive toraife it, it fuddenly 
occurred to him, that an opulept neighbour of his 
hfd a daughter to difpofe of, whofe fortune would 
ahfwer moft opportunely to the prcfent exigence. 

He 



He accordfngly made a direft application, wbich 
was favourably received, and as he was in a hurry 
left his bargain (hould flip his fingers, he profe- 
cuted the matter with fo much induttry and atten- 
tion, that in lefs than a fortnight, he had the la- 
tisfa6lion of feeing his wife fixed in his parlour, 
and the hops fettled in his warehoufc. 

This good couple led a decent, fober, regular 
life together for feveral years ; they had only one 
fon, whom they brought up in the fante family 
train, which had been purfued by his progenitors 
from generation to generation. At the cxpira- 
*tron of about twenty years, iaowever, Mr. Grub** 
lon*s trariquiUity was in feme d^rec interrupted by* 
the death of his wife, but inftcad of fufFering his 
fpirits to fmk under this calamity, he exerted them 
in a manlier which perhaps few hufbands^ who 
really cfteemed their wives, would be capable of 
doing. Being of opinion that he could not more 
worthily evince his refpeft to the memory of fo 
notable a helpmate, than by feeing that the lafl 
duties he owed her were performed with adequate 
folemnity ; he went himfelf to the undertaker's, to 
order the arrangements for the funeral, and be- 
ftirred himfelf fociFeftually in other neceiTary par- 
ticulars, that in lefs than twenty-four hours, him- 
C 2 felf. 



-•8 RO&INA* 

tdfj hisfunily, and €verjr apartment ia his, koufe 
were completely covered with black, exhibiting a 
moft lugubrious appeiarance, no lefs edifying to the 
fpe£btorS| than honourable to the merits of th9 
defunA. 

After having at the ufual time followed his la-p 
mented (poufe to the grave, feen the funeral obfe- 
quies performed, and the oonfecrated earth covered 
with a handfome ftone, properly decorated with 
emblematical deadis heads and marrow bones^ 
and infcribed widi vcrfe& moral and religious, (the 
j)rodudion of the clerk of the parifl). Mr. Gre«- 
£ory Grubton bent his fteps homewards, and i^ 
his courfe thither, ftq>ped into the warehoufes of 
a neighbouring merchant, to chs^er a little about 
a parcel of dye^fiuffs, ~ whidi he had a mind to 
^urchaft. * 



C»AP 
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CHAP. VI. 



MORB MBM0XI18 OF THB MAN OF BUSINESS. 

MR. Grubtcm and his fon coxitinufid to jog an 
quietly in the old way, for fome years fuh* 
iequent to this event, and might poffibly hive 
done (o much longer. Had not die youth ha^ftened 
-tb^ caft the eyes of tnatrimonial affedion on the 
widow of a very rich mercer, wfao refided Hi the 
neighbourhood, and indeed, if we are to give any 
cre£t to ^die reports of the fcandalous chroniclesi 
it was the artful baits, and ftudied allurements of 
the fair reli^l \i^ich firft infpired him wtth tMs 
jiaf&on ; many people were alfo fo cenforious a» to 
hint diat one of her dsMighters would have been a 
more fuitable match for young Grubtoni dian the 
C3 lady 
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lady herfelf; but (he was of a very oppofite opinion, 
as itirequently happens in (imilar cafes. Her late 
hufband had been one of that hen*pecked genera* 
tionv.who patiently bead their neck% beneath the 
defpotic yoke of petticoat government, and influ- 
enced in thisi as well as in all other matters, by 
her fovereign will and pleafure, had left all his 
pofleifions abfolutely at her difpofal. Mr, Grub- 
ton^ fenior had nothing to objefl againft (o pru* 
dent a connexion, and after fome delays and de« 
murs about fettlements, the ceremony was per- 
formed. 

The new Mrs. Grubton, though not of the 
mofl amiable difpofition iii the world, endeavoured, 
jiotwithftaiiding, to ingratiate heifelf with her fa- 
ther-in-law, who though he had made a handfome 
fettlement on his ion,, ftill retained in his pofleffion 
a property fufEcient to excite her. avaricious pro^ 
penfities ; and as the good man wa» not extremely 
acute in tracing effeds to their caufes, ihe fue- 
ceeded to her wiih, and gained in time no jQigbt 
afcendant over him. Shortly after the marriage 
of his fon, Mr. Grubton found himfelf moft un- 
expedledly elevated to the rank of a baronet by the 
accidental death of two young gentlemen, his dis- 
tant relations,, who had bod\ been unfortunately 

drowned 
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drowned at the fame time by the finking of a plea- 
fure barge. There was ah'o an cf^ate annexed to 
the title, of which he was of comr fe the inheritor. 

This acquifition of rank brought with it, no 
doubti an acceflion of felf-confefquence j but the 
exultations of our new baronet on this occafion, 
fell infinitely ihort of thofe of his daughter-in-laW, 
who found herfelf raifed by this unhoped-for event, 
to a rank beyond her moft fanguine expeftations— 
a rank but one degree beneath nobility. But 
behold on what unftable foundations we erefl the 
fairy fabrics of hope, at the moment when (be 
fondly anticipated her future greatnefs, and in- 
dulged her ardent wifhes for the arrival of that 
happy hour, when the death of his father ihould 
devolve his title on her hufband, and ihe {hould 
enjoy the inexpreffiblc rapture of having her cart 
tickled with that fyren found, your ladyfhip ; the 
malignant fate who prefided over her deftiny, fud- 
denly ihapped the thread of her bufband's days, and 
reduced her to the extreme of mifery, the very 
deepeft abyfs of defpair. 

Her ambition and vanity thus deprived of their 

lis^tural fupport, twined themfelves round the aged 

/ .;. C 4 trunk 
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trunk of her father-in-law, part of the lufire of 
wbofe title would ftUI, flie iniagined, refle£i upon 
herielf, and her children ; and as he had ho near 
relations, (he defpaired not of reaping more fub- 
.ftantial advantages, by cultivating his good graces. 
She found no great difficulty in per&ading him 
that his prefent profeffion was utterly inconilftenC 
widi his newly acquired dignity ; and that to dA 
^ in conformity with it, it was neceflary be (houU 
difengage himfelf as foon as poffibfe, from his mer* 
cantile avocations, and leaving his old neighbours 
and companions to fiich grovelling purfuits an4 
amufementB » were adapted to theif ^ere of 
li&, take a hoofe at the Weft end of the town^ 
:and endeavour to introduce bimfelf into^that re^ 
fpciSiable and £ifliionable fisciety with whom hih 
title and fortune now placed htm on a levd. ^It 
would found very finely indeed, (contismexi Mra^ 
Grubton,) were it to be neported at St. James^ 
that Sir Gregory Gmbton, Baronet, tlie h& bnuidi 
of a noble family, the proprietor of large poOeC- 
fions, was feen at the club iaft night, tippling porw 
ter and fmoking tobacco with Mr. Kitchin, tile 
foap -boiler; Mr. Crump, the tailor; Mr. Bugg, 
the upholfterer, and the reft o£ the vidgar Cfew, 
with whom you have wafted j<mx time,, inftead of 

aiTociating 
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alTociatiflg with people of confequeace like faat' 
fclf." 

*< Why, to be furc, (replied the Baronet^) eveiy 
body ought to keep company with his equali>'-^ 
that's for certain ; and it would look very ridicu- 
lous to fee Mr. Grim(haw, our churchwarden, fit- 
ting fruoaking in a tap«-rooni with Tim Maltocky 
thcfescton." 



<< AfTuredly ! (fitid Mi^. Grubtoas) and, be- 
lieve me, your refidence in the city is no lefs abfurd 
and out of charaAer." 

*< Was there ever fuch a thing h«ar<l of! (re- 
joined Mifs Lreatherdaje, Mrs. Grubton's eldeft 
d^ghter ;) was there ever fuch a thing h^u-d of 
as a baronet in Lombard-Hreet f Indeed, grand- 
papa, (a title with which thefe young ladles had 
thought p#oper to hon6ur Sir Gregory fince his 
acceifion to his new dignity,} I am quite amiuud 
how you can endure to live in this nafty, abomimu 
bk, old houfe.'^ 

« As abominable as you may think it, I can tell 
you, mHs, there has been a deal of good money 
made in it I well remember^ when I firft look 
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it, it wa« contrary to the advice of my friends that 
I went under fuch a heavy rent ; though, what 
with letting of lodgings, and one thing or other, 
I thank God, my landlord was never obliged to 
call twice for his rent from that day to this ; and 
that is more than fome of my neighbours can fay 
for themfelves, though,, may be, they have held 
their heads higher* than I did. Howfomever, as 
I was faying, all this is neither here nor there.— ^ 
. Win gold and wear it,— that^s my motto; and, 
now that I have got above the wodd, it is very 
iair that I fliould look about me a little, reft from 
my labour, and take my pleafurc v and, to be fure, 
now that it has pleafed God to make me a baro- 
net, there can be no barm in leaving this here 
part of the town, iwid ftriving to fcrape acquaia- 
tance a little with people of faftiion like myfelt'* 

A houfe was accordingly taken jn Su James's 
Street, and, as Mrs. Grubton h^d the entire di- 
redtionof the furniture, &c. Sir Gxegory foon 
found himfelf lodged in a manfion not infieripr in 
elegance to thofe of the courtly tribe, by whom 
he was furrounded, and Mrs.. Grubton, in pure 
loving kindnefs to her fether-ia-law, let her own 
ho»fe, and came to refide, wi«h.her two daugh- 
tei:5> in hjis. 

6 They 
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They muft be forry philofopheps, as well as 
fhallow obfervcrs, who have not perceived how 
ftrongly the magnetic quality of gold operates on 
the furroundiag objefts. The metal with which 
Sir Gregory's pockets were loaded foon drew ag- 
round him a crowd of vidtors, who, inftigated a» 
they might have been by a variety of motives^ 
all concerned in loading the good Baronet with 
teAimonres of efteem and proteftations of friend* 
fl)ip.' To his houfe, and the entertainment it 
afforded, they were all welcome j but when fome 
of them advanced to clofer attack, and would have 
made depredations on his purfe, they found it as 
cloiely fealed up as a Dutch money-bag, and nei- 
ther perfuafion, flattery, nor intreaty, produced the 
leaft effect on its unreknting firings; for Sir 
Gregory refolutely refufed to advance one two- 
penny piece> unlefs fecured by fuch good fubftan- 
tial mortgages as his lau}er fbould approve* — 
Landing money on other terms, he obferved, was 
quite outof courfe. He had not lived fo long in the 
world without knowing what was what better than 
that came to j he had not got his money for no^ 
thing; he defired no more than lawful interefl-^ 
^d ^e leaft he could expect for, it was good landed 
fecurity, 

C 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP, VIL 

THE ARRIVAL OF VISITORS. 



• Replete with mocks. 



Full of comparlfons and wounding flouts. 

Shakespeahs. 

BUT Sir Gregory's change of iituatton was 
foon productive of a confequence of ^icb 
Mrs. Grubton had been little aware. Since the 
death of his wife, hfs mind had been too much 
cngroffed by bufinefs, and his head too much 
crammed with hops, dye-fluffs, tobaccos, &c. to 
admit any ideas irrelative to thefe confequential 
fubjeds; but now that it was pretty well cleared 
of its commercial ideas, its emptinefs began to 
be occupied by others of a very different nature; 
and an overture, which was made him by a friend 
of his, who had a daughter to difpofeo^ produced 

fo 
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if? 

h great a revolution in the old gentleman's fenti- 
, ments, that Mrs. Grubton, with infinite confter- 
nation, bebdd the fabrick of her nei;idy->airumed 
authority nodding to its fall> and determined to 
prop the finking edifice by counterading the pro* 
pofed alliance by every means in her power; re- 
folving not to reje<^ even the moft illicit. Her 
artifices fucceeded for the prefent ; but, apprehend 
five left fome accident might renew the treaty thus 
interrupted by her fubterfuges, ihe contrived to 
engage Sir Gregory in this tour to Wales, hoping 
by this means to wean him entirely from the at- 
tachment he was beginning to form. They were 
accompanied in their journey by the two Mi6 
Leatherdalef, die daughters of Mrs. Grubton's 
iirft marriage. Thefe young ladies, for the fake 
of variety it is to be fuppofed, thought proper to af- 
fume different characters. : the eldefl chufe that of 
a fine fafbionable young lady, and her fifler ufually 
performed a fort of mungrel part, fomcthing be- 
tween ah Ardadian fliepherdefs and X fentimental 
heroine* 

Such a group as this was calcukted to afford 

tnuch entertainment to Lord Raymond. Richard, 

who five or fix years before had vifited London 

with his grandfather^ had lodged with him in the 

4 houfe 
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houfe of Mrs. Grubton's firft hufband, and was^ 
from this circumflance^ beconle intimately ac- 
quainted with all the family, affumed to bimfelf 
the office of announcing the quality of the new 
guefts, and introducing them to Lord Raymonds 

** This old Grecian (faid he, beginning with 
Sir Gregory) is Sir Gregory Grubton, at your 
Lordfliip's fervice; but, do not you now be taking 
it into your nob that you have got into company 
with one of your city aldermen, that has got 
himfelf knighted for cramming with cuftard and 
fluffing down calipalh and calipee; no fuch mat- 
ter, I allure yoU. The perfon before you is as 
good a baronet as any in the three kingdoms, 
though formerly a dealer in tobacco and indiga^ 
thanks to the Fates, that fnipped the windpipes of 
two or three coufms of his juft in the nick of 
time!'* 



• «t You were always a jefter, Mr. Richard 
faid Mrs. Grubton, in a tone of difpleafure. 



y 



«* Fmtb> then !• (fard Richard,) now we talk of 
the Fates, I know no one that has fo muqh reafog 
to be obliged to them as yourfelf. They baye 
helped you to plant a brace of liuibands undei: th/e 
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fod already. There they lie, poor men ! cheek by 
jowl, I warrant you j quiet and comfortable, with 
their wooden furtouts on." 

" Heaven defend me, Mr. Richard ! (exclaimed 
Mrs. Grubtom,) what can you mean by this hor- 
rible talk I You really make my hair ftand oa 
end!" 



" Aye, but, as horrid as it is, you are begin- 
^iKg to look about you , already, to fee whom you 
can hook into your clutches » As demure as you 
look, the devil a bit of nun's flefli you have iji 
your compofition I'* 

*' I muft abfolutely leave the room F" faid Mrs* 
Grubton. 

*' Pray, brother Richard !" faid Lucy, greatly 
didreiTed at his rudenefs and vulgarity. 

« Indeed, Mr. Richard, (faid the eldeft Mifi 
Leatherdale,) I am extremely aftoniflied you can 
be fo monftrous rude to mamma.** 

** Ha I my old playmate, Doll Tearflieet,^ from 
Cheapfide ? who ever dreamed of meeting you 
amongft the Welib mountains^ tranfmogrified into 

Mifs 
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Mifs Dorothy Leatherdale, ftep-grand-daughtcr 
;by marriage to Sir Gregory Grubton^ Baroaet. 
And my ancient crony, Nell Gutckfy, here me- 
tamorphofed into the beautiful Eleanora*-' 

« Lord, Mr. Richard," faid the youngeft Mifs 
Leatherdale, ** I wi(h you would lay afide that 
horrid, vulgar praftice of giving people nick- 
names." 

<« O dear ! times are altered with you, I find. 
Do you remember all the fine games of romps we 
ufed to have behind the counter and irt the ware- 
rooms ; and how your poor father (Lord be merciful 
to him,) ufed to be obliged .to lace your backs well 
with his yard, to keep you from running out into the 
ftreet, and romping with the 'prentice boys. — Aye, 
there was fome good in you then j but now, you 
are fo (lifF and fo ftarched, and think yourfelves 
fuch fine ladies, forfooth. — Do you remember—" 

" I really don't remember any thing of the 
matter," faid Mifs Eleanora, eagerly interrupting 
him. 

" Hard for you indeed, child" £iid Mrs. Grub- 
ton, to whom tb^ priefeiice of Lord Raymond ren- 
dered 



dered tbefe adlufions to pad times not a litdef mor« 
lifying-^Mr. Richard muft ceruinly have drcaaiod 
all thi« fluff." 

<< O yes! very li^ an oti««l!-«Bttt fliui&P-« 
liere comet motber .'^ 

The eotraiice of Mrs* Evelyn, the otAj^fuhtk 
on earth for whom Richard entertained the iligbtcft 
Tefpe£l» sow flopped him in his career; the con-* 
yeriationtook another tarn;, and Lord Raymond 
aiked the ladies how tbey laked Wales, 

: ^ O damming ! deligbtltil ! enehantiiig !^— - 
exclaimed Mifs Eleanonty ^^ I. think I never befbrt 
knew what it was to exift— 4iitherto I have only 
vegetated There is ibmetfaihg fo divine in find* 
sng one's felfjip in die clouds ;-~«nd tjhen tho 
fields look fo greien, and the birds fing fo melo* 
dioufly^ and the flowers burfting froiiv their foliage 
Car joy, as it wene to falute the rays of the fiui*--* 
Every thk^g looks b poetiical, that it is altogether 
^uke extattc.'^ 

f^ Yes, it is very handTome indeed," laid Sir 
Gc^gory, who had never before been twen^ miles 
from Ix>ndon; ^ to bt fine, I had often heard of 

hills 
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hills and mountains, but I had no notion of what 
they ^crc, until I journeyed to this ber^ part of 
the world ; and when 1 firft faw them at a diftance> 
I proteft I took them for clouds, and thought the 
folks were only humbugging me, when they told 
me I was to pafs over them. And as to the fea^ 
it is a wonderful fight, to be fure : one could hardly 
believe there was fo much water in the world; 
and it quite puzzles a body's head, and throws one 
into a fort of bewilderment or doldntm, as i^ were> 
to fee it going and coming, and coming and goings 
world without end, for evermore/^ 

Thus did Sir Gregory deicribe his ieniktsons oa 
viewing the multitudinous caanJ* 

<< BefideS)'' continued he, <« it is hard to think 
what ufe there can be in fo much of it} for 
you fee, if the ground it covers was well culti- 
vated, it might bring corn and grafs, oats and po- 
tatoes, and be a great deal more ufeful than that 
prodigious quanti^ of fait water, that is good for 
neither man nor beaft; except that a little of it 
might be ferviceable by way of phyfic: and it 
would be no bad thing to have a pond of it to dock 
in, for fuch as need iti — But you know a finatt 
matter would be fuffigient for that«'* 

<^ And 
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*' And yet," faid Lord Raymond, fmtling, 
" philofophcrs tell us it is not without its ufes. 
In commerce, at leaft, you tnuft often have ob-^ 
ferved the advantages refulting from it.*' 

" Why, for certain," replied Sir Gregory, " if 
we were to brihg our cooimodities from foreign 
markets by land carriage, it would l>e a dear mode 
of contreyance, and coil us a deal more money than 
the fright of them does by fea. — But what of that i 
•—You know we muft make outx>ur charges, and 
fix our prices according to our invoices and biils 
of lading; fo you fee, at long-run^ it is the buyers 
that would pay for the roaft," 

Lord Raymond perceiving that Sir Gregory 
underftood, in a limited fenfc, what he bad meant 
in a general} purfued the converfation no farther. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

CHA11ACT£RX8TXC CONVlRfATIOy. 



Gcteii fields, and ihady grovesy and fiker (pcagSf 
And larks, and nigbting^ea, are odtovs thiags i 
Black kenners abfent pdovrs (he r^^tt» 
And ftops her nofe at beds of violets. 

YOUNO. 

LORD RAYMOND turned to thecldeft Mifi 
Leath^rdale, who f^t leaning on a fi)pfaa9 
with an air of afFeAed nonchalance, and enquired 
whether fhe was as much delighted with the beau-> 
ties of nature as her fifter profeffed herfelf to be i 

She replied, that fhe v/as very unfortunate in 
not having half fo much tafte as her fifter j but 
that, fo far from being charmed with rural retire- 
ment, (he thought it the moft infipid thing £X- 
ifting,— *As to the finging of birds, (he thought it 

pleafant 
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plealant enough tp hear one or two of them in ^ 
cage : but that fuch a moltitade of them fcreaming 
in the open air always gave her a violent head-ach. 
To be &re, in autumn, when there were no people 
of fafhion in town, the country might do , well 
enough— one might as well ftupify one's felf there 
as any where elfe: but at this feaTon of the year, 
(be confededf fhe could pafs her time much more 
agreeably s^t^oi^gft the arpufements of de^ London, 
than in bei^g rumbled up and down fright&l monB- 
Uin& and precipio^ where flie could not help 
fcreaming with terror at every ftep; for fhe had 
unfortunately the weakeft nerves in nature, and 
^ was timorous to a degree^-— That to her, the.fca 
was the mpft horrible obje<% ihe had ever .behc]d $ 
and ihe jjid.nof: believe the wealth of the Indies 
could induce her fa,,vei^re berfelf on it for a 
finglehalf-hour!" , 

Mifs E^leanor^ n9W ftp6d forth the Champiohefs 
Df old Ocean, ai^y for half an hour^ declaim^ 
moft pompoufly on the wonders of his Fejgn. 

Lord lUyniond liAened to this oration with ^f^ 
fe^d pleasure, complimented Mifs Eleanora on 
h«r tafte for the fublinie beauties of nature, nott 
i^mit^g, al;'thc fiitm/^ tim«i tp tfarttwin a iew cob- 
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lateral encomiums on the charming delicacy and 
amiable timidity of her fifter: and thus, at a cheap 
rate, purchafed die entire approbation of both 
young ladies, and that of their mamma into the 
bargain. 

« When the fox preaches, let the goofe be- 
ware !" cried Crook-back, who had for fome time 
liftened in filence. *' What a pair of fools you 
are, not to perceive that he is otAy buttering you 
up with hi^ French compliments, and laughing in 
his flceve at you all the time," 

But as we are not apt to give credit to dif- 
a'grecafele truths, thofe uttered by Richard made 
little impreffion on the young fediei, who conti- 
nued to fuftain their fblf-aHotted parts with great 
propriety throughout the courfe of the evening. 

But affeSation is a diftortion ot the mind, 
whith, though like that of the body^ it may at firft 
attraft attention, muft ultimately create difguft. 
Lord Raymond was foon fickened with the ridi- 
culous grimaces of the Mifs Leatherctales, and 
found much more fatisfa£iion in converfing with 
Sir Gregory, who expreffed hrs feelings and kn-- 
tlments, fuch as they were, with all Oie unftudied 

fim^icity of nature. 

CHAP. 
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CKAP/ IX: 



RVRAL HAPPINESS. 



■.^ 



I ts bplands (loping, defck thd nloimtaifi's fidfe, 
^Woods oi'er woods in gay theatric pride, 

r ^ Goldsmith. 

THE next mocmtig) Lord |laysnond) allured 
.^y,tbe'fineaef^ p^^the wf ather, rambfed put 
alonC} an^^waad^red t9 the diftance offome mi^s 
about the country., On his return, finding himfelf 
fatigued, he enquired of a peafant the ihortefl way 
to Dri|id, prov^ and yfas dife<^ed through a pat{i 
he had ne;v?r trod before,^ After walking, at)pYe 
^f w hour, as he w^ not p^eiTed.for tipie, he fat 
down beneath ^he (hade of fome trees, to, enjoy the 
fr^ihnefs of the breeze, and the beauty of the land- 
fcape which lay fpre^d before hiro. The obj^ft 
which princips^ly.fixj^d his attention, > was .a. ^^ttage, 

buUt 
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built on a hill, oppofite to that on which he was 
feated. It was neatly whlte-wafhed, and thatched 
with ftravr; the door and windows were paint- 
ed green. On one fide, a luxuriant vine man- 
tled it to the top; the other was covered with 
woodbine, intermixed with th^ elegant foliage of 
the paflion-tree, which hung in wild feftoons acrofs 
the window. The declivity of the hill, down to 
a rapid, though not very broad river, which ran 
through the glen at the bottom, was covered by a 
garden, furrounded by neat hedge- rows. A little 
ruftic gate opened to a row of ftone$, which feem- 
ed to have been placed in the river, for the con- 
venience of croffing it to the parifh church, which 
raifed its antique fpire amidft its furrounding yews, 
about a quarter of a nwle dbwh the river, on the 
oppofite banks. The garden was elegantly neat; 
the grafs-walks were as fmboth as velvet; and the 
apple-trees were in full bloom. — A mountain, 
crowned with cragged precipices, rifitig behind the 
cottage, flieltered it front the widfe blafts^ of the 
north. A c?opfe, which extended from the top of 
the hill to the banks of die river, defended the 
garden from the blighting eaftern winds. Behind 
the cottage was a barn, cow-houfe* farm-yard, &c. 
and on the other fide of the garden were fmooth 
grceniidds of^^p^fture, in which were feeding fome 
* ibecp, 
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(beep, goats, and a cow. To .the weft, the pro* 
fpeft widened, and the eye traced the windings of 
the river through its circumjacent mountains. Iii 
fome places, huge mafles of naked rocks arc/e with 
abrupt magnificence from their bafes, and hung 
with a threatening afpe£i: over the water,- that rufhr 
ed impetuoufly from beneath them : in others, dark 
forefts overihadowed the declivities of the moun- 
tains, and waved with gloomy grandeur on their 
fummits. Here the gently-fwelling hills were va- 
negated with a diverfified cultivation ; and there, 
the more barren precipices, covered with fur^e, 
now full in blofTom, feemed to glow with vegetable 
gold. The exhilerating beams of the fun, the re- 
viving freflinefs of the air, the wild flowers bloom- 
ing fpontaneoufly around, the melody of a thouAnd 
birds, the vernal notes of the cuckow, confpired, 
with the beauty of the furrounding fcenes, to ex- 
pand the bofom of Lord Raymond with delight ; 
for admiration of the works of nature feems to be 
an univerfal fentiment; and the mind that is in* 
fenfible to their attraflions, muft be funk into 
more than favage ftupidity. The foul acquiefces 
with delight in a pleafure fo irreproachable, and 
derives new rapture from the confcious purity of 
its own fenfations. 

Vol, I. D Whilft 
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Whilft Lord Raymond (at enjoying this inno^ 
cent £ufs£idiony he heard a female voice of the 
fwecteft tone, which feemed to proceed from a 
little arbour at the bottom of the garden : it fuhg 
at intervals detached verfcs of fongs. The fing- 
ing^ceafed; and hc^du-d the viice of a man,' who 
appeared to convcrfe with his fairy mufician. He 
heard them laugfif and fpeak with a vivacity of tone 
diat befpoke content and checrfulnefs. Whilft he 
kept his eyes fixed on the arbour, an old man, 
with- very white hair, came out of it, carrying In 
one band a large bafket falf of vegetables) ia his 
other, he held a ftaff. He was followed by a ' 
young girl, neatly drefled in a Rraw hat. She alfo 
carried a bafket full of flowers. The afcent to 
the hoiife was rather fteep. She fet down her 
own bafket ; and, running to the old man, would 
have taken liis^ to carry it up the hill : he would 
not permft her, though fhe ft ill feemed to iiifift. 
At kngth, they carried it up between them j and 
thus the amicable contention was compromifed. 
She rah down ^gain for her bwh bafket, arid Toon 
overtook the old man. They went together into 
the farm*yard. The old man led out ah afs with 
SI pair of panniers: fhe affifted him to put the greens 
and fl^owers into thertf: (he held the bridle whilft 
he mounted the afss and when he departed, IhUt' 

the 
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the gate after him,^and, finging as blythly as a blrd» 
returned to tke cottage. 

<^ How fweetly fhe flngs !" Taid Lord Raymond 
witba figh; it is the wild mufic of a contented 
heart. What is the value of parade and (plen- 
dour I Thefe peafants, born to cultivate the 
ground, and draw their fcanty fubiiftence from iu 
bofom, are happier than I, — the child Of honour, 
the inheritor of thoulands!" The rich are na- 
ture's baftards; they her fons. ^< On them (he 
laviihes her choiceft gifts, ftrength of conftitutibn 
and gaiety of heart. What avail our falfe refine- 
ments, and our glittering deceptions f Their vi- 
vacity is the genuine offspring of the heart ; their 
politenefs the amiable child of benevolence !" 

Lord Raymond arofe and returned home, almod: 
regretting that fortune had not deftined him to be 
a ploughman. 

Di(gufted with thef confequential airs of Mrs. 
Grubton, fatigued with the infipid afie^ation of 
her daughters, and teazed with the unremitting im- 
pertinence of his little crook-backed coufin, Lord 
Raymond again rambled out in the evening. Some 
fecret yearnings, which he couW not rcprfefei it- 
D 2 traded 
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traced his footftcps towards the abode of the young 
female peafant, who in the morning had fo ftrongly 
captivated his attention. The fun had funk by the 
time he reached the hill, from whence he firft dif- 
covered the cottage. He looked towards it> but 
could only diflinguifli the old man, who, after 
having folded his fe^ (heep, foddered his afs, and 
turnefi his cow out to graze, carefully fliut all the 
gates, and went into the houfe. 

** Now," faid Lord Raymond to himfelf, " now, 
when the votarjes of pleafure are beginning to 
prepare to celebrate the rites of the fantailic deity 
they wprfhip, thefe children of nature, in com- 
pliance with her fimple di6lat6s, retire to the en- 
joyment of that profound and peaceful repofe which 
is earned by labour, and fweetened by innocence. 
Happy and enviable lot 1 would to heaven it had 
been mine 1 My mind then, uiiinlpirtid by elegant 
emulation, would have been a Ihangqr to the 
flings of envy, and the afpiriii^s of ambition. 
Continual labour would have precluded the wan- . 
derings of capricious fancy; and iriy bof^m, un- 
fktiated by the unreftrained indulgence pf its ap- 
petites, might have experienced a fvyeet and placid 
calm, in the room of that frightful void which often 
renders exiii;ence a burthen almoil intolerable 1 

What 
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What is this power which men call virtue ! The 
offspring of capricious dcftiny ; a feed fcattered by 
chance, and foftered by fortuitous circumftance. 
Had I been born in a cottage, I might have been 
fimple, humble, and laborious. I was doomed to 
l)a(k in the funfliine of a court ; and I am proud, 
licentious, and ambitious. If, in the firft inftanoe, 
I could not arrogate to myfelf that merit which re- 
fulted from my circumftances, neitheir in the latter 
am I liable to be cenfured for foibles unfparingly 
diileminated in the track my fate has deftined me 
to tread, and cherifhed by the beam of propitious 
fortune, no le(s than by the prevalence of early 
example* 

Whilft 1/ord Raymond endeavoured, with this 
pernicious cafuiftry, to pajliate faults to which he 
could not remain entirely blind-folded, he chanced 
to caft ihi^ eyes towards the cottage, as he flowly 
defcended the oppofite hill : and, though it was 
now fo very dufkifli, that the crimfon clouds had 
entirely faded from the Weft, he fancied he couli 
diftinguiih, by the glimmerings of the moon, whofe 
pale crefcent now faintly illumined the edge of the 
horizon, a figure in white robes, that feemed to 
glide through the garden. Strongly impelled by 
curiofity, he defcended the hill i and croffing the 
D 3 river. 
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river, walked with foft footileps along the fide of 
the garden hedge, when his ears were fuddenlj 
ftruck with a flrain of melody that feemed to flow 
from an angelic harp. With breathlefs attention 
he advanced towards the fpot from whence the 
found proceeded; and, after a fhort, but folemn 
prelude, he heard the foUowing hymn, chaunted in 
accents, ^d accompanied by a fymphony, which> 
. to the ear of |am;y, feemed fupernatural. 

HYMN TO NATURE. 

.. MUd gniiitf •f li&*a confecrated vale. 
Almighty Native, hail! 
My brcaft expanding, feels thy foft control t 

. Through each i|»g^ folding^ of my. heart '^'>\tfiif^>*^ 
I feel the myftic inftuetice dart : 
Like the ibft beam and pg^ IjT ihowV, 
That into bdng call the orient flowV, 
. \% breathes.^ew rapture thir^ugh mj kiiMJli^g Ibiil 1 

Blcft powV t whofe love propidoos led 
Thy yot'ry to this fti-aw-roofd (hed. 
Where humble virtue feeks to hide 
Her meek head &om the fcoro of pride I 
Here thy firft-boniy ambrofiol Spring, 

Burft^ig Winter's icy. chain. 
Borne on ihc fouthem zephyr't wing. 
Begins her plaftic reign* • 

O Spring 1 
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' O spring ! I know thee by thy winning mien ! 
By thy looks of golden hue. 
By thy ^yesy 9s ztber blue^ 
By thy light robe, where Iris blends her dyes ! 
Springing flowr^s mark thy war. 
Radiant fun-beams round thee play- 
Old Winter furls his clouds^ and off he hless 
With tardy and, rcluftant ftcp he gQef» 
And backw;^ turns a/i^eo^ ii?^^fh 
To fee the Graces round thee dance. 
And Hjckeoing iwith ^^fpite-^n 

To nip the burfting blade and budding mft^ 

The hoursy on fUrer pinions bome> 
^ Flit biythly through ^the,j:^diaat mam t 
No haggard child of care prefiunctr , 
To clip th^ lighiiy-flutt'ripg plwpei t 
But £uicy ftrews her fipyrrets as tljey pafs^ ^ 
And fmiling Hope purCues their gay career } 

And ever .with prifmatic gla(s{ 
Sees brightar viiipns^hoyYing ii^ tbie rear : - 
The rainbow race (he paii>^ pn air t , 

^i^l the jbl^^u^flung |?l99ms t)mt flow - ) ;, , > 
Round young Suipmer>, lai,ighiiog brow t 
Autum,n comes, ^ QerescrownMy 
Golden hai-yeils wave around. 
In vifionary dufters twine • 
The ;purple produce of the yinCf 
And all his varied treafures glow. 

X> 4 O Nature, 
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O Nature, pow'r fubllmc ! fhall pigmy art 

Seduce thy rot'ries from thy awful fane ; 
With glow-worm fplendours lure th' apoftate heart, 
And fpoil the ancient honours of thy reign ! 
As th' enchantrefs ware? her wand. 
Sec, triumf)hal arches rift. 
Swelling columns meet the (kies. 
Imperial temples lift their gaudy Ipires 5 

On acid waftes the new-born flowVs expand> 
7he mountaiu finks-^-the" obedient Tea retires ! 

Ah, tranfient magic I foon the' fdytlie of Time 
Shall flveep the mouM'ring (b:u6(ures to their bafe. 
And doU oblivion hover o^er their place : 
Vile forms fhall crawl around, fierce beafts ihaU howl ) 

Round columns erft with beauteous foliage twin*d, 
The flinty fiiike ihall writhe— the famifh'd tyger prowl. 
But thou, O Nature, ^wful and fublim6 ! 
Shalt bid defiance to the changefiil hour. 
And mock the feeble eftbrts of Time's power. 
Reviving Spring fhall wreathe thee with her blooms. 
And youth immortal clap his golden plumes. 
For ftlll thy eyerlafl^ing mounts fhall rife. 
Still fhall thy torrents gufh, thy fbrefts wave 5 
Old Ocean Hill his troubled waves fhall heave, 
' And with prefumptuous fury lafli the fkies. 
ThyTuh in glorious majefty fhall fhine. 
Still fhall the moon refle£l his foften'd beam ; 

O'er night's dark breaft th' aetherial fires fhall flaqu^ 
Like Ufting lamps upon thy awful fhrine.' 

CHAP 
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CHAP. IX. 

CONJECTURES AND EHQpi&IES* 



And to fuch fadly folemn Botes are ftiiini^ 
Angelic harps, to (bothc a dying faint. 

Thomson* 



THE invifible muncian ceafed its ftraini but 
Lord Raymond continued motionkfs^ loft in 
aftonifliinenf ^nd delight. The irregularity of the 
:Words, the angelic fweetnefi 6( the voice they were 
fung in, the wild harmony of the notes that ac^ 
companied them, might have conipired with the 
ferenity of the furrounding fcenes, now filvered by 
the trembling beams of the declining moon, to 
perfuade him that he had been liftening to the ex* 
temporaneous , efFufiQns of one of thofe stherial 
beings, " whp hymn their God amid the fecret 
D 5 grove, 
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grove." But he was not greatly fubjeft to die 
vifionary impulfes of an enthufiaftic imagination : 
and after a moment's reflexion, he was firmly per- 
fuaded, that his unfeen mufician was mortal, like 
himfclf, and a female, which, to his perverted and 
grofs imagination, rendered her an object of more 
intereft than all the fylphs and ^ylphids that ever 
fluttered through the regions of fiuicy. He ftill 
liftcned, but he heard nothing more, except a little 
ruftling among the branches. He afcended an 
eminence that overlooked the garden, and more 
plainly perceived the fame figure, dreifed in white, 
flowly afcending towards the cottage. 

Though his fancy was full of this adventure, he- 
did not mention it at his return. He had con- 
:teived a fort of vague defign of cultivating an ac- 
«[uaintance with the fair unknown, if he could hit 
x>n any expedient to introduce himfelf to her pre- 
sence ; and he wifhed to avoid the animadverfion 
to which, he well knew, die impertinence of Ri- 
chard might fubjed him on the occafion. The 
jiext morning, as foon as he could fhake off litde 
vCrpok-back, (\Afao was much lefs troublefome to 
him finoe the arrival of his mother's new guefl^ 
by affording hitn an oj^portunity of exerctfing his 
tiJentsin'the fcicnce of torm^htrng, had occafioned 

a di- 
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^ diverfiail in his Lbrdftiip's favour,) he (ei off 
€or the cottage. As he came #ithin fight of i^ 
lie flopped a peafant who crofTed his path, and en- 
<|uired of him who were the fathabitants of j^Onder 
lioufe, pointing to it as he fpoke. 

" Inhabitants !" repeated the fellow in his Welfll 
dialed. 

« W^Jl, (iaM Lord Raymond,) Whb lives In It P^ 
*< Why, ould Auflin and his taughter lifs in it" 
** And who elfe ?" enquired his lordfhip. 
« Nopotty elfe put Shanney Perkins/*^ 
*< And who is Shanney Perking ?** 

"^^^ hur h Otven Pifkins, tbatkeep^tt* 
Cat and Pagpipes down at Pengwillan^ ht^ ts^i^i^ 
ter." 

^ Arii ih ^hiit capacity does At liVe theit ?^^ 

<< Capacity ! I does not know nothing apout 
bur capacities/* 

D 6 ?«WcU, 
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<< Well, but in what ftadon is (he there ? Doe^ 
Ihc live there as a fervant ?** 

" Aye,, fure ; what elfe ?;• 

** And what fort of a girl is the old jnan^s^ 
daughter ?" 

*< The old man's taughter ? that is Rofy ; hur 
is a good jcirl enough. I never heard no hurt of 
thekirl.*' 

** But (faid Lord Raymond, ffill in doubt whe- 
ther the girl he had feen in the garden the preceding 
day was the maid or the miftrefs} does ihe affift 
her father in hi« bufinefs V* 

** How is that i" faid the ruftic, (brings 

<< Does Che help to make up his flowers into 
ftofe^s?'' 

** Aye, fure: her picks hup the nofegays and 
punches of parfleys, and the like, and the ouldmaa 
fetches them to market." 

5* -And does no other perfon live in the boufe ?*' 
, i "Not 
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"Notaliffingpotty." 

Lord Raymond was more perplexed than ever. 
Could he impute the mufic he had heard the even- 
ing before, which ^vinced the per/on who per- 
formed it pofleffed of exquifite tafte and judgment, 
to a girl, the daughter of an old peafant, whofe 
humble birth and menial occupation^ feemed to 
preclude her from every fpecies of elegant attain- 
ment ? Nor could he, with greater appearance of 
probability attribute it to Shanney Perkins, whofe 
father kept the Cat and Bagpipes at Pengwyllan. 
He walked on towslrds the cottage j he faw the old 
man working in the garden ; but no female appear- 
ing, though he watched it a condderable time, he 
turned his face towards home, tormented with cu- 
riofity, and determined to mak^ enqci!ries at all 
events* 



CHAP. 
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Nor let the pndc of grcatnjcfs-fcorn 

This chann^r of the plains ', 
The fun, that bids their cU'raondblazef r 

To paint our lily deigns. 

LORD Raymond, full of thought, walked 
flowly homewards ; he found the family watt- 
ing dinner for him. When dinner was removed, 
and the fervants retired^ he enquired of Richard 
who inhabited the beautiful little cottage ne^ 
the church. 

« An old gardener and his daughter," fafd 
Richard. 

" Is that the pretty girl that paints fo well ?** 

faid Mrs. Evelyn. 

It, 

<< An uncommon qualification in a garden<^r^ 

daughter," faid Lord Raymond. 

"It feems (faid Mrs. Evelyn) fome lady of for- 
tune, who was her godmother, beftowed on her 
an education much fuperior to her birth. 

** Some 
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« Some lady's maid, 1 fuppofc,** faid Mri. 
Grubton. 

« Whatever fhc is, (faid Richard,) (he is a very 
j>retty girl, and that I Icnow to my coft." 

<< And why to y«ur coft, coufin Richard," faid 
Lord Rajrmond. 

*• Why, you mu(i know I had heard fo much a- 
bout this girl, I had a great inclination to fee if (he 
was as handfome as folks faid; fo the other day I 
walked along by the river's fide, fpying into every 
creek and cranny to get a peep at her, for I heard 
her finging in the garden, at the other fide of the 
bedge. Well, prefcntly afterwards, down (he 
comes to the river's fide, with a little pitcher in 
her hand, to get fome water to water her (lowers, 
as I fuppofe ; and, whilft (he was (illi-^g bef 
pitcher, (he looked fo pretty and fo rofy, that, 
^th, I had a mind to get a ki(s ; & I crept (dftly 
behind her; but, juft as J caught hold of her arnit, 
Ihe gave one fpring, for all the world like a gra(k^ 
hopper: but this was not the worft; for, being 
Unwilling to quit my holcf, and the (tones beuig 
llippery with t^e wet, egad ! fomd how or other, 
my feet (lipped from under me, and down I came, 
ds fiat as a flounder, plump into the middle of the 

water. 
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water. Into the gardoii^ftie flew before I had time 
to recover myfelf, and clapped too the gate in my 
fyce i but what provoked me worfe than all the reft 
'was to fee her peeping through the hedge at ine, 
and enjoying the pretty pickle (he had left me in; 
but, if ever I get her into my dutches again, Ihc 
iha'nt efcape me fo, I promife her." 

' <* Why, what will you do to her,** faid Lord 
Raymond. 

" She (hall have a cold pig, I warrant her, I'll 
/oufe her over head and ears in the river, and that 
I will-'* 

** A very gallant refolution indeed !" faid Lord 
Raymond.'* 

<* For (hame, brother Richard ! (taid Lucy,) 
how canycu fpeakfo Hke a favage !" 

" I think flit very well deferves it, (faiid Mrs. 
Grubton ;) the muft be ajconfident creature to treat 
4he fon of a perfon of fafliion in fuch a manner.** 

"Imuftdiflent from your opinion, (faid Mrs* 
Evelyn ;) when the fon of a perfon; of fafliioQ 
throws afide the dignity of demeanour that is fuit- 
able to his rank, and adopts the manners of a com- 
mon 
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mon boor, he has no right to refent being treated 
asfuch," 

<* Certainly not, (faid Lord Raymond.) No 
rank, however exalted, can infure refped, unlefs 
it be accompanied with correfpondent elegance of 
manners. It is the fuperior refinement which ele- 
vated rank prefuppofes that conftitutes the princi- 
pal diftindion between people of faOiion and their 
inferiors;" and beaflqred coufin Richard, a i^oot- 
inaxi with the manners of a gentleman will me^t 
widi more confideration than a gentleman with 
the manners of a footman. 

<< Well, but what is all this preamble 'ta die 
purpofe ? though I fuppofe you'll take her part be* 
«49afc^t is i(b handfome." 

<* You are an excellent judge of beauty) widi-^ 
otkt doubt, Mr. Richard,'' (aid Mifs Leatherdale 
'withafneer/ ' : 

«< Faith, and fo I am I'' .; 

** Some country wench ! (faid Mifs Eleonora, 
with a great broad &ce, and a pair of cheeks like 
two of her father's crimfon pioniesj) I think I 
could cafily gucfs what would fuit Mr. Richard'$ 
fancy/*: 

•* Crimfon 
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** Crimfon picnics indeed ! (repeated Richard ;) 
two mofs rofes rather, fo lovely and delicate ! but 
this is only fpite, becaufe you are not handfome 
like her/' 

" Very ftrange comparifons indeed !'* faid Miff 
Eleanora, drawing up her head. 

<< I ain Aire little Rofina has a right to fay they 
are very odious ones. She; istbe prettieft gir]>n 
this parifh at any rate, and I'll bet a crown ^e 
gentlemen will fay fo when they fee her. , Wh^ 
fay you, Sir Gregory, are you a good judge of 
beauty f' 

" I know what pleifes^ myfi^lfj" (aid Sir : Oregon 
jy, with a fmirk. 

"I tell you what TU dp, (faid. Rjchard ;) you 
know {he paints gewgaws an4 thipg^ms/c^.^e 
ladies, fo Til defire Thomas to go bid her fetch 
fome of her work here immediately/* 

<< I have heard fo much of this girl and her per- 
formances, ((aid Mfs. Evelyn,) that I fliould like 
tofeehir.'' 

Richard left the room to difpatch his couriei*) 

and 
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and in the hall met Mn Lewis, the parlbn of the 
pariib. 

** Here is a perfon (faid Richard, lugging him 
into the room by the arm) that knows more of 
the matter in hand than any one. Parfon, you can 
tell whether old Auilin the gardener's daughter is 
handfome or not, for you are with her morning, 
noon, and night *^ 

Mr. Lewis, fomewhat difconcerted at this rough 
^ addrefs, faluted the company, and took his chair 
without replying. 

«' i^ the girl really fo handfome as my fon repre* 
fents her, Mr. Lewis V* faid Mrs. Evelyn. 

*< I believe I have feen finer faces, madam : beaa« 
ty depends on opinion." He looked down as hit 
ipoke. 

« Well, well, (faid Richard) you (hall foon judge 
for yourfelves, for t am going to fend Thomas to 
fetch her here diredly." 

*• To bring Rofinahere ! (faid Lewis :) for what 
purpofe V* His cheeks flufbied as he fpoke. 

<^ Oh ! you need not be afraid, (faid Richard, 
burfting into a boillerous fit of laughter )) you will 

have 
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have no rivd here, unlcfs Sir Gregory fakes It 
into his head to become your rompetitor, eh, my 
old boy ! (flapping him on the back,) what fay 
you? have you renounced Cupid ^nd Venus ?" 

•* I have made no refolution one way or the 
other," replied Sir Gregory, 

" We have learned from Mrs. Lewis, (faid 

Mrs. Evelyn, addrefling Mr. Lewis,) that this 

• young woman paints very elegantly, and difpofes 

of her work ; we are therefore going to fend to 

defire her to bring fome of it to us/' 

"But I believe, madam, (faid Lewis,) Rofina 
never leaves home ; my mother, I ki^ow, h^fqa^e 
of her painting, which, if you defire it, I can fend 
you.-'* ' . 

** Aye, did not I tell you how it was ?. (faid 
Richard;) you fee he will not let any one get a 
figh|t of her but himfelf,^ if "he can- help it." ' '■'■ 

« Really, (faid Mrs. Grubton,) if the girl is a- 
bove coming with her work herfelf, I would have 
nothing to fay to it.** 

** Now that isjuft of a piece with the reft, (faid 
JLichardi) ybu have no more confcience nor con- 

fideration 
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fideration for poor people than if ybu were a Turk. 
Would you have the girl neglect her builnefs to go 
trotting after every faucy baggage that may take it 
into her head to have her dancing after her for ten 
miles round the country ? Lord knows, if people 
had their deferts, ftie is fitter to be fet up for a gen- 
tle woiiian than nuny a one I could name." 

*^ I ihould be far from wi/hing her to do any 
thing out of the ufual courfe, (faidMiS. Evelyn,) 
and in the country, where people live at (q great 
a difVance afunder, it would undoubtedly be un- 
realbnable to e;<pecl her perfonal attendance." 

*' Biit furely (faid Richard) it is only a little way 
off", and you may take a walk there if you like ir. 
1 u'ill fhew you a (hort cut, that will bring you 
there in a twinkling, and the paribn Ihall go with 
you, and iairoduce you." 

" Indeed, (faid Lord Raymond,) the landfcapes 
that fur round that cottage are fo very ftriking, 
that, if the ladies are dil'pofed for a walk, we can- 
not take a more delightful ramble." 

The party was agreed on ; they all fet oiit for 
the cottau;ej but Richard, in his liiort cut, drag- 
ged 
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ged the ladies over fo many hedges^ dItcheS} and 
ftiles, that Mrs. Grubtqn and her eldeft daughter 
were thrown quite into a fret, and mod patheti- 
cally lamented their not having gone round in the 
carriage ; whilft Mifs Eleanora declared (he thought 
thefe rural excurflons fuperlatively delightful, they 
gave fuch a charming variety to one's exiflence/' 

" A charming varieity it muft be confefled ! (faid 

her fifter,) to have one's cloaths torn off one's 

back with bufhes and briers, one's ikin fcratched^ 

and pne^s hair all blowzed about one's ears, like a 

' milk-maid." 

"I am entirely of Mifs Eleanora's, opinion^ 
(faid Lord Raymond ;) beiides, a prim formality is 
no lefs ungraceful in drels than in manners. You 
obferve the loofe flowing drapery in which our 
painters, who are undoubtedly the trueft judges 
of elegance, ufually clothe their figures ; it feems 
ready to fall afide with every breath of air, and 
conveys the moft luxuriant images to the imagi^ 
nation." 

« For my part, (faid Sir Gregory,) I think it 
is exceedingly indecent. Some time ago a n^an, 
that owed tpe money, made n(ie a. prefent of a hea- 
then 
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then goddefs ; upon my word I cannot recollei^ 
whether it was Venus or Apollo, but I know it 
was fuch a fcandalous figure, that I never could 
look at it without blulhing ; howfomever, becaufe it 
had a pretty face, I did not care to fend it up to 
the'' garret on a fudden, fol got a young man that 
could paint a little to put a fort of ihiftand dickey 
petticoat on it, and now it does pretty well.** 



C H A P. XI. 

A VISIT TO THE COTTAGF. 

ON their arrival* at the cottage, Mrs. Evelyn 
hnd her daughter were greatly pleafed with 
the extreme neatnefs of the houfe and garden, and 
Mifs Eleanora declared it was a little Arcadia. 
Mr. Lewis ufhercd the company into the parlour, 
and Went to apprize the fair cottager with their ar- 
rival andbufmefs. She entered the room, and fa- 
luted the ftrangers with an air of more modefly 
than rufticity. Lord Raymond looked earneftly 
at her, but (he wore a large firaw hat which con- 
cealed her face. 

^'* 4 " We 
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<* VVe have been informed that you paint, (faid 
Mrs. Evelyn,) and would be glad you would oblige 
us by letting us look at fome cf your work." 

The cottager took a little ftraw ba&et, and, 
advancing to the table without fpeaking, began to 
unfold fome (bawls, trimmings, &c. The ladies 
crowded round the table, and Lord Raymond ad- 
vanced to the oppofite fide^ of it. Juft then the 
cottager Jooked up ; her eyes met his. They both 
ftartedy for Lord Raymond, with infinite aftonifh- 
ment, beheld that Rofina, whom two years fince 
he had met in London, furrounded by all the (plen- 
did elegance of rank and fortune ; that Rofina, 
whom he had once beheld with the moft partial 
eyes, but whofe virtue had repreffed the licentious 
wifhes her attradions had created i attradions too 
feeble to bind him in honourable chains to a wo- 
man who, he was confcious, would difdain to be 
united by any other. 

The company were too bufily engaged, examin- ; 
ing Rofina's work, to take notice of the mutual 
farprife'and confufion excited by this unexpected 
recognition. The ladies afked Rofina a thoufand 
queftions, which, when recovered from her firft 
embarrafiment, fheanfwered witheafe and calmnefs. 



« I tkink, chad) (faicl Mi^ Cfubtei^) that a 
jreuAg woman with y0ut qualifications migbt Coil* 
fbiive te get into feme decent (ervice in Lcndon : 
it would be moft refpe^ble to wajt an a lady tha|^ 
to have your wares hawked about in this pedlar* 
like maimer." 

LordRaymond frowned; Lewis bit his lip, anid 
kichard muttered between his teeth) that it was 
hard if people did not know their own buiinefs beft. 

Rofina anfwered^ with a mild firmnefs, that flip 
Was very happfy in her pref<^t fituation, and wiflied 
not to ehange it. 

^^ Yoti hive an old fkAiety • hav*^itt yoru ?*• 

** Yes, madam/' 

<« And, pray, how do you contrive to fubfift 
yourfeff?" 

«^i My filtha^ ie « ^(Avdmcir, nttdam^ zM carridd 
BmrnvA ani vegted>lti to tfaeiic^lhbouxing marioet^ 
ttywiy.** 

" And isthat all you have to fupportyou V 

« That and my w#d^i madaafc'* 

Vol. I. B «OhF 
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«Oh^ as to your work, if it is no better than 
the fpecimen you ha?e exhibited of it : I believe 
you do not make much by it : the execution indeed 
is paflible, but it is fliockingly ill fancied/* 

** 111 fancied ! (repeated Lord Raymond,) I am 
furprifed at your faying fo, madam. What can be 
more beautiful than the difpofitionof thefe flowers? 
what more elegant than the execution ?" 

*' I declare I think fo too, (faid Sir Gregory, pul- 
ing out his fpedlacles, and placing them on his 
nofe, after having rubbed them well in his pocket- 
handkerchief : ) they are very handfome, might/ 
handfome indeed! Do but look at that flowery 
iSL batchelor's button, isn't it, fweetheart ?'* 

«* It is a ranunculus. Sir," faid Rofina. 

«< Aye, like enough ; but I took it for abatchelor's 
button, becaufe it is fo round and fo red ; and that 
there rofe, I proteft it "would almoft tempt a body 
to fmell to it. I think I muft higgle a little for tins 
here fire fcreen, and who knows but Mrs. Evelyn 
would be kind enough to give me leave to bcftow 
it to her.; What's the price of it, my dear ?" 

Rofina anfwered two guinea^. - :' 

1 «* That's 
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<* That'^ quite too cheap j I cannot think of 
staking your work for nothings child*" 

" For iiothing ! (repeated Mrs. Grubton j) 
^our corifcience need not trouble 5rou much on that 
icore : it is intolerably dear i a guinea and a half is 
quite enough for it," 

« 6ut I kho# better, and I am fure it is a great 
sdeal to cheap. When you have got bargains to make^ 
why make them for yourfelf, and let me make mine.'* 

He drew out his purfe as he fpoke, and, wrap- 
ping five guineas in a bit of paper, gave it to Rod- 
<ia. She openiP the paper, and, taking out twoy 
returned the other three to Sir Gregory. 

** I thank you for your intended bounty, Sir, 
.{faidflie,) but do notbedifpleafed if I decline ac- 
cepting it. I cannot intercept yQur<;harity::I aQi 
not a proper objeS of it " -^ , 

Sir Gregory wiflied to prevail on her to keep 
thcTnoney, but there was a dignity in her manner 
that awed himj fo he quietly Replaced it in his 
purfe. ' 

Mrs. Evelyn, who had joined Lord Raymond in 
' hi» encomiums on Rofina'sperformatiiCe$,alfo iliade 
tome ptarchafet, and" thfe company departed ; thejr 
» .Ei 



faadinot^ howwtvj^ got abov^ea hun^d jstrds fhnn 
the cottage, wheiL I>ord Bxaymond recx41e(^fced hfe 
had left His glomes behind hirp, and flew back in 
fearch of them. Fte found Roliiia' fitting in a mu- 
fing attitude, on the green bei;ich at the door. She 
arofe at his approach, 

, << Mir$ Mortimer^ {(kid hei) I^ain aD ^%>Bi{h- 
ineAt. I confeii I could not enddre th^ ciuipfity 
with which I am tortured, and li^Vip created a. ps;^ 
tence for returning to you." 

<f MyjlWd^ (replied RdftnaOthtai^Botatanie 
ta.iadulge; jaa with tka ^chiiiyremsnt you.JT«- 
quire.'* 

*< JBUt fa behold you thus, d^priv^d of every* ad- 
vantage «f fortune, metamorphoffed into the daugb* 
ter of ao 6)d«cot«agerj| and^fubfiiUng on the. labour 
of your own hands !" ' 

•* It is true, (faid Rofina,) I have experiencied 
no trifling reverfe : but they, whofe renunciation 
of the favours ^^^prtune is voluntary, hav.a no 
reafon to accufe her i^if caprice." 

*J^ Yoja^perple^andaftoyejihv m«^ I Wim^ could 

^ «<Motiv«8 



w'MdtiVrtpMrhich at |)r(deitt i^annot be expfeifted^ 
I muft cnufcat; you wUi J^goia youlr coropftny." 

" I have often heard you had no furviving pa^ 
rent, imtltimvyou acknowledge ahdldpeafant as 
your father.** 

^ And fuch 1 eonfider him by atfeftioh, tliough 
nature has given him no right to the title. Soine 
ather time, perhaps, 1 may have an dpponunity 
of explaining thefe myfteries, but tid^^ 1 eritfeat 
you to leave me ; mean time \ wUl r«ly on your 



" You may maft imf^icitty. Whe«^ or where 
fball I fee JQH agairi I > j Shall I cpmi^ ^p-^mprrpw V* 

'*pfo, ho !*f fcid Roiina. Tlieir conve^fation 
was interrupted by Richard hallooing to Lord 
Raymond, who haftily, tlioiigh unfwtUiDgly, quit- 
ted Rpfmaor and joined bis company* 

** So you are come at laft, (faid ftichard ;) it 
ift a fine tbii\g te have a quick invention^ an4 a 
pocket-handkerchief or a pair of gloves is a migh* 
ty convenient pretence, when one has a mind t(^ 
have another peep at a pretty girl. But come, I 
hsve beeni laying; a Fump an4 do^qn with Doll 
E J Tearflicet 
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Tearflieet here, and I am fure you %ill decide ie 
in my fevour, and acknowledge that little Rofy is 
the prettieft girl in the parifli.'* *^ 

" It feems you are eafily pleafed in beauty, Mr» 
Richard/' faid theeldeft Mifs Leatherdale. 

" O faith, k would be damned bad if we mpn 
were as hard to be pleafed in beauty as you ladies 
are ! None of you would ever get hufbands, if 
that was the cafe, by my foul V* 

^^ At leaft, none of us would ever defire to get 
them, if they refembled you,. Mr. Richard/' 

*< Oh ! now, that is nothing but f^itt. I ^« 
fay you would be very glad to- fnap me up i^ yoti 
could ', but comet ^y cou^n-Iorc)^ teU us ^cffi" 
didly what you think of little Rofy/* 

"Really (faid Lord Raymond) I paid (b littlr 
attention to the girl, that 1 am by no means qua- 
lified to be your umpire/* 

* « That IS odd enough, (faid Richard,) for Pit 
take nly oath 1 faw you flaring at her with all the- 
eyes you had/* 

*« She is, I beKeve, a pretty-faced girlr enough, 
- .1 • ^, (replied 
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(replied Lord Raymond,) but ruftic beauty is not 
fo much to my tafte as to your's, coufin Richard. 
1 think the elegant intelligence of a woman of fa- 
fhion infinitely preferable to any features, however 
regular, which can only expref* the fenfaiions of a 
vulgar and ruflicated mind." 

Lewis darted a glance of keen fufpicion at Lord 
Raymond, in doubt whether to deem him a fool or 
a hypocrite -, but Richard knew htm better. 

** Oh ! (cried the latter,) this is all a mere co- 
py of your countenance, becaufe you know you 
would fet the ladies here flark flaring mad with. 
je;ilo^fy> if yoy were to praife h^er." 

«*' Jealoufy !'* repeated Mifs Leatherdale9 with 
a fcornful tofs of her head. 

<* Indeed, (faid Lucy Evelyn,) I think (he is 
very handfome, and fo far from appearing ruftic, 
file has exceedingly the air of a perfon of fafhion.'* 

"I declare I am quite of your opinion, (faid 
Mifs Eleanora;) I do not think it poflible that (he 
can be the daughter of that vulgar old man. I 
have a great notion (he is (bftic young lady of 
diftinftion that has eloped from* her family, in or- 
D 4 d^ 
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ihr to auoid a forced nwnage with fome odi^ul 
fi'ightful deteftable old wretch oi^ other.. I &ould 
like of all things to cultivate her friendfliip, and 
ingratiate myfelf into her confidspqe. How can 
we tell but that ^d pealant may he a lover in diA. 
guife, for we have often read of young gentlemen^ • 
who, by fafteriing on faife beards, and afluming 
other appearances of old age, have metamorphofed 
themfelves into aged hermits and anchorets. Thefb 
is fomething in the adventure which ftrikes my 

feacy prodigipufly 1 " 

-> 

« Ridiculous \^ faid Mifs Dorothy. 

"Vulgarity (faid Mrs. Evelyn) h not wiwr 
rent. Were the offspring of the loweft of man- 
kind to feeeive an education equal to t^at which 
people of fortune heftow on theirs, there isn^t - 
the l^fl; re^fon to doubt that th^y woyld in every 
,refpefl: emulate their attainments j and the uncom*- 
jpaon elegance of this young petfon*s appearance 
and manners fuppHes no evidence of the fuperioritjr 
of her birth, as it is fully accounted for by her 
having been reared in the family and under the in<- 
lpe<^ion of a perfpn of diftindion.** 

<^ In all probability then (hid Mus. Grubton) 

Aie has got beiiidf turned ootfov ibme fiuix pa^or 

other." 

« That 
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•^Thilt^feid Mrs* Evelyn) i^ 4feiiil1^^« caot 
iiatfkdide €m iHlt, frooi the ftrift Jrofi«i0(y of 
bcr coaduiII> im^ ibe has Fefided ifi this noigh-^ 
Vourhooid^ ^d jbtr bes^v^knqe tQ |he l^wcr cMl 
of pec^y I ibttdld ratjaer fappoffi b^ta be one Of 
Itiofe rnniocoit viiftims of cafjjrice wte? hftve unde^ 
ftjym^jf expetie^ced tlie dbeditfulneff t^kvwrtmi 
te infiUsiiky of Umod]!! mfi^hm^nik^** 

I ]Lofd 9t^ymoi^ warded between thefe Qppofit^ 
opH^ioa^; he kfv&w ^^ ^^^^ Fkzofl)orne> the la«* 
4yufider whofeai^piccs ^ofiina bad beet> educated, 
haddoated ^hei from her infancy, witbr a fervor 
miieOBFiQiOD even in naaternal afFedlion.: he kneW| 
aiff^ tba^ t^ ch^a<^v of that lady was difiin-^ 
guifhed I;^ pi^culiarr probity, ^worth, and under- 
ijt^ndis^g. Was it not then much niore probably 
dfat :{U>ifna, y^H^ig,; and perhaps fjraiJ, fliould have 
thrown oiF the prpteiStion of her noble benefa6lrefs, 
thaa that ;{be QxfxM have voluntarily withdrawn it ? 
Befrd^^, .Rofina had faid that (he had herfelfre- 
DOimced the advantages qf fortune ; what but Ibme 
improper attachment could have driven her to fuch 
a flep i But where was the objedt of that attach* 
ment ? for he was not romantic enough to fuppofe 
with the fair Eleanora, that he {hould find him 
lurking beneath the filver beard of old Auftin.-* 
£ 5 Koiina 
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Rofina Had perhaps, like thouiailds of her fex^ been 
. abandoned by her feducer, and had fercened herfelf 
from die fcom and derifion of the world in tbefi- 
, lent retreat of voluntary feclufion. At all events^ 
this unexpefted rencounter was a circumftance the 
moft flattering to hi$ wiflies that could poffibly 
have occurred s for, deprived as Rofina appeared 
to be of fuccour and proteSion, an outcad appa- 
rently from the family in which (he had been fo 
tenderly cheriflied, and moft probably an apoftate 
frjfmthofe principled of virtue whith had once ap- 
peared fo deeply tengraved on her mind, he made no 
doubt of being able to perfuade her to exchange 
her rural poverty for the fplendidmanfion to which 
he purpofed to lead her, and to relinquiih the gaar- 
dianfhip of her old'peafant for the protedion of hi^ 
arms. Then how fondly was his fancy fettered 
with thiis double triumph of his ambition and his 
love ! Secure, by his marriage with Lady Elinor, 
of all the dazzling advantages of rank and fortune,^ 
ind pofleffed, by his f6fter intccburfe with Raii 
of all that to his vitiated imagination could appear 
delirable m an union with the fex. 
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A MAK OF BUSINESS IN LOVB» 

LORD Rajmiond arofe early next mommg, 
and walked towards the cottage ; he faun- 
tered along the oppofite hill, the place from whence 
he had at firft viewed rt* Auftin was at wor)c in 
the garden, but he (kw not Rofina^ nor, if he had, 
would he have dared to approach her, for he had 
determined to proceed with the utmoft* circum- 
{pe^ion. He returned home, and found the fa-^ 
mily aflembled in the breakfaft parlour^ 

, ** Here is poor Sir Gregory in doleful dumpiy 
(faid Richard:) that little gardener's daughter has 
o run in his head, that he has not had one winlc 
of fleep." 

« Lord ! Mr. Richard; (faid Mrs. Grubton,J^ 
how can you pefter people with fuch nonfenfe !'* 

E 6 - « fe 
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" Is it then fo nonfenfical to. be in love, ma- 
dam V* ^ikcd Lord Raymond. 

*< Not in a man of your age, F aclcnowledge, my 
Lord ; but I am far from imputing fuch abfurdity 
to my father, who, I am convinced, tliinks a great 
deal more of his latter end riiant)f any fuch ftufF." 

« That i& for aught you cam fcoU^" Ud^ Sir Gre- 
gory. 

<< Aks \ {(aid hor4 Raymond,) frequent cxp^r 
rience conviiice^, u^ that neither years nor wifdom 
fuppdy a (lefeace agaiiftfl: tb<^ Mts pf aknigbty lev^; 
ida the' comrary, vie' oftesk find that his hofury-jieaded 
V€»tfi(rie« f emkr him the .moft implieithomage) and 
^tf<^fMp wicit Che moft devoted cnohofiafin.^' 

<< As to iHie A»ajtter of felloig in iove, (fidd Sir 
Gregory,) I cannot fay I know much about it j 
but I hav€ always hteard that matrimony was an ho- 
nourabfe and holy irifl4tution j ahds when there is 
no lawful impediments, fbch as a parcel 6f un- 
provided children, or the like, I can fee no reafon 
why an elderly man may not get himfelf a wife, if 
h^ has a fancy to one, and is rich enough to bear 
the expence of maintaining* her. Moreover, k 

man's 
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ffian^d igaisnot ahni^ t6 he tedkimed hy his 
years, ftr the cdnftifulions of fbtne mem iitc more 
fhrefiied <»ut alt dMrty4iv«, than diere of othen 
fi^ are <bMi>le tbtt i^e.'' 

^cBeficbS) (fsfd Rkfaard,) yotr, of til men ist&t 
Worldj ottghc ^o get yostdetf a wife, who faaveaij^ 
ready at) die difadvsoMsiges of., the ftate without maj 
cf its ploE^are& and eom^Mti. Ui a^ man muft be 
fhuMed and hen-pecked, there wouU he foitie fii* 
tfeft^on lA hiding a pretty Ikide gatne«>pullety like 
Refy^ to pull im cox-eomb^ for htm, iflfllead of an 
<dd tattered-^dowf) hamdai), who, having done lay^ 
ing aiidhatcMng hetfelf^ would not let other peoh 
pie do good m Aeir getieracfpis if ttie couMpreu 
vent k. Now it woidd k>ok Ib^pretty to fee you 
#Fulting atongv evieoi thcfe doys^ withyoar dmm 
Fartlet chuckKng at your fxle, and a^ brood of 
young chbdkens at your tail.*' 

^^ It would indeed be a pleafant fight," (aid Sir 
Gregdty, fmirking^ at the idea^ 

The entrance of the fervants, who hrdttghr in 
breakfaft, prevented the further progrefs of a con- 
Ter&tion, wihiich, it was eafy to percoire, was 
highly di&gueeabl^ to Mrs. Gwubtod. 

All 
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Alt that day Lord Raymond, tortured by carto«^ 
fity and inftigated by itopolies ftill more powerful^ 
thought of: nothing but Rofina, and refolved in 
- his meditation a thoufand plans for procuring an 
interview with her, without incurring that fufpi- 
cion which he was determined to avoid. Jn the 
evening he wandered out alone, and bis fteps were 
mechamcally- direded towards the cottage, al- 
though he had ho expe<&tion of being at that time 
able to procure the eclairciflement he fo earneflly 
defired. i As he walked flowly onward§, happea- 
ing tocaft his eyes behind^ he beheld Sir Gregory 
coming trotting along at full fpeed through an ad.* 
jacent meadow. Lord Raymond retired a little 
behind ahedge^: and obferved that, when the good 
Baronet joined him> he feepijsd fQme>«^at . difcoa^ 
certed at his app^^cance^ He>Jiowever, remarked 
-thatitwa&a fine evening, only fomewhat fultry 
for the time of year, taking off his bat, and ruhr 
bing his face with his handkerchief as hefpoke. 

*^ If you find thje heat of the weather incoay^ 
ziient, I wonder you choofe to walk fo faft," faid 
Lord Raymond; 

"Why, to tell you the truth, (returned Sir Gre- 
gory,) I an ftriving to get away from that twublc- 
6 fcme 
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fome wbdp, Dick Evelyn* He has fo flvck in my 
fkirts all day, and hampered me with his fooleries, 
that I have not been able to ftir the length of my foot 
without him : but, at long run, I contrived to give 
him the flip, for I want to go,-r-that is, I have a little 
bufinefs with that there old man of the cottage^ 
and I did not care to let that young cur come with 
me, he keeps fuch a gibing and jeering at every 
thing.*' _: .^ 

*' Now tell me candidly, (faid Lord Raymond,) 
which is your bui^nefs with,, the old man or tha 
young wpman ?'* 

^ ^* Oh 1 as I hope to be faived, (faid Sir Gregory^ 
with great earneftnefs,) it is with the old man,— 
You might have obferved, as ypu pafTed through 
his garden laft night, that he has fome handfome 
ihrubs and flowers ; now you muft know that thi^ 
coming funimer, if it pleafe God that I live ^^nd 
do well, I have a notion of taking fome pretty 
Uttlc fnug houfe, with a neat fpot of garden to it; 
(b, you fee, I fliould. like to get fome plants and 
flips tofetinit." 

, « Wh^t f (f^d tord Raymond,) in the gardea 
youbave not yet taken ?'V , . 

«Oh 
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«OkMwt I;»rould not have Adm remove* 
ufttil I am reldy for tbem." 

*« A<kdt yott would carry dieiB bcftwcen two and 
&ree kMdred miks, Wbcnatiy of the nurfer^^men ' 
about London cwi fuppjy joau, Jon much eafier 
terms, rttdnhoiir^^\varni«gi'* - 

<* Why, to be fure/' faid Sir Gregory, hefitattng 
in confufion, 

•*Come, come, my good friend, (fad Lord 
Eaymond,) have done with thefe vain pretences, and 
candidly acknowledge that the old gardener's lovely ^ 
daughter h the jjlktit of Paradffi? , the Mo4>iriing E^e, ^ 
with wWch yoa Wfli tty dfecorftfc' dv^ gardtm of E-^ 
den you have already planired i»n 'your Ibrtik imsL^ 
ginatron." ^' . : 



' <t Lord, hdw you rattle I" fard Sir Onego^. 

"^^ And, for heaven's fe'ke, cotitintred'Lord Ray-^ 
mond, Who plainfy perceived from Sfir Gregory's^ 
confufipn that his furmifes were not "tvithotit fowi-* 
dation, and hoped that, by encouraging him to ad- 
d^^ Jtofinr, he tiiight opei fo himf^lf a pafft^e 
that would facilitate the ^ ccumpl iffirttetit^ of hit 

wiflics, 



vifteSy 9,ndf tor h^ven'i f^, why flieuid you 
4irAVX)w »n mdin^tioa fti natura] ? Women w^rci 
given us by a merciful Pfovidenc^ to folace w 
under the burden of an dxiftcnce perpetually che- 
quered by accident, and Incident; to calamity ; 
would it not then be a ridiculous exertion of fpirj- 
tual quixotifoi to ft^el the bread againft the im-o 
pul^ of a paiSon planted by nature in the hunoaa 
ft-am^y for pui^Ktfes fo iupxcoaely h^ocvolcnt ?" 

<< Tben that i$ w much ^s to kj^ my Lord» (fM 
Sk Gfogory^ afcera patiTe,) that it would he nei- 
Aer iin aor flume, if fuch a tbii^ ^a$ to come to 
fa&j though, to be (lure, it is iho moft liinUko!]? 
fMQtter m tte world." 

** Neither, updo my honour, (hii bii hordlhi^i} 
I think) on the contrary, it would be a ftep no lefs 
pnideitt than praife^Tmthy, mi ftrongly <evideiice 
hoth the foundnefs pf your uaderftanding and th^ 
gdodncTs «f yoitr iwart. ThfS girl ap(»«ars to pof- 
fak es^ery yoquifitQ ta cpftalrfy her foi! ^injng in ihm 
fphere of life to which you have it ia your power 
to exalt her, — ^beauty, fenfe, and education. Be- 
fides^ if wt wer« <q examme b^r i^greo^ it is 
iKit ifl^ofSblQ that «^ mig^t he «bk to trace her 
^rtginfrom feme :»obicr or t^^sXhisMyi focfnany 

of 
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of thefe Welfli people, without making any diflin- 
giiifhed figure in fociety, d:;rive their defcent from 
kings and heroes." 

" As to the matter of high birth, (replied Sir 
Gregory,) to tell you the truth, I am no ways 
anxious about it ; for, fince it has pleafed God to 
fend me this here wind-fall of a title, I think I 
have in all confcience gentility enough both for 
her and myfelf ; and if King Arthur had been my 
great-grandfather, and all his worthies my near re- 
hations, now that they are all dead and rotten in 
their graves, I do not, fee what good it would do 
me, for the devil a man on change Would difcount 
my note out of refpc(5t to their memories ; and^ 
between you and I, I do not find myfelf a bit hap- 
pier tfaan when I was only plain Mr; Grubton,** 

«^ You are undoubtedly right, (faid Lord Ray- 
mond :) confidered through the medium ofunbi-* 
afTed reflexion^ all thefe vain diftin£Hons lofe tht 
artificial fplendor whichpridcatnd caprice have an-* 
nexed to them," 

« Aye, (faid Sir Gregory,) it appears to me that 
the beggar and the king, God blefs him 1 are made 
out of one ftuflF^ ajid why, when they are both 

put 
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putquiedy down in the grave, the worms won't 
pay a bit more refpe£l to one than to the other, a^4 
for that reafon I have no notion of defpifing peo- 
ple becaufe they cannot reckon you up long ilrings^ 
of lords and dukes in their families." 

" Your reflexions are no lefs liberal than philo^ 
fophic. Man and all his fublunary honours pafs a-» 
way like traniitory ibadows," 

<* Aye, (faid Sir Gregory,) man is like the grafs 
of the field, as the Prayer-book l^s y to-day he is 
here, and to-morrow caft into the oven, which I take 
to fignify the graVe. ^ Heigh ho ! But now you fee 
the thing that perplexes me ' moft is the thougbti 
of what people will be apt to^fay concerning my 
marrying thisNberc^ girl, ififuch a thing fbovld 
come td paft ; i^^ ^ .my^l4 being rather, fl^icken 
in years, do not you think now that fptks will be 
apt to condemn me for not taking to wife fame Ux-^ 
ber dderty perfon, that might be a .n^re fuitabl^ 
^iompanion to >me,'* > : . > 

"My deat- Sir Gregory, I am aftoniiied to hear 
fo weak an argument adopted by a perfim of your> 
fuperior underftanding. What will the world fay 
C^ me ? ' is tile cry on all occafions. Why, ir> 

God's 
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Geih name> let k fay le^st ft ]£eaAs. ®o long at 
1 4tnew myfelf to tre cigiit^ and feci m^df to be 
hsTfry^y, what fllttll prevent me from de^iftng iu 
cenfure^ tmd &niiig4tt apbJeyaary^ <hr oifions at de^ 
ance ! Encircled in the ibnd.arms of a tender and 
beautiful helpmate, whofe gratitude will undoubt- 
edly raivder yotir Felkity the fuptremc ebjwft of her 
sitimtipn, whatwUI it avail to you that the erring^ 
multitude (hould xfub you an. did blockhead, whilft 
the convidion of your own felicity will moft for- 
cibly give the lie to ^e raik decrees of tbdr li-: 
eemious tribunal ?" 

M Not a ruAi indeed ! (Aid Sir Gi^gery^ chucks 
KAg with fitafiare ai the tdea») not a ruih indeed I^ 

' ^ HicyfOfft tiK ifH&uve, (refumed Lord Ray-rr 
iiond,) and iiippofe tbat^ rqeSing the Uefing^ 
ef contiiibial happinefe tbrough a rain piin£tiHo^ 
yoH devote the remainder of your days to a fbirow^ 
M ^eKbacy > when )the glooms U old agt, tii idt 
its attendant train of forrows ahd infirmities fliall 
gather thick around you, thoagh the world fhould 
risen fiiy diae you ai^d like >a wife tttM'i^i avoiding 
aUjQtevoounftt With a fex ijrfiofe endearing tenders 
xiefe is, perhaps, moft p^cuUaily requiltte at that 
flbieary and uncoilifianatile pedod of^ life^ will the 
' approbation 



B{;^oliatb9a of sl judgment & paittal and faUibitt 
^JTea yaur meltmcholy hocnra, and Dec^aipciift 
}K>a £:}r die ftbfeoCQ of the; Idnd a&ftances and iup*- 
ixxrting confoktioAS ot;i&n:^ktendcfn€6. aadfe^ 
iiude worth ?^ 

^ I wouMnot give A bafe ferthing for it !^^ AM 

« Huppiiidfo, my de« Sir Gpego^y^ (continued 
£rord^ Ray«H)ncH) h^piiieft h th* genvof whkh 
3^ mattlCFnd af^ ih l^rdit tJndlsr wkftte\<er^i#0-. 
retit forms it m^ pt^fenc itfdi) to their imagina* 
ti^n^y the ol$i^ of tineir pfurfmt fe ^t Ikintcj iWR, 
furely, of aJtmankiitd, ^6f^.^nf wdft wid%^ffom 
the point, who, inftead of deri|&ing it from its ge- 
nvane (buree, .the ffdiings df-tfteir oif^h ^fbms, 
ereft their airy fables of feRcily on t!»e wavering 
and unfubflantial bafis of popular applaufe." 

" Tbat isy a^I^ppr^hettd, (¥epH«diSk''(J«reg6tjt) 
yott-fti^an^thfdfe fflly peopk'wh6 goabetrfrptdfiiinfg 
for city-honoup$> attd- are ^tWn-O'^Kg^d^ w keep 
caroufing with a fet of low-life blackguards, eat- 
iiig,< A'm)ii(tgi Wfiftfin^ and f«ai4^* out t!ieir 
cdnAte«[tioiie beJIbfie ^h»y can ob^nJn <v*llslt th«y 
vA(h fop s bMtyfcfPtof own ffm^ tbotigh< t iftight 
4 have 
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have got myfelf made an alderman as eafUy as h 
can ^k up this here ftile before usj I thank my 
God I never was aml)itk>us of fetting myfelf up 
above my neighbours, but was always ivilling t(> 
give way to others ; fo you fee, he that puUeth 
down the proud and fetteth up the humble hath 
exalted me in his own good tim^. See, yonder is 
the garden : how fweet the bean-blofloois fiiiell ;! 
Is not that the pretty girl I fee yonder under a tree ? 
Oh, no ! it is the old man. His head is fo white, 
that I proteft I took it for a cap« However> dp 
not drop any thing of what we have been difcour- 
fing about. I will go and afk abput the plants } 
want, as it were : we will do-nothing raflily^ there 
is no good in runi^ing hand before head.'^ 

The gentlemen were received by the cottagers 
with their accudomed courtefy. 

<< I think (faid Sir Gregory to the old gardener) 
I iaw fome handfome ihrubs here with you laft 
nighty and, if you have any to difpofe of, I ihould 
^ be glad to ftrike a bargain with you." 

Old Auftin led him thrpug^ the garden,, and 
exbibit^all his plants, fbrubsj ilowe;^) &c. Sir 
Gregory looked ibmetimes at thetP) :but ^en; times 

oftcner 



R O S I N A. $5 

softener at Rofina. In fine, he was fo divided by 
the variety, that he knew not on what to fix, but 
faid he would retura again next day. Lord Ray- 
mond, meantime, was not inattentive to>hiS) own 
.advantage : he feized aa opportunijcy' of fpealting 
to Rofina wbilft Auilin had led Sir Gregory to a 
little diftance. 

" Mifs Mortimer, (faid he,) fince our unexpe<£):- 

«d interview, I have thought of nothing but you. 

' Even in my dreams you are prefent j I cannot ex- 

prefs the regret and afhonifhment with which I 

cohfider the alteration of your circumftances/' 

*' And why (replied Rofina with vivacity) {hould 
you regret an alteration which 1 do not> They 
know little of the human mind who imagine that 
happinefs depends on exterior circumfiances. It 
is a plant, my Lord, that might flourifb in a defert* 
I feel this mountain-air agree wonderfully well with 

it." . -^ . . ' . :: 

"But is my fweet philofopber ignorant (replied 
Lord Raymond) that folitary happinefs is a fordid 
and unfocial principle, and that, to enjoy felicity 
in its utm^ extent, it is necefiary to dijSufe it/' 

" And fo 1 do, (faid Rofma.) I confider myfelf 

as 
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a^ a little quden : diis (pot of twclvo actts. is mjr 
tscirUDry : tay domdtic poi^try^ fh^eo gofttt^ ftiee 
Atep, . twd covif«^ and tn aft, are tbd AAj^s o^ A\)r. 
trtnoctttit tmpife* A-uftifi i» my prime fiiiniftei>, 
and it it file hvAtttk^ of t^mr li^ttto (biddouf pea«^ 
p\€ fpomM^ty ific^fiv€»feii€e« They aH k>ve 09, 
they flock around us when they fee u^ i kiftaeneed 
only by the pure inftinSs of nature, no falfhood 
or diffimulation lurks bdneatb th^fe fimple domon- 
ftcacions of ^Ik&ion^ Whnt a modd for Courts !** 

<« Rofina, (fiiid Lord Ra^Mond, catching h«r 
hand, amd ki^tog it as h6 (p^Q^) you were boffi 
to reign ! I felt this truth when I met you in a 
court, Hut I e:fcptricntre it more fardibiy itow that 
I find you in a cottage/* 

His air and geff ure, as h<i fp6ke, wftrfe tot>i<ti- 
paiEtme* tc^cfcape obfervatton. Rtrfhiar frowtied. 

" My Lord, (faid (he,) though cuftom may 
^avc rendered this ftyle of unmeaning gallantry 
familiar toyou, an infrant's refej^ioK will convince 
you that you greatly miftake Its place. Referve 
it for tbofe fcenes of ptideand fjil^ddf to whiA 
ufemaymakeitiieceffitrys tmtletthfettvdltngg cf 
the humble be facred to iincerity. Let not the pure 
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air of this innocent region be infcfted with the poi- 
fonous breath of flattery and adulation." 

« Adulation, Rofma ! — Could you but read mjr 

heart!" 

« Oh 1 (faid Rofina, fmiling,) the analyfis of the 
heart of a man of gallantry would fcldom do mucli 
honour to its poffeflbr." 

Lord Raymond, ftruck with the juftice of this 
obfervatipn, continued /bip^. moments filent Sir 
Gregory and Auftin joined ,them. Every fufpi- 
cion, which the alteration of lier circumftances 
had excited in the mind oif Lord Raymond, inju- 
rious to the honour fyf Rofma, was by this time 
diflipated. The candour 6f her manners, her na- 
tive vivacity, depreft by no fentiment of that abafe- 
ment which, in minds not totallv degenerate, is 
infeparablc from the confcioufnefs of depravity, 
that fatal and humiliating feeling which deforms 
the faireft blooms of beauty, and contraSs the 
brow with the defponding gloom of felf-reproach j 
every circumftance confpired to convince- him that 
Rofma was biamclefs. Her features were expan- 
ded by the fcrenity of innocience, her demeanor 
ennobled with all tlie cfignity of unfullicd honour; 

VoL-L F , yet^ 



98 Itbfe^llN'A. 

yet, fer from being awed into refpeft by that pa- 
rity and virtue, and reliriquiihing thofe licentious 
views which the fuppofition of her depravity might 
at firft have excited in a bofom fomewhat lefs har- 
dened than his own, by increafing his admiration 
of her chara<^er, they communicated new energy 
to his wiflies, and foothed his vanity with the idea 
of a dearer and more glorious conqueft. He ap- 
proached her again, when he could addrefs her 
without being over heard. 

"Isitpoffible (faid he) that "Mrs." !Fitzofborne 
c4n hive been fo cruelly capricious as to^have de« 
ferted you ? or,, perhaps, (he exifts nolopger ?" 

"Heaven forbid 1 (faid Rofina with fervor.) 
Deferted me ! oh, no ! You are little acquainted 
with the character of the perfon to whom you im- 
pute fo deTpicable a caprice, — a chara<aer which, 
' to do It juftice, would require the tongue of an an- 
gel.'* 

" Why then (faid Lord Raymond) does ihe fuf- 
fer you to continue in a fituation fo inconfiftent 
with your birth and education ? — a fituatron which 
muft neceflarily, expofe you 'both to danger and to 
^fficulty." 

"She 
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«< She knows not where I am," (aid Rofina* 

*VThis is altogether aftonifhing ! for I muft be- 
lieve, nay I am perfeftly convinced, you could ne- 
ver have defervedly forfeited her friendfhip,** 

« I think I have not, (faid Rofina.) I think I 
never was more worthy of her proteSion than at 
the moment I jrenounced it ', ebut J.am 4ifrAid the 
motives which influenced my conduct will appear 
vifionary to you, however fatisfedory they may 

** ^Y^ttivrown ^pi^bation js^undQubt^ly of m^f^ 
fiCoai&%ttraQe," faidX^ord-R^mpnd* 

t <*Ll)thiafc ib i toc^'j rcpJiedHofina,: fmiling'. 

: SirJGcttgory having fii-etcfacd his vifit tOiiis bog 

i ai^ian as liie could 5Kith lanyodecency ptoti^ft: it, 

-{M-opofed L to ; liord lA^jmood^tO; jrelwrn. Jn ^ir . 

i«alk rJMiB«Wtrd^)i jbo^ jg^P^ngien i ff^GBO/^ m^^h, 

inclined to taciturnity, <for /the jtbou^ts of both 

were engaged on fubjeds, which, though fomewhat 

i^r^lisiiiUi«g, 4«rQ£e liiot oidtogctfaer Jiuular y ior Sir 

f^.Gcsgory jmedkated i^jm { ju»oiu:tble .iUmoni twbilfl: 

IxiideRa]anondicovioiTQ4tohia;n|is4^P^ 9f guiky 

xiftdil^on. 
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CHAP. XIIL 



ANOTHER VISIT TO THE COTTAGE. 



THE next day Lord Raymond determined at 
all events to fee Rofina alone. The par- 
tiality which heretofore he had fek for her had been 
loft in the defpair of feeing his wifhes crowned with 
fuccefs, now reanimated his heart with all the added 
fervor of hope. " Oh ! what a miftrefs ! (faid he 
to himfelf,) what a friend ! what felicity to poflefs 
the undivided tendernefs of a heart fo amiable, un- 
fliackled by any ties but thofe of love and nature ! 
Bleft be the propitious fate that has thrown her in- 
to my arms at the moment when I confidered her 
as loft to them for ever !'* 

But, whilft Lord Raymond thus fondly indulged 
his foliloquies, he never once refleded that the 
Uifs hefo brightly pi<Siured to himfelf had its foun- 
dation 
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elation In the deftruftion of innocence, the perver- 
fion of every lovely quality of the heart, which, 
by enfurjng efteem, can alone perpetuate tender- 
nefs. He continued his courfe to the cottage of 
the poor unfufpefting Rofina, and, reconnoitring 
it fometime at a diftance, obferved that Auftinled 
his^ afs, laden with vegetables, out of the farm- 
yard, and fliut the gate after him. Lord Ray^ 
mond approached the garden ; he walked flowly 
nlong fide the green fence, like the arch fiend v/hen 
he firft formed the defign of entering Paradife, re- 
volving in his dark bofom how beft to introduce 
remorfe and mifery into that fweet retreat of fc- 
renity and innocence. He heard the voice of gai- 
ety, and, approaching the fpot it proceeded from, 
beheld Rofina fitting on the grafs, and f^ewis, the 
young parfon, thrown at full length at her ildc ; 
between them laid fome ftraw, Lewis was em- 
ployed in picking out the beft, whiKl Rofma woyo 
it into a little baiket. Lord Raymond contt.iipla- 
ted this innocent pair with fenfations not diffimilar 
to thofe wkh which his prototype beheld our pri- 
meval parents in Paradife, He liftened to th^ir 
converfation, and overheard the following dia-> 
logue, / ^ 

"No, Rofy,-(feid Lewis,} you are notj^yott 

cannot be the daughter of the old man whom you 

F 3 call 
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c^l your father. Your ap|>earance, your marw^ 
ners, nay^ evcil theinvdi/ntary refpaft. with whicb 
he treats ypu^ is an evidence that he beholds- youx 
m s^fuperior light*" 

<^ I perceive^ friend) (faid- Rofina)) thou haft a 
mighty progeniity to imagine me a-princds indifw 
guife." 

« Alas ! (replied Lewis,/ thej^e is a flxaogp- 
perverfeikft iA-tibe4mixiaa hearty which often^ ia** 
dines it to believe what ifioft it fears/' 

^« And why fhauld my/ exaltation^ excite ypuc 
apprcbenfions V^ 

<< Rofina, ^replied Lewis, inaitene o( muchr e- 
metion, ) I feel that you are aln^yj toa greatljr tay 
&iperior/* 

«« ibh I (faid Lord Raymond to* himfelf)) X 
muft be ((uielL ia my. operacionSy ot this little io* 
'fidious^devilof a paitfonwiU>circuaiv«it me.'' 

<* I will acknowledge (faid Rofina, after a Ht^ 
lence of fome minutes, that Auftin is not my fe- 
tfaer, and that mjr Vmik k fogejuoi; to my prefent 

oimumftaaeefi^ 



circun^flapce^. I^ wilJ( a^fo^qon^cfe, diat^ though 
I hav/B efljoyQd,m9ff trU;e.c;o9^nt beneath the ftraw 
rcpf of thU^ cottage tlj\^ I had^^^f^^ a^ Jo^g^ tin^ ex- 
pe4eu;ce4 ia.a,ipoxe.,fgle^did.tpajifi9n^^ I^ }?^l9ol{^ 

fcy?i^i;4 withi.j^afi^rie to-tlv? ^^^^ ^? ^bf^^ ^^ftpf^ 
n^ ta tfaiat^ rank, in focie^) M^hich, though v^jii;, 
pocul^rcirq^^ap9e&(^Uj;ed^ t<> rel^q^uUh. it; 
kf ap ifltejrvsiJ^, I s^^ n$^ i^ii9/bp}Kfr^ coojigi tft, 

« It IS eaqugl^' (/a^4.i;i^Vfffp rifijgJifjhe^fj^ 
yawr.^»p4our ^^ yfl!|U|i qth^rrvirtu^ ^Jsy jpl*, 
he bleft in the perftSt accompliQi^ig^^^i ^ijmX. 
wifhes ! if my prayers could avail : but hark ! tUf 

wcU.". 

KpQi^. Ioo|;:o4 s^er him a^d Agl^^ S||; he 
h^ftilje df^ended.tO)^ fi^ate^ tha$; opened to the^ij-* 
VQr« 'V^hil4> ivQ. qpittpd^ ti^e: g^r^ipnr af q^e. gat^ 
Lo^^iBiH^nq^ e/it^red. Lt;a|; chi^ Qther., 

<< My Lord, (faid Roiina) whofe cheek glowed 
with apgr/sheq^ion a^ his ap]^mqfa,).t^|s wasixjft 
well: 4oa?.. Wb^' appearance will it; wear,^ ^hpul^. * 
a girl i^ ix^y pr^qnt rai^I^ pf^ lifQ conieiUto.rfceiv^ 

the vifj^s of: ^m^nimypyxrW 

F 4 «*Deareft 
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« Deareft Rofina, (cried he,) diveft yourfelf of 
thcfc prejudices. No one wiH know 1 have been 
here J there is no reafon to apprehend any ftri£hires 
on your conduft ; yetj if there were, of wh^t 
confequence to you can be the filly and groundlefs * 
cenfures of a fct of riiftics, amongft whom a 
whimfical reverfe of fortune has thrown you for a 
little interval, and whofe fociety you will in a 
flxprt time defert for ever ! Would any clamour, 
raifed againftyourcondu£t in this fequellered nook, 
ever reach to that diftinguifhed fphere of life, of 
which I hope to fee you fooh become, the tiioft con- 
fpicuous ornament V* 

« My leaving this dbfcurity ((aid Rofiiia) muft 
depend on future circumftances." 

** On your own will alone it cdn depend ; but 
let us not wafte the few precious moments in which 
I can converfe with you alone. Develope the myf- 
teries which hover around you : you have promifeJ 
me an explanation, and I now come to demand it." 

' Rofina, though irrefolute, and fearful of doing 
wrong, could not refift Lord_Raymond's-folicita- 
tions s but, as fhe gave him only a very flight and 
curfory account of many circumftances which 
. . may 
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may require a fuller explanation, in order to ena- . 
ble the reader to enter into th^ intereft of the fub« 
fequent memoirs, weihall prefent a mor e fatisfac* 
tory (kt^il. For this purpofe, it will be ncqef&ry^ 
to look back to a period at leaft thirty years prior 
to the prefent. 



C H A P. XIV. 



A NAILItATIYE* 



MATILDA, the only child of General Sel- 
wyri, when her father, who had been many 
years a widower, quitted the army, was recalled 
from the protecSion of an old maiden aunt to pre- 
lide as miftrefs of his family. Her beauty, her 
vivacity, her goodnefs of underftandingy ahd be- 
nevolence of heart, had endeared her lo her friends, 
and rendered her the idol of her father. Matilda*^ 
mind 'was a foil congenial with every virtue, but 
the enemy had fowed tares which difgfaced th« 
F 5 * goldea 



gcrftfcit harveft. The vhrarfty of her ferffng^, miu 
dtecked in infancy by paremaf atrthorJty^ now, 9t 
a maturerfeafbn of Kfe, oftxn fpMvnti at Fts feRita-- 
ry reftraints. Careffecf, acbrtired, applaudecf, in- 
dlfcrmiinattly praifed, iigiidicfouffy indalgerf, the 
fatal foible of felf-opinion took a deep root in her 
mind, and often ihewed itfelf inthe difagreeable 
confequences of obftinacy, perver(cnefs and ca- 
price. 

General Selwyn poffefled many virtues, and 
was, on. the whole, a truly eftimable charaSier,— 
brave, friendly, unfufpicious ; his arm was readily 
held forth in the defence of the opprefTed, and his 
purfe was ever open eo the claims of the indi- 
gent : he was benevolent, he was liberal, but 
he was ambitious ^ beloved ^<the chief feats in 
the fynagogue, and to be feen of men/* Wealth 
he regarded not for its own fake, but as the means 
of procuring thofe honours and difiin£tions which 
were the ultimate objeftsof his wifhes, the acqui- 
fition of it became a point of importance. In 
this rcfpeft, he was fortunate beyond his expecta- 
tions i for the unexpefted death of a diftant ref- 
lation had lately added two thoufand a year to his 
paternal fortune, which was already very confide- 
rable. It was natural that his views fhould be 
principally dire^ed to the adv^tageous efiablifh- ' 

ment 



menfc of hia Cknjjt ^Un k^/m, xMrniziS^, tjia( 
he ihcMild exp«^ suiil} wflii t;h^t^ Q{{»aMJifii«i^il^ to b^ 
^ktidid At iiid(ie«^« iA^&i4kffiHJ9A k$^f^ %r 
munded by mmyMvmh k^t {kek^}^^{(fiyif^ 
succuftoEDe4 tatji^lAQ^us^.qf a4i^^o% tj^ ibilP 
U^oedtD it wijdl dft^m^ 9)j^rti%i9g l^ng$[Qi4: 
die wadTtuft enomiiuais ik^ Wipi^i^i 9S. s^ tvjb^ 
paid by juAtoe^ to fopf lipi? 9»9rlj^,i tb^< moft 4^^tej^ 
isg pKofoffiops.G^ t9<M|«ni#UKBt liu|^ ^ ^ 4k 
was gayvs if &ribif% th^y oMib hcr ]£im9» 

Mati^ds^teid % Usatd^ a jeoi^ I»4]r ^ ^ eHC|«)r 
lent dirpofiti9a andaouaUepi»;fiw Sifei« mqeis!. t^ 
child o^ her. mQ^Mcfc fiftor> aauj;bf^ p^r^^ k^.Y-r 
ipg left her ia naxxow. emmnftaneefiy lA^ Qeoe^^, 
at his daugliiejr^ ddtre, bad ioviAj^ h^^ ti9 r^M^ 
m his: ftnldy. Tiie ccMad^ olJhfotJlik ¥hP^^m 
eneeHb haughty and capricious^ td ^ yPiWgii^T 
fimwas unifeFinlyi tender, re^2o£Utjl} ai^dr ci;rcu9Vt 
f^eA ; fois. ia maaji^ inftaaces^^ ienfibiliQf Ci^JM 
Ae place of €oki¥a€ioii, and^ withoiiftt having ov^ 
rtoeired a )eA4ii«^ on the fiibjeA^ Sxa ^i tba^-^ 
laifV9 ol hefpitaKtyt ooght to be held iacrc^^ aii4t^ 
ebligattoiis of friendibip regarded as iavieibUe, 

Abeot ^i^ time Matilda was fuA Csen aod' diKr: 

tkigttiflied by Lgrd Seward^ Xlik nofaleom^ 

F 6 though 
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though not paft that period which is reckoned the 
prime of a man's life, had atleaft furvived itsjnoft 
amiable feafon ; neither was bis perfon or manners 
much calculated to recommend him to a girl of 
Matilda's age and turn of mind, though his rank, 
fortune, and confequence, were fuch as to enfure 
her father's approbation. When be firft unfolded 
his fuit to Matilda, (he tdd him, with her natural 
franknefs, that (be did not approve it, andth;Ul[he 
was convii?ced (he n^€r (houUl ; but Lord Seward 
was not eafily diicouraged. Secure of the Ge- 
neral's concurrence, and building, very poiEbly, 
on the caprice which he wanted not penetration to 
obferveinthe cbaradtei; of Matilda, he determined 
to try the effed of that perfeverance and conftancy 
which have often been know^n to conquer, even the 
moft flubborn rsfiftance, and, infpite of themofi 
confirmed . negled,^ refuted to withdraw his fuit. 
As the friend and favour^tp of her father^ JVlatilida 
was obliged to admit his viiits, and even to treat 
him with fome degree of ^diftinftiQni (he, how- 
ever, always received him with that eafy femiliari-? 
ty, if^ich, to a difaerning cye^ is a more uneqwl* 
vocal indication of indifference than the moft decj<« 
ded negledt. Lord Seward, notwithftanding, ftill 
perfevered in bis plan, and evet^ ibmetinies almoft 
perfuaded- himfelf that he wa» g^ni^ grow4 in 

6 hn 
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her favour, becaufe fhe profefied no diflike to his 
fcciety ; he was, however, obliged to raife die 
fiege for the prefent, on being fummoned to at-« 
tend an uncle of his, who laid dangeroufly ill at 
Florence, and. from whom he had confiderable ek- 
pedations. Before ht$ d^ai^ture, he engaged the: 
generatin a promife not to encourage any other 
pretender to Matilda's favour until his retui'n, and 
fet off, a good deal chagriped at the evident fatif* 
iadion fht difplayed at bif departure. 



CHAP. XV. • { 

-. . •> 1 

TH£ NARKAtlVB CONTINUED^ > 



Ib the connipted currents of the ^Kfiridy 
OiFence^s gilded hand may fhb? e by )ai\ist % 
; And oft^tis feeucthe wicked prize it£blf , 
Qut-buys the law. 

SffAKESPEARE. 

IN the early period of liis life, General Selwyn 
had 9 frren4 and brother'-offi^sr, who, befides 
die tender attention, which is the natural refult of 

a fin.. 
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& fincere attachmeaiiv hatir cendsmdb kinEi» vmy itBLT 
po0taa4J femces*. Wor havo al;re;i4)iv faid General 
Sdwyn poi&fled m^ck noU»Qe& of dii(>ofitk>ii«, ft 
i)r tllore^M> ui;i^««eiIkF)r to- ad^ dlat b^ was gpa^e^ 
My (ov ydthoQV gMtiuideno true gener^ty^ can 
fiibfift* This f«teiid, whofii> name^ wa& Captain 
Mof limer, hj^d been engaged in sk bwrfoift wiih biji 
eldeft lu^hefi, wko^ talring ad^moge of an am-* 
biguoiiS' expi^effion kfi tke^ wi)^ of* their 6ther> had 
difputed his ti^e te im patemaV festtme, and' in* 
volved him in a tedious and expenfive fuit, though 
any perfon unacquainted with the quirks and 
quibbles of the law, woufd Bave imagined that the 
intention of the devifor was exprefled in terms too 
plain to admit ^f any ^i^o^^ftiHj^ion. Captain 
Mortimer, however, had the corroborating tefti- 
' monies o#^|biaanyssdp«SabU;witfielles: in favour 
of his claim, that, notwithftanding all the advan- 
tages of fuperior intcreft., and all the fubterfu- 
ges of chicane, the caufe would probably have 
been immediAielx det«iiai««4 in bis ^w\kXj had he 
not in the interiin be^ n feiawd with a violent fever, 
which inthreedays carried him to the gra v e. He had 
h^^U for (bme years a widower, and left but one 
child, a boy of eight years old. With his'lateft 
breath he hequeathed this beloved t^n tathe protec- 
lim.oi bis fri^nd> Gfnexal Seli»yiv wfao^ baAM 

to 



to fo ficrei a derolutioiT, ftoiw that hour took the 
hof under his owit care*, and ev«n determmed ta 
rc&iftate binr m tJie rights of his^ fethcri For feme 
t1me« he profecuted the few-ftrit, and^ had hi^ per-i 
ffeverance been adequate to hiiszeal^ he might pro-i 
bably have fircceeded ; but the enemy^ had' gained 
fe confideriaWe a point by tht death of CaptaJttMiDr^ 
timer, that the General had the conHiflt to begkx 
anew, and found h?mfe>f Rationed on fucbdlfe^U 
rantagecus^ ground, that, bettierac€ufiom€>d tatho 
rapid operations of a military campaign tl)»o1»* 
fSe tardy and tirefome marraeuvfes of a coiirf ef 
juftice, his patience was exhawifted $ and, aftei 
having feen fevera) large fums of memf fwsilcm^i 
np ** in that vaft gulph which nothfa>g difcm^ 
bogues,** he was obliged to defiflf from any fiirtfaor 
proceedings: he, however, eoPkAed Aich pafiieis 
and fubftahtiated fuch ev'I<knce as i^ was judged 
might be of confequence on a day of ftrturt- trials 
if young Mortimer (hould ever find hifnftlf in a 
fituation to revive his claim. 

The improvements of the boy, mean time, ve* 
warded the exertions of his noble benefa£lor : pof* 
fefled of every perfonal attraction that engages ad- 
miration, every mental quality that enforces efteem, 
young Mertimcr, Qrite of the difadvantages o( hia 

dependent 
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dependent fituation. Teemed to outfijip all his 
yqung competitors in the race of fame and honour- 
When of an age to carry arms^ General Selwya 
procured him a commiifiony ahd the uniform pro* 
priety and manly redlttude of his condu£): hady ia 
every inftance, refle^ed honour on his patron. •— » 
His regiment had been Rationed for the laf): fix. 
years in America, and, immediately after the de-> 
parture of Lord Seward» General Selwyn, with 
exceSve fatisfadion, received the tidings of his 
acrival in England. Matilda too, though fhe had 
very little perfonal knowledge of Mortimer, re- 
Jbiced in the return of a perfon who was fo defer- 
yedly efteemcd by her father. Mortimer was ele- 
ven years older than l^erfelf; in childhood fli^ 
had been accuftomed too look up to him as a man^ 
and, on his return to England, fihe was a(i:onifhe4 
to find him ftill fo young and handfome* Charmecl 
with his manners an^ appearance, fhe received hin^, 
as ^n.elder brother. All referve was laid afide be^ 
tween them; they coaverfed with the affedlioriate 
familiarity of friends, who m^et after a tedious fe- 
paratipn* 

The General, ever confiftent in his kindneft 
and generofity to Mortimer, infilled on his rea- 
ding ia his houfe during his continuance in Kng- 

l^J^ 
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land* As it was the beginning of fummer, he re- ' 
moved his family to a fine feat he poflefled in Suf- 
(ex^ Mortimer and Emily (Matilda's coufm and 
favourite,) were of the party; and it now firft en- 
tered into the idea of the General to promote an 
alliance between thefe two perfons, who had been 
fo much the objedls of his benevolence, and whofe 
mutual virtues he imagined would enfure their mu- 
tual felicity i neither did he doubt^ that, with the 
afliftance of Emily's fortune, which was between 
two and three thoufand pounds, Mortimer might* 
be able to revive his dormant claim, and recover 
the eftate to which he had an indubitable right. 



CHAP. XVI. 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



Wh,o ti;:uft alone to beauty's feeble ray 
Boaft but the wealth Balfora's peafls difplay j 
Drawn frdm the deep, we own the furface bright. 
But, dark witiiin, they drink ho luftrous light. 

COLXINS. 

CONSISTENTLY with this plan,* the ge- 
neral feized every opportunity of leaving 
Mortimfer with Emily and Matilda j but his man- 
oeuvres 
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ccuvref were pro^u^ive. ofr conCi^Qn^ vpi;yr^ 
rcjno^e frppsi thpf^ wjiich h&ite|t^^d|l\^)5j(df,Mff»w^ 
rafult^frof^ theta. jyiortimcr,. on 1^^ rpt^.m tpij 
!E).ng]aii;ic}i h^ coiiftdered M^U(^^ M(it)x fentJm€;^ts- 
fifpilar tQ tjiofe, with. wWfh.be \«coMl4;h^vp.hieheld,ja. 
ypujiger fift^n WMft l\^ aij oj^iriJd A^r p^i€<3i W5^ 
he regretted, heri defedjjs j h^, c^pjciqe, an^ va^ty^ 
oftea difgufted. hip^>. ^<li. t^Q candid, to, f^oop tq. 
infincority, be gaye- hiqpfejf no trouble tp.qpnceaV 
h}s cmotiQiis, This pl^inn^fs, in, Mqrfiwx,, a 
plaiKUiefs ta vi^hiph Maitild^, ba4 J^cn^fo lit^^ ap-, 
cuftaaied, dif£)le^l^aadaftQMiA*l^ h^f» but,itfixed 
her at^Qtio^ 

<^ This Mortimer is a ftrange fellow I (faid (he 
to Emily 5) I am at a lofs to explain my own fen- 
timent& in refpe^ to, him,'' 

«« How ftrl*' 

** There is fomething in his manners to which 
I am entirely unaccuftomed; Whenever our fen- 
timents happen to differ, which i^ frequently the 
cafe, he diiTeiits from my, opinion, and e^prefTes 
his owPt with as little ceremony as if he was fpeak* 
ing to a.iplnlike himfelf : th^. L often- ohfervetha^ 
be, iS; e.x.Qe^dingly. inattentive to ms whijft I fpeak;.'* 



> 
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** Not when you addrcfs himfelf^ (feid Emily,) 
for Mortimer is perfe£Uy polite,'* 

"You. may. find him. fo, (replied. Matilda,) but,^ 
for my. own part,. I never met wiih a man who 
treated me in To. cavsdier a . manner ', but what prpr- 
voices me the moft is^ that, nQtwithfta94;^g,hi$. 
.eyidehc iudiSerence,, there is fopiietbing in^is der . 
meanoux^ that imprelTes me with iAvolMAtajcy. re^*^ 
fped^ and every, other man, howeyer hi« fu^erior/ 
in ranlcand. fortune, . fcems to dwindle iat0 infigr 
nificance in:his preience : tbit i$^ what, I QumoC 
define." 

^^ And what would. indeed be indefinable^ (^-. 
glied Smilx^) * were the dqgfee of- refpe^we feel, 
ibr others alwayi^ to be» BrogooiAnqi to.theii;raak» 
and fortunes but you, Matilda, can allow for other 
ckttjn^f' 

^^ Y^i, (^refiieiii Matilda,); aod" Mortimer- emi- 
nently pofleffes every other title to attention an4 
refped, I acknowledge that, fond as I may be 
•£ adtmiadonv I would wiliinglp pa»twitfa half a 
feoM o£ mjiadmipeiB t^ftwid si»bigh in hss &vouq 
as you doj Emily/' 

<»And 
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** And yet (faid Emily,) he often difputes my 
opinions when they diflent from his own ; but, far 
from being difpleafed at fuch contradid^ion, I re« 
ceive it as a mark of efteem j for no man of un- 
derftanding will take the trouble of oppofing the 
fentiments of a \voman he defpifes ; nor, by con- 
troverting grofs and palpable abfurdity, give it a 
confequence it defer'ves not. ' I am contented with 
being treated by Mortimer as a friend and eqtial ; 
but you, Matilda, are mortified and difappointed, 
becaufe he has too true ah efteem for you to footh 
your vanity with tfte language of adulation, though 
I doubt not that, in his heart, he feels as true an- 
admiration of your good qualities as the moft 
pafEonate of yolir admirers. You fee, Matilda, 
there are two perfons in the World from whom 
you are likely to hear the words of truth." ' 

« And the two worthieft in it ! (faid Matilda, 
throwing her arms round Emily as ihe fpoke 5) 
Emily, do you then think that Mortimer eftecmg 
me?'^ ... 



. The door opened as (he fpoke j Mortimer ap- 
peared at it. Seeing them .engaged in eonverfa- 
tion, he turned to withdraw. ; .. 

«Gon»e in, Mortiiner, (faid Matilda, with an 

air 
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air of innocent familiarity,) we were fpeaking of 
you," , r 

*' And what were you faying of me ?" faid Mor- 
timer, advancing. 

«« That I did not greatly approve your manner 
of treating me." 

r 

Though (he tried to fmile as (he fpoke, there 
was a ferioufhefe in her manner that convinced 
Mortimer ihe was not entirely in jefl:. 

<* Not approve my manner of treating you ! 
(repeated he.) Can I have been fo unguarded, fo 
ungrateful, as to have given any juft caufe. of dif- 
approbation to the daughter of my friend ?" , 

« There again ! (faid Matilda ;) that is another 
point that mortally difpleafes me. Am I entitled 
to no friendfhip, rio efteem, but >yhat is to defcend 
to me by right hereditary ? Emily too teazes me 
with my father's goodnefs to her." 

*' I never doubted (replied Mortimer) that Ma- 
tilda pofleffes. good qualities to entitle her to be 
cfteemed on her own account'* 

•'But, 
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"But, though you are fo generous as' ta gite 
her credit for thofe good qualities, they have as 
yet eluded your penetration/* 

" Indeed they have not j I have difcovered ma- 
ny of them." 

<^ But are they not more than coumetbalanc<id 
by her faults!" 

" I hope and believe they are not'.*' 

*< You hope and believe !" repeated Matilda, in 
ft tone of chagrin. 

*^My dear little friend, (faid Mortimer, advan* 
cing to Matilda, and taking both her hands as he 
fpoke,) I hope the time is not far diftant when 
more knov^^ledge of the world arid your own good 
undeifftariding will teach-you to conceive' that the 
language of a Tmcere'ahd hon^ft heart is greSWy 
preferable to thofe unmeanipg effufions wtfth Which 
too many men think themfelves authorised to'dc- 
ceive your fex, and to- dilgrace their own. For 
my part, 1 am ' far' from,*preteriding to a'Hoical a- 
pathy in refp6& to 'female^' beauty : it contains' a 
charm, a magic, which, when sCllied wrth'wat'th 

4' and 
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and fentimeilt, is altogether irrefiftible. You have 
no reafon to imagine, that, becaufe I iicver com- 
plimeiited you on the fiibj e^ of your petfonal kt- 
tra<9i6hs, I was lefs (enCble of their influence than 
other men; 

'^ For if a face can win a'heaf t, 

You have a facbe to win." 

But. your face alone, Matilda, will never win a 
heart worth the pains- of keeping. In the eyes of 
eveiy worthy • and fenfible man, beauty will be 
at moft but a fecondary > con&deration i for beauty 
in a wife'^will be found but a fori-y fubAitute in the 
abfence of thofe mild aiFeCtions,' and that .^gentle 
oomplmnce, ' whichfar exceed the traiifient ' bloom 
. of perfonal attrai£lion«, and are the moft lovdy and 
permanent ornaments of ypur fex«" 

" O 'MortJftier ! (faid 'Matilda, diflolving in 
tears, and turning towards him',) how peciiliar is 
the power of your perfuafion, when even reproof 
from your lips is more alluring than the moft" par- 
tial encomiums from thofe of any oth6r man !-^ 
You and Emily, (continued (he, wiping her eyes, 
and fmiling as (he fpbke,) Vhalt be from* this mo- 
ment my,fpiritukl direftors. * Whatever ^ ma/ be 
the faults of my manners, *my* heirt, at ld^ft,'1s 
Hot depraved. I feel at this moment th'atf it isnei- 

ther infenfiblc nor ungrateful," 

Such 
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Such was the commencement of a paffion \riiich 
increafed every hour in the innocent bofom. of Ma- 
tilda. Unprejudiced reafon, difinterefted genero- 
fity, every ixohlo motive, feemed to fanftify her 
afFedlion, and fhe yielded without one refifting 
effort to fenfations that appeared ho lefs honourable 
than delightful. A look, a word, a fmile, expref- 
five of approbation from Mortimer, communica- 
ted to Matilda's bof6m a more animated transport 
than it had ever experienced amid the applaufes of 
univcrfal admiration, and the fond exultations of 
gratified vanity. Her character foftened, fhe be- 
came fenfible of her own defeats, and ftudious to 
correft them ; (he looked up to Mortimer as her 
friend, her monitor ; flie formed herfeJf by his 
example; fhe adopted his ■ fentiments ; every illi- 
beral prejudice of education faded from her mind, 
which feemed to beam with new lights, and to glow 
with new virtues. 

Though the modefty which eminently diftin- 
guifhed Mortimer rendered him blind to the na- 
ture of the preference Matilda fo decidedly gave 
him, longer than any other man would have been 
in his place, he could not long continue uncon- 
fcious of a partiality fhe took fo little pains to 
conceal i and it is needlefs to fay what impreflion 

the 
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the difcovery of fuch an attachment, in the bofom 
of a girl fo lovely as Matilck, muft produce on a 
heart that glowed with gratitude and throbbed 
with fenfibility. But Mortimer, though unable 
to command his feelings, had: fortitude to reftrain 
them. He beheld, at one glance, all the pbfiacles 
which impeded his union with Matilda, his inferior 
rank^ her father's ambition, his own obligations t^ 
that father, and, in the heroifm of true honour, 
he determined that the fccret of his paffion (hould 
never pafs his lips ; but he was a novice in hypo^ 
crify.. The firft deceit he had ever occafion t9 
pra(Sife fat uneafily on him : nojiwithftanding his 
efforts to difguife his feelings, hiS; looks, his; voice^ 
his embarraiTment, and melancholy, betrayed them.; 
and, wi thout having ever uttered the flighteft hint 
expreflive of his fentiments, a tlioufand paffioAate 
proteftations could not have more ilrongly alTure^ 
Matilda that fhe was tenderly beloved, n . . 

. Emily perceived their mutual attacht^ent, and 
the confequent alteration in Matilda's chara6ler, 
with delight; for ihe fancied the General's exr 
treme partiality for his daughter would eafily in- 
duce him to facriiice his ambitious Views to he^ 
happinefs. 

Vol. I. G Though 
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Though it WIS late in Aiitiimii, they ftiH con* 
tinued in the country. The Genersd foon chkrv'^ 
mi th«t his plan, in refpeA to Mortimer and £mi« 
lyi took not its defired effeA; but bis penetration 
extended no farther; for it never entered his ima- 
gination to conceive that Matilda, who had re«- 
jeOed fo many rich, young, and noble fuitors, 
cotttd form an attachment to a man at ieaft eleven 
years older than herfelf,— -a man ungraced by ho- 
nours and ungtfbed by fortune. In eftimating the 
charaAers of others, we are apt to consider diem 
through die medium oiT our own prejudices ; vain 
and ambitious hiinfelf, he imputed, without reflec- 
^on, to the mind of his daughter the foiUcs which 
diftinguilhed his own. 

The Qenerat had occafion to leav^e home for 
Ibme time, and left Emily and Matilda to the 
protedion of Mordmer ; the wetne& of the wea- 
ther prevented the arrival of other company ; he 
"Was kft almoft entirely alone wi^ them. He felt 
Ae trial too much for him, and oDe evening, 
srt: fupper, told diem, with an emotion he could 
not conceal, (that he mulb leave diem on the moi^ 
row. 

•« To*morrow V* repeated Matilda, in an ac- 
cent Uiat befpoke her vexation* 

<< Mortimer, 
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^^Mortimier^ {&xd EaUly, who hegs^n to pctt8- 
jtraJtehis motives,) the General left us to your pro- 
tection i doe$ it becpqae 4 foidkr to ^aodon his 

<< Yes, Eoiilyi whim duties of a nature more 
{mporti^lt call him from it.'^ 

« Mortimer, (faid Emily, with a penetrating: 
flJbnce,} beware I Our duties have their bounda^ 
tits: Wt when, inftJgated hy a bliad zeal, yit 
overfiiQot the mark, there is more of entbuliaf^i 
than of good &nfe in the exertiou.** 

<« Tnie^ Emily, ( replied Mortimer^ with 
warmth,) our duties have their boundaries, b^t 
when gratitude and hpnour draw the lines th^t 
marie them, ftall the j^iean and partial didates of 
felf-love perfuade us to violate ,th)e iacred pre- 
cinas V 

^^ Mortimer, (faid Matilda, reaching out her 
hand to him as ihe fpoke,) you muft not leave us ! 
My friend, my preceptor, (continuidihe, widi an 
enchanting (mile,) muft not leave hit work un« 
finifhed : he muft ftay and perfed my reformation. 
O Mortimer*! eveiy virtue you have endeavoured 
G a t9 
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to cultivate in my mind will droop when you' arc 
gone } they are ft ill weak and feehle, they requiit 
the ray of encouragement, the foft fmile of ap- 
probation. Mortimer, you are the friend of my 
heart, the guardian of its virtues j they exift but 
in your prcfence : — I cannot live without you." 

She burft into tears as flie fpoke, Mortimer, 
inexpreflibly afFefted, prefled her hands to his lips ; 
but, inexorable in his duty, he arofe abruptly, and 
retired. At the hour of breakfaft next morning, 
ihcy heard with aftonifliment that he had fet off for 
London at five in the morning. Matilda was o- 
verwhelmed with confternation at this news, but 
Emily, who faw the full extent of Mortfiitier's 
tcndcrnefs for her, confoled her by reprefehting to 
her that it would not be difficult to recall him, 
and that his too rigid fenfc of honour muft at length 
be conquered by fofter fenfations. 

A few days afterwards, Matildj^ received the 
following letter from her father. 

« My deareft Matilda, . 

I entreat that you and Emily will join 
atie in. London, with all poffib^e expedition. I 

have 
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have been here three days, and find that'my bufi- 
nefs will not permit me to return to you, to efcort 
you to town^ as I hoped I ihould have been able 
to do. 

" Lord Seward is returned from Florence ; I 
had a long converfation with him laft night. He is 
as much enamoured as ever, and afUires me, that 
all the fignioras of Italy have nptbeen able to ba- 
niih my, fweet Matilda onp moment from his bo* 
fom. Surely, fo cpnftant an attachment merits a 
return. Indeed, my dear girl, you have already 
demurred a ftifficient time ; ample indulgence has 
already been: allowed to your caprice. A father 
muft be a tyrant who forces the inclinations of his 
child, but it is his duty to endeavour to lead them 
in a right direction, and where can thofe of my 
Matilda be fixed with more propriety than on Lord 
Seward. His fortune, already fo large, has been 
confiderably augmented by the death of his uncle. 
Confider the rank to which you will be raifed by 
this alliance, the honour it will refledl on your fa- 
mily. But I feel that more rhetoric is unnecefla- 
ry : I feel that my beloved child will no longer ca- 
pricioufly perfift in her rejection of an union which 
is the firft a|id deareft objea of her father's 
wifhes. 

G 3 "I 
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^ I Pti» aftoAiAed at Mortimer's finexpeded 

arrival, and ftill more f6 when tie acqusdnted me 

ivith the very extraordin^ motive of it. He has 

moft unaccountably, and without once confulting 

me on the fubjeA, agreed to exchange his com- 

mi/Hon for that of an officer whofe regiment has, 

been ordered to Bengal ; a ftep by which he coun- 

teraSs every fcbeme I had formed for bis future 

eftablilhmentj and voluntarily renounces the prof^ 

pe£t of recovering his paterhal fortune^ an event 

he had every reafon to hope for. I cannot exprefe 

to you how much I am concerned and mortified 

at his condu^. Were I to exert all my influ- 

ence, I might, perhaps, {)effuade him to relinquiih 

this chimerical pfojed j but Mortimer is arrived 

at die years of difcretion, and, having conft^red 

obligations, gives us no right to tyrannize ovef 

thofe whom we may fuppofe to be indebted to us. I 

hoped that ere now our dear Emily would have 

fdrged a chain to bind this wanderer; but all my 

hopes have been fruftratcd. Your compliance 

with the wilhes of your father, my fweet Matilda, 

muft recompenfe him for every other difappoint- 

ment." 

Matilda, diunderftrtick with die contents of this 
letter, as fopn as her tears would permit her, 

ihatched 
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(katched up her pent and juafwcred it in the fol« 
lowing eerms. 

«« My dear Father, 

Emily and I> in compliance 
with yomr defire, will fet out early to-nunrrow 
morning ; but why are we thus abruptly fummon* 
cd i If it is on Lord Seward's account, I muft 
candidly tell yeu, we may as well be permitted to 
remain where we are : if I can avoid it, I will 
Bcver admit another viiit from that man. What<* 
ever may have been my faults, and I now fed 
them all but too fenfibly; infincerity was never of 
dieir number. Vain though I may have hccn^ 
and fond of admiratieii, I never f^urchafed it at 
the expence of ingenuoufnefs and honour, never 
threw out an artful allurement to enfnare the af* 
feiSlion I meant not to return. I cannot love Lord 
Seward, and I have repeatedly told him fo ; if he 
then ftill perfeveres in a fuit which I never did^ 
nor ever will, encourage, at his own door lie the 
folly and the lofs ; to me no blame can be imputed. 
Hitherto, through refpeft to you, I have treated . 
him with decency and politenefs ; but for the fu- 
ture, I (hall not think it incumbent on me to keep 
any meafures with a man, who, in defiance of a- 
vowed indifference and difguft, inlolently prefumes 
G 4 to 
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to perfecuteme with a paffion I abhor. « Where, 
fay you, can the inclinations of Matilda be fixed 
with more propriety than on Lord SQward ?" — 
O the blindnefs of ambition f Caft youneyes a- 
round you -in fearch of another objedl, they need 
not wander far, and let your heart anfwer the quef- 
tion. O my father! I feel your kindncfs, lac- 
knowledge your tendernefs ! My heart, at this in- 
ftant, throbs with filial gratitude at the recoHeaeA 
inftances of your paternal love, which rife in.quicic 
fucceffion to my memory* 1 know no earthly con- 
fideration is fo dear to you as the happinefs of your 
child ; but is there no entrance to felicity but 
through the gilded portals of ambition ? no ^' reft 
unto our fouls'' but beneath the pompous canopy 
offtate? . 

^* The mind is it's own place, and in itfelf 
" Can make a hell of heav'n,-— a heav'n of hclL'* 

Do parade and fplendor fiipply an antidote againft, 
aifliftion ? a fliield to defend us from human cala- 
mity ? a fpell to fetter the gloomy and perturbed 
fpirits of care and difcontent ? Alas ! it is with 
the ambitious and the proud thefe demons fix their 
favourite refidence, poifon each fource of felicity, 
and cloud every profpedl of joy, 

" You 



<« You inveigh againft the defpot who forces the 
inclinations of his child; but what avails it to the 
trembling vldiiin Miti^jSf^f/i^lh, .whether fhe be 
dragged to its horrid altars by the iron chains of op^ 
preffion, or more gently drawn to them by the 
filken bords of, perfuafion. Every fpecies of com- 
pulfion is contradictory to reafon, irreconcilable 
with religion, and- woe be to the father, who, by 
unjuft and cruel impodtions, forces his children to 
renounce the facred tiesj)f ^filial duty. 

<< But blefTed be the divine hand, who has p1a« 
ced Matilda beneath the protedlion of a fether, 
fronv whom fhe has no unj ufi: impoiitions to appre- 
hend, no tyrannic (w&y to contend with ; a father^ 
wfao^ by uniting the tendernefs of the parent withf 
the' indulgence of the friend, has fecured to him« 
. fclf every amiable title to her afFctlion, every juft 
claim to her rational obedience.'' 
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CHAP. xvn. 

tHt KA&ftAiriVt CONTIiruSDv 
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1^ yrORTIMER was wkh tiie General when 
XVX. he received this ktter» It was written in 
a ftmin fo very new to^ Mitilda^ that he Was afto- 
mthtd at it, for he was. little aware. bow great a 
revolution her fentimencs had uadergoae ia the 
ipace of a few months. 

^< This provoking girl, (cried he, biting his 
lips, and frowning with vexation,) £iith ! I do not 
know what to make of her. Hitherto fhe ufed to 
baffle my arguments with laughter and rallery^ 
but, in diis curious eptftle^ (he has thought pro- 
per to avail herfelf of more ferious auxiliaries. I 
am afraid, Mortimer, you have contributed to put 
this nonfenfe into her head/' 

Mortimcr^s 



R 5 I N A. tgt 

Mortimer'6 cheek glowed at this ixitinuttoo, bat 
the General perceived not his emotion. 

<< If I had not been a blockhead, (puiiliied die 
General,) I might have Ibrefeen diat all diat 
damned moral iluiF you were fo fond of reading 
together would have engendered diofe romantic 
ideas thftt now rife in a formidable troop to harraft 
and ot^^ofe me. I wtfli with all my foul that it 
was not the fiifliion for females to be taught to 
read. The fiivourite ai^or, whoever be tS| be*^ 
comes the^iritual guide : his fentiments are qu^-> 
ted, and his maxims applied on all occafions ; and 
the opinions of fiidiers and guardians> when they 
hasgipcn to contradiA the fuggeftioas of thefe iii« 
MlMfi oracles, aire fure of being liftened to with 
impatience, and treated with contempt. It Would 
be a capital point gained, if we could perfuade 
women they have no ri^ to think for them« 
fclves." 

^ That you mil never do, (repined Mortimer.} 
Nature, with capacity, always confers the con-* 
fcioufiieis of its pofieffion.'' V 

** See, (ooatiaoed the General^) iee what a 

ftyk tfaegUwiiMMl The littte ercatniVf wh<»^ 

G6 the 
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the Jotkcr day'was but a baby, aflumes the tone and 
gravity of a.moralift> preaches about reafon and. 
religion, and pretends to determine the limits of 
the nioral duties with a^' much pertinacity as e'er 
a minute philofoph^r of the^ whole tribe.t' ' 
■ ■ - ' 
Mortimer read the letter, but with what len*. 
fations ! The hint which the General wanted fa- 
gacity to comprehend re/quired no explanation to a 
lover. He had turned to the window tOj read the 
letter, and ftood with his eyes (till fixed on it la 
' filent agitation. . : 

. '* Biit I am not fo eafily argued out of my pur- 
pofe, (purfiied the GeneraL) If I could once get 
beV max^ried to Lord Seward, I dare fay fhe ^yould 
foon be perfedly reconciled to her deftiny 5 and 
yet matters feem to go on worfe than ever. For-, 
merly flie was only indifferent to him, but now 
flie expreffes an abfolute averfion^ a confirmed 
contempt. She is really a moft perplexing crea- 
ture, and now that (he has got thefe high-flo^tai 
riotidns into her head, I fuppofe I fhall find her 
more refradory than ever.'* 

Mortimer, on his -arrival in London, had taken 
lodgings for himfelf 5 to them he retired as foon 

; - '^ ■*> as 
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z& he could difengage hitnfelf from the General. 
He knew that within two days Matilda would be 
in town> and, after revolving every <;ir;cuinftance 
of his hopelefs.fitua^ion in his mind, he detenni-, 
ned, in tendernefs^ to her, no lefs than to. himfelf^' 
to meet her no more. He prefTed the preparations 
for his departure, apd hoped he ihould have been 
able to leave London before (he arrived in it. He 
r^folved that ^ he would . not even wriiCe tOt h^r. .-v-« 
<5 Her fenfibility (faid he) will reveal to her.tbie 
motives of my departure. I (ball not appear in 
her eyes unfeeling or ungrateful.; what then could 
my writing to her avail, but to fix a (till deeper 
{ling of regret in a bofom already too fufc:eptible>of 
angui(h ?*' 

Matilda and Emily, who loft no time on tfie 
road, arrived in London the evening before, the 
day which Mortimer had fixed for his departure. 
The general called at his lodgings, to acquaint 
him with their being in town. Mortiq[ier,rec;(ueft- 
ed his friend to make his apologies to the ladies for 
not waiting on them j he complained of being very 
ill, and his looks corroborated the afTertion. The 
General was alarmed j he infifted on fending his 
own phyfician to him, which Mortimer pofitively 
refufed. 

The 
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The Oenend returned h6ine, where Enrily and 
Matilda had awaited him in the expe^tlon of his 
being accompanied by Mortimer. He threw htm- 
Mf into a chair, with an air of difcompofure and 
vexatioii, 

« He will go off to-morrow, (&id he,) and jet 
Aere is noneccfity for his departure* I am con* 
rmced the fhip he is to fail in will not leave P]y-> 
mouth this month. I never before knew him ob* 
fttnate or perverfe, and be is ill too, irery ill, which 
vexes me the more.** 

^ Then we (hall fee him no more f^ fiud Ma- 
tilda, in a tremulous accent. 

**Not unlefs you go to fee bim, (faid the Ge- 
neral.) His taking lodgings too was another ftrange 
whim. But, indeed, I wifli you would go to him ^ 
perhaps you might perfuade him to defer his journey 
until his health is eftablilhed. He provoked me fo 
by hib obftinacy, that I Could not argue the matter 
quietly with bim.'^ 

« But is there no impropriety ?** dud Matilda, 
hefitating between jc^^and fear* 

4 «•! 
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«« I hate facK punditios, (faid die Oeneral;} but 
it is always die way Widi your fex to ftrain at a 
gnat and iWaUow a camel* Cannot you take Emi- 
ly with you? Tbe chariot is ftill at the door; 
go, get your cloaks.'* 

Emily flew up ftairs for them s Madlda followed 
|ier» 

«< O Emily» O my friend f (&id (bc^ dirowing 
her arms round l^er,} Ihall I then go I fliall 1 6b^ 
trade myfelf on a man whoihuns> who flies me ?"| 

« You know his motives for (hunning you too 
well to be mordiied at it. He is a noble fellow> 
and you muft not let hiiyi Aip through your fingers* 
Come> come> here is your doak/* 

<< Trifling as this^ ftep appears, it may feal my 
deftiny.** 

«« And I devoody hope it will, (fiud Emily.) 
Come, come, no more fcfuples. If your Cither is 
blind to your real happinefs and intereft, it is fit 
youfhould open his eyes, you know.'* 

^ But can I marry widie«tt die confent of my fe* 
thcr?^ 

a I 
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<^ I do not afifolutely advife you to that ilep, hut 
I think your father muft and will confent to your 
marrying Mortimer* However, if you have a 
mind to be very good and dutiful, ftay at bome> 
and receive Lord Seward. I dare fay you will 
. have a vifit from him this evening*'-' 

<« Emily, (faid Matilda,) I will go/* 

The General, without perceiving Matilda's 
emotion, put them into the carriage. 



CHAP. ,;XV;JIL 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



Oh, when (uch pairs their kindred fpirits fiBd, 
When fetife aind virtue dtck )each fpotlefs mind> 
Hard is the doom that ihall the union biieak. 
And Fate^s dark pinion hovers o'er the wreck ! 

MISS SEWARD. 

MATILDA felt all her agitations increafed, 
when the carriage flopped at Mortimer's 
lodgings. Emily fupported her until they entered 
3 the 
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tiie drawing-room. This uncxpcflcd vilit threw 
Mortimer into a perturbation not inferior to Ma«* 
tiida's : the man, who would have faced a cannon 
with undaunted intrepidity, trembled at the fight 
of.a girl. 

" You little deferve this vifit, (faid Emily 5) you 
would have gone without feeing us ;» but the lefs 
you merit our condefcenfion, the more you ought 
to feel it/' . vv ! . . . 

<< I do feel it \** replied Mortimer, in a tone of 
infinite emotion. 

They took their fe^ts : a paufe enfued. Matilda 
raifed her eyes ; ihe looked at Mortimer, who iat 
with [his fixed; on the ground. His countenance 
was pale and dejeded : ihe could no longer re« 
firain her tears. Mortimer Igoked at her : he fud« 
denly rofe from his feat, and as fuddenly refumed it. 

<< Let us go, Einily, (£iid Matilda, ,in an ac- 
cent that exprefied the anguiih of her mind i) I 
can ftay no longer." 

« No longer, Mjfs Selwyn ! (faid Mortimer.) 
I think it is not more than five minutes fince you 
entered.'* 

«No 
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^ No matter \ I have ftaid long enough to ren* 
der myfelf contemptible ki your eyes> and hatefiri 
in my own." 

<* Contemptible ! (repeated Mortimer,) Maitil-^ 
da Selwyn contemptible in my eyes I O Matilda ! 
but I muftnot, dare not fpeak/'-^-^ 

^ And, for m«rcy^s fikke, what ties your tongue ? 
(faid Emily.) I tbink wc are come here to-night 
to z6i Much ado about Nothing. If you have 
any thing to fay, out with it/' 

•* Is it not better to reprefs fentiments which 
cannot be utteted without diflionottr ?** - 

** I fee no dtfhonow in avdwing a pure and in-» 
nocent afFedlion,— an aiFe£bion which, not to fed, 
would be ingratitude. If Matilda and you love 
eath other--p— ." 

*« Holdj'hold, Emily ! (cried Matilda,) you go 
toofar.** 

^« Not in the leafl:. We muft fpeak plainly to 
this man, if we ^eak at all : he is not good at ta- 
king hinti, as yoii know by experience." 

«Put, 
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<< But) allowing what you have adranced to be 
truey {{aid Mortimer,) what is to foUow V^ 

•* Matrimony, I fliould hope," replied Emily, 

^< Matrimony ! (repeated Mortimer.) Are you 
commiffioned to fpeak thus Emily ? Matrimony ! 
Is it for Lieutenant Mortimer, without rank, widi« 
out property, to raifef his views to the daughter of 
General Selwyn i that daughter too; diftinguiihed 
as (he is, the heirefs of a noble fortune, in worth 
unequalled, in lovelinefs unrivalled !" 

. ^ O friend ! (exclaimed Matilda,) too blind to 
ycmr own. advantages, too partial to mine, in one 
poiht only am I your fupertor i in every other, how 
unequal ! I feel, loo ftrongly do I feel my own 
. inferiority* Shalt thou, rich as thou art in every 
noble endowment, in every grace that captivates 
afFe£tion, every virtue that coounands efteem s-*- 
ihalt diou, in a falfe humiliation, renounce and 
fly the woman ^ofe tendemiefs would ftipply the 
only gift that has been denied thee V* 

^< O fyren > (cried McMtimer,) — *but I m«ft' 
not,-»^aanot-*-^" 

«Yet 
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"Yet anfwer me, (purfued Matilda ;) fey, if 
our fortunes had been equal, would Matilda have 
been the objeft of your choice ?" 

Mortimer's bofom throbbed. '* How unnecef- 
fary the queftion ! If her own heart could not 
have anfwered it, would Matilda have degraded 
bcrfelf by this condefcenfion to a man <rf whof« 
tendernefs (he was unaffured r'* 

" If then, ((aid Matilda, rifing, and approach- 
ing Mortimer,) if I am then beloved, why have 
I been treated with this chilling refer ve, this mor- 
tifying coldnefs ? I know our union might dif- 
appoint my father's ambitious views ; but tell me, 
you that have been my friend and my preceptor; 
you, who, in {o many inftances, have taught my 
reafon to pierce the clouds of prejudice, and my 
judgment to difcriminate the path of duty from the 
track of opinion, tell me, does filial duty convert 
its votaries to flaves ? When the flave burfls his 
fetters, v*en the fubje£is of a ^defpotic monarch 
throw afide th^ yoke, the noble exertions are id- 
mired and applauded by furrounding nations ; are 
children alone, the felt-devoted vi£Ums of arbitra- 
ry authority, to fubmit to the impofitions of its 
caprice, without endeavouring to fliake off the 

load i 
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Jo^d I' to yield to the decrees of its ctuelty withoyt 
even an cfFor t to turn afide the iieel that ftabs them 
to the heart ?" . 

^'Matilda, I am no cafuift. I pretend not to 
determine the boundaries of filial duty, nor how 
far your refinance to its mandates may be war- 
rantable. But let us beware, left, whilft we re- 
volt againftan authority that appears unjuftifiable 
^to our reafon, we link beneath a tyranny more de- 
plorable, that of our own paffions y — ^thofe pa^ons^ 
whofe falfe and fatal medium transforms into a 
defpot the parent whofe judgment would reftrain 
their violence. You love me, Matilda, and there- 
fore think me worthy j fo judges every woman of 
the man flie loves, for virtue never yet formed a 
V q1 mi tary connexion with vice. '* 

*' But you arc worthy, (faid Matilda,) and no- 
thing can convince me of the contrary." 

" Nothing (hall convince you to the contrary ; 
yet, if I could be bafe and felfifh enough to marry 
you, I fhould forfeit every juft title to your efteem 
and tendernefs." 

<< How f " faid Matilda,^ in.^^9niihment. 

« Hear 
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tt fletrme, Matilda, and fliaU yourfelf be mj 
judge* I was left an orphan to Ai care of jrour 
father. He generoufly efpoufed my intereft, and 
proteded my in&ncy ; bis time and money were 
expended in Ae attempt to reftore me to the rights 
of my family ; and, if diefe generous exertions of 
difinterefied benevolence were baffled by the bafe 
fttbterfiiges of fraud, is he on that account the 
lefs entitled to my gratitude? During the many 
years he afforded me protedion^ no pecuniary 
iteceffi^ reminded me of my indigence, no cohtu^ 
mdious reproach ever embittered dependence.— « 
If my mind is eidightened by fcience, viras hot its 
cultivation the gift of his beneficence ? if my con- 
^uA has been marked by probity, were not my mo- 
rals formed by bis example ? I was not, like ma- 
ny other young men, turned loofe into the world 
without intelligence or experience, nor fufFered to 
embark upon that *' fea of perik" without being 
inftru£led tb avoid the dangers that awaited me* 
You were a child when I quitted England : on my 
return to it, I found you the favourite of fortune, 
furrounded by admirers and flatterers. 1 perceived 
that the friend, whofe judgment had beftowed on 
me. a reafonable and judicious education, in the 
blind partiality of parental indulgence, had fuf- 
fered the deareft objeftof his tendernefs to re- 
- ceive 
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cdrc the moft pcniidous« I pitted you for being 
^expofed to the confequcnces cf ensors for uvUdi 
you were n.ot yourlHf 9€C(Miiijtable. Your boflts 
1 tanQf weremdKkjr but your vtrtiiies alfo flpuriAed 
with a wild luxuriance, that be^ke the native 
lichners of cbe 6^, Tlie effort^ which were bo* 
gun through graititude to your ^her> were con* 
tfnued (rogi attachmeitf U> yourfelf. But we will 
{MMrfiie this fobjeffc joo faartkeu Had 1 pofiedSsd die 
power of xlevolopiiig events, aad forefeen futuce 
cok&quences, I niift have been a villain* After- 
wards, when my ^yes were opened to any own 
feetiogs, and perhaps to your% was it wonderful 
if I fhuddei^d at the precipice to which I had ia- 
-adverteofitly led us both, and ftaited (mfn k with 
horpor .? I determined to fluin you for ^vi^r -, It^en 
.feigned ficlonefeiHt-^eigned) do { fay ? I wa$ fK:Jc 
even to the ffoul I Had 1 profited by your ^o g«- 
iierous pxtepajfTeffioa in np^y favour) in what light 
ihould 1 be regarded by others ( in what light 
fhould I confider myfelf ?— the dcftroyer of the 
peace of my bsjiie£«&or> ^ ^dttcier of his pnly 
child! 

^< Human laws may be ftretctied by ai'bitrary 
power, or •eluded by chicanery { the Wietch, wha 
robs to fupport the craving appetites of nature, to 

procure 
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procure a portion of that fuftenance to which every 
living creature has a natural right, is fentenced to 
imprifonnient, to infamy, and to death, whilft the 
'ingrate, the feducer, the murderer of the peace 
and honour of bis friend, wallcs fafe and unattaint- 
ed through the blaze of day. Such are the laws 
which govern focities at large ; but will honour- 
able and upright minds fubmit to their decifions ?-« 
Never! Such minds have in themfelves a law, 
and a judge too, whofe decrees no falfe glare of 
eloquence, no mercenary^ advocate can bias. --« 
Were 1 to go to your father^s efcrutore, and ileal 
from thence his cafh, you would regard the a£tion 
with a juft contempt and abhorrence ; but are not 
a6tions criminal in proportion as 'they are inju- 
rious ? If 1 forbear, through principle, f to rob him 
of the mcMiey which he neither regards nor wants, 
{hall I not icruple to deprive him of his deareft 
treafure, the child of his love, and the confolation 
ef his age ?" 

Mortimer's voice faltered as he fpoke ; he ftarted 
from his feat, and walked about the room. 

^< But, (faid Matilda,) if my father is infenfible 
' to the true advantage of that child—.'* , 

. *' " His 



«lHi^UiadneJ& (replied Moirtimer) m^ P^h¥f 
Z hp^Qhqf diity in youi fpr ingca^tude in tj^p i^ 
fuppUes ;?LO ei^enua^tion. I^ my prpgrefs ^c^tHgtl 
lif'e;( I h^ve ^et wit}i nii^y mortifications. I ^luv^ 
l?keen jjcfor, an^, feui |pr yoyr fether, iGb^.ii^i IwYe 
1^^ fri^ii^J^ft* l;lj<t.vQ fe^ansyfelf Oighffd oa ae- 
^9u^t ^ ij^t poHPXyt 0ay> even reproadicd wiidi 
i^ WJ?5tt (^ft^.9ed iny fpjrits MmWr ihafe inTuUs 1 
-»na cpnfp^9ki^efe they >y«rf y;i^ierit^jJ j ^ c.0l]l^ 
i^iqi^ijieifi; wbi(?h .^q^yte'rf m9( t^ cteftttfo '^ the fXPirf 
i^Pe's qo^^ftuif^^yV ?r4 tp 4iittaiia #iat fi^wioP 
kfm^& .*hipb foUy ^ ©fanfwis p^y ito >f eajjtji 
and power. Y^h ^feat iw?^iml evi^^ftC? Jwi? %? 
ported me in the moft trying circumftapces, and 
fl^all I f)^ refplv^ m XeJil^^uifli it, to b^ a yi]lain^ 
s^nd t9 ifjsej myfe^f fiicji ? Qh ! if I reje£l a blef, 
fiPfo fWhUAb 'by acf:;fp^ingi X ftp^ld fiender ipy(t# 

wyr<?rtby to p9iJe^ -^r-r^/' 

*^ Anil iKiui xejdB^^^ (^'^ Matilda, burftjng 
¥^9tftftrf9 ;i5d leaning her face on Emily's &Qulr- 
d^r.) cQ jEwty^ wbgr did j«?\» Mng mjB tejt?— 

^*.Q Mfitilila! ^f^d Montimcr, appcoaohing 
her, and taking both her hands,) if you could 
read niy heart, its tenderncfs, its cftcem, its admi- 

YoL. I. H ratiott 
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ration of your gencrofity ; had your fortune been 
humble as my own, we might both have known 
felicity), but now it is impojQible. You are an an- 
gel, and the man who takes you to hisbreaft (hould 
have a mind as fpotlefs a$ your own, as fervent in 
generofity, as untainted in honour; notabofom 
blackened with the confcioufnefs of ingratitude, 
and loaded with the contempt of the worthy. And 
now, my dear and lovely friend, (continued he, 
prefling the hands he held to his lips,) receive my 
laft adieu. Let us fubmit with dignity to a deftiny 
which is inevitable. Return to your father and 
your duty, and endeavour to forget me." 

** Forget you ! (repeated Matilda,) Oh, never^ 
never ! O friend, too noble, too generous ! you 
have taught me to blufli for my weaknefs ; yet it 
cannot be a weaknefs to love fuch worth, fuch ho- 
nour ! I will return to my father and my duty, 
yet, ere we be feparated for ever, receive my vows 
of eternal friendfliip and remembrance, fince you 
will receive no morej^-of friendfliip the mofl: fer- 
vent, of remembrance the moft unalienable. Go 
then, and may you be happy ! May you find wiih 
(bme other woman that felicity 1 may her tender- 
nefs equal mine 1" 

She 
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She arofe and tottered towards the door : Cmilf 
followed her. Mortimer put his hands on his face, 
and fuffered thetn to quit the room without utter- 
ing a fentence. They got home, and early the 
iicxtmormng heard of Mortimer's departure* 



C HAP. XIX. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINWEIN 



But Prudence, In lier cold and Anfty care, 
Fi-ownM on the youth, and bad the raaid defpain ' 

MiaS SEWARD^. 

AMitid, cultivated and inftrufted, will meek- 
ly bend beneath the flroke it is impoiSble to 
avoid, and receive with refignation thofe bitter 
<lr(^>wiiich heaven has mingled with the cup of 
life. To fuch a mind, the world will appear as it 
is,- a variegated fcene of good and evil ; neither 
faring tvith^the falfe colours of too*fanguine ex« 
- Hz peilation, 
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cujlfinp^ ^0 r^mf^^9 'And iUluiifeipIUi.«dA>x%iiusfar^ 
t^w, Aft4 npjty^t t«fin:teiig(ir by diftppQuitme^: 
the fallacy .^f ^qpfi, ^«^M)g^d /rftm ber infiwir 
in the gratification of her defires, nay^ even in 
the prevention of her wifl)es, fhe could ill fupport 
an event which Teemed to blaft every profpe<a of 
felicity: her i]pii£U& Jd^gi^ i^MACt^^ even 

to defpair, and fometimes fubOded into the deepeft 
dejedion. Far from invoking the affiftance of 
reafon and reflqf^jgii, fliQ -faQciod fo^exalted an a& 
fedlion fbould never be extinguiihed ; ibe vowed 
to the meinojy yf ^^n)^;i^ jfiH!^ ^^t^H^^ con* 
ftancy j and, in the wild extravagance of an en« 
tfiufiaftic paffion, fhe..t^j^gjaj[figretted that her re* 
ligion allowed her not to retire to fome cloifter, 
whofe haIlQ;ijirQd4n,d fplit^y ^4>Qpi jaai£)>&ff99|^ the 
inelai)gb<Ql/ .to idibifih Ibe bftd-4!a>^otedibfir(fpul. — 
Emily ftiftened in filence to her rhapfodies, well 
kn0;w$iBg tH^^t^hp m^<^ ^WgH^gF of .«;ea(9P^will ]^ 
lW^?:a^^d 19 ^# the.*fiflBeft^f vflgojsierfc^ 

•The if^cfelBqfr /of :^ fewJ (nm (CQTOfiMtfiij^^tes jft- 
fdfto 4hp body. Mmld^. fffiwflk.^ feftrdiC* 
oxd^M^u^ii)t:^9«nung fta%^ ^t^isr 

father 
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JMi^ was i&ftW&i i ft ^miiW i^ edkd in, but 
the dark and dubious terms in which this gentftf^ 
men thought proper to deliver his opinion were 
XKrf gmcdy CJ^oiiiAted'td ifsailtl^ ii^rdi^nfidhs. 

**I am diftraftcd, (faid he to Emily, when the 
phyildAtffW»^v^itB#ftVl^n:) Ks arfAi^utnis feplies 
fiil tm i^Wb the #6ft' dft^ftdft^ s^}j|itti«^. D(f ydii 
tWnli kl# ferny ill f*^ 

<< I do indeed think her very ill)" replied £mily> 

^ GradidHfl^ hMViA ) (€rm tKe Otti^a, mn^'^ 
jAf hh thMdl,) tMlHfC k f6 tii^^fle of mef ! ^0^ 
«*r firtttif «r uRfcraifta«^ ! -*-. Mf drily rttWdiYrfrtg 
^Mi Mi Atcfif a (^tfild !-^l wit fti^vd xt coitfiilt^ 

j6fciJyflioolrhcr!rearf. 

« What ! ybu think it is too late ? you think 
ht>t already paft the pbvi^er of medicine ? " 

« I am but too well convinced of it," faid 
Emily, 

., . H 3 « Barbarous, 



i 
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^' Barbarous inhuman girl ! you teU me ^lett^ I 
muftlofeher?" 



** I fty not fOf (replied Emily ;;) there is ^ 
means .'* 

** What means ? Point it out to me^ and I tvilf 
bkfs you as my guardian angel. What would I 
not facriiice to reftore her I -« my fbrcunei. my 
fame> nay, eveamy lifeitfel/P' 

Emily, Judging this a favouraiblip opportunity it 
work on the feelings of Matilda's father, acquaint-^ 
ed him with her friend's affo^ion for Mortimer, 
and all its attendant con&c^ences y and, not unp 
veded in the eloquence of her fex, dwelt minute^ 
ly on fuch cireumflances as were moft adapted to 
ftt the chara<Sler and condudl of Mortimer in itp 
faired light. The General liftened with mixed 
fenfatlons of tendernefs, aftooiiflimentt. and adrni-^ 
ration, ^ 

" Generous Mortimer ! (he exclaimed,) noble 
young man ! what a temptation haft thou reje6l- 
cdr . 

" What 3: tsemptatioa indeed T (faid Emily :)i 

Omj^ 
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my dear Sir, can you ftill hefitatc in your de- 
cifion?'* 

« No, no, Emily ! Mortimer muft be recalled : 
he is noble, and deferves her. He is ftill at Ply* 
mouth* I little fufpeded the motive of his early 
journey. Go to Matilda, yet foy nothing of what 
haspafled; T will referve the pleafure ot* the dif- 
covery for myfelf. Send me pen, ink, and papery 

1 will write inftantly to Mortimer. Poor fellow I 
how great will be his furprife imd)oyon the receipt 
of my letter!** 

Emily, with a heart palpitating with joy, flew 
to obey him. He wrote to Mortimer a warm and 
afitftionate invitation to return, was lavifh in en- 
comiums on the generofity of his conduct, and ac- 
knowledged that worth like his conferred more 
true nobility than all the adventitious advantages 
^Of rank and fortune. His eyes, he faid, were 
now opened to the folly of his ambitious views, and 
at, in uniting his daughter to a man of his diftin- 
lijQied honour and integrity, he was confcious 
leftabliihed her happinefs on its firmeft founda* 



tid 



ftood up to ring for a fervant to fend his let- 

the poft i but, perceiving, as he pulled out 

H 4 his 
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bii watch to fcal it, that it wodd be tmre etiCfigA 
half an hour later, he threw it on the taBle, and 
walked about the room, revolving in his mind the 
circtimftanCcs of which he had faneen (o tet^titly 
informed^ and his Confet}uent deterniinatio/i« 

Secbnd thoughts are faid to be b^ft, but h v^as^ 
worldly prudence that invented the tnaxrnn. Spit(j 
of all that has been faid of tht advantages of deli- 
beration, in many inftances^ at leaft, were ^e ta 
ftibmit more implicitly t6 the guidance of our fed^ 
ings, our adlions would bear a ftronger ftimp df 
generofity, for the firfl impulfes of the mind are 
fymyatbetic and benevolent. D6 w^ bear 9 tale 
of diftref&ful poverty I pur purfe^ Ay opthj if we 
have them in our pockets, and their contents are 
poured out with an unfparing liberality; but^ if 
we are obliged to bid the unhappy fufferer call to« 
morrow, how many mean and felfiSi motivee 
claim the privtkge of being heard in the interim ! 
bow many arguments afife to intercept the inten* 
ded bounty), or to difpeniib it with a fcanty and 
grudging hand ! 

In proportion as the general had leifure for re* 
fleftlon, his admiration of Mortimer's generous 
and difuiterefbed condu& began to abate. 

«It 
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c< It 19 ttvk^r {f^i^ ^ te himkVf as he Walked 
about the room with his hands in hfs waiftcdaOr 
pockets,) it is true Mortimer has conduced him- 
felf wiA gfcit iittc^Jty, but then he owctf ^ery 
thing to my bounty. His father, I muft acknow- 
led^ev was.Hiy benefactor;. b«it how felflhmi,' in 
tMswor^d of faigfatitudcy ^re the: oUigatfdos cat^ 
isrrhi.hj thte fathers F^tu^ired to their children! 
tj hbweiner^ repaSd:thtmv add witbiaterefti too,-i-i* 
After the iaie I tdiofk of his chUdh4yod, m^ uiir&> 
mktrng attte^n to his education, and the gene^ 
#6fity with which I eftablifhed hinf in the worid^ 
he muft have been a fad do^ indeed to have repraid 
tihe obligations be owes me by taking advantage of 
the v^^akBefe of .a fiHy girfj td rob toe of my only 
cbtld* "^ha?^ tlfien eonftft^ the great ment in not 
Wirtg a villain ?" • 

The entrance of Emily interrupted his medita- 
tibf»4 i&^ing a^ib Istf^er cb the 6Mey ihe a2ked 
whether he would have her fend it to the poftk. .;- 

<« It it time 4»bugh, (AM h^ looking' aeiiia 
i«*ilbi) bbw is MaSMa r* 

H.5 . .. •*Y99 
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*« Yoa have mentioned nothing of wbat has paf- 
fed to her ?^* 

*• I have net y you defired £ would- not.f*" - 

** So much the bettjer ;'* thcnj aftcp apaufe, I 
am mclined tabelievey EmH/^ we have aggravated 
hy our fears your coufin's dai^erit I conf£&l am^ 
much lefs alarmed-- at her malady now that I aoi 
acquainted with the caufe of it*. Idonotdei^ 
-{continued he, perceiving Emily ready, to anfwer 
him,) I do not deny that diieafes of. the mind affe£i 
ihe conftitution, but they ufeially operate dowly ;. 
in the prefent cafe,, there is no occafion to a£t with, 
any precipitation. £ am f^]iy fmiflble of Morti- 
mer'^ worthy but, unleft in a cafe of abiblute ne« 
ce^ty, you cannot be furprifed that I (hould be 
averfe to choofing him for my fon-in-law/*" 

]&«ily ftartcd. *f Haveymi then determined ?*f 
aidflxe.. V K . r . 

"I have as yet formed no determination ; that: 
muft be influenced by futi^re events* A v^fem^, 
ere he forms a refolution of importance^ will view 
the matter in all its various lights y ijv a • fi4)yt6k of 
fo much confequence, it is not wonderful, that I, 
ftould deliberate before 1 4ecide." 

"CemiiJy 
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« Certably not/* EmiJy (aid. 

« Thofe fcribblers, who fet up for philofophers, 
(continued the General,) mayaffedto defpifcthe 
opinions of the world, and to look down from 
their cloud-capped, garrets with a fupercilious con- 
tempt on thofe riches and honours which fortune _ 
has placed beyond their reach ; but men, who know 
the world, laugh at fuch fuftian rant ^ 



' " For, argue all we can. 



** Thefc little things are great to little man.'* 

If I am defirous of placing my daughter in a rank 
of life fuitable to the expectations I thought my** 
felf entitled to form, and wifh to fee her united to 
a man of fortune and consequence, rather than to 
a perfondeftitute of thofe advantages, is it a blame* 
able ambition ?*' 

*^ I fee sko good (faid Emily) in cither riches or 
diftinSbions, but in pr6portion as they contribute 
to our happinefs ; on the contrary .'* 

" I perceive your inference, ( iiitertupted the 

General,) but Emily, though you are a good girl, 

and may not want underftaiiding \^ your own line, 

between you and m^, you miftake your abilities 

H 6 yerj 
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very much when y6a ttttctUpt to cha^ out rules 
for my xonduft.'* 

^ So their, (ixii Emii^, in ii tone of kifintCe 
chagrin and diftppotntment,) the plaiii £ngli£h of 
ali this rs> that MortiTner is not to be rcfcatted ?" 

<< I would ffot advrfe you to be too qaidt iii jouir 
interpretations: that mattery at I have alreadj told 
you, is to be decided by future ci re prnftances. I 
/hould be h6otcd at as a fool ^ were I ralHly to take 
the iicp in queftion, and^ tb a man of uhder/l:and>- 
ingv the opinions of the world will ever be of coh« 
fequenCe. It would be a fine excufe to make for 
foabfurda meafurc) that Emily Wilmot was my 
prittiQ minifter on the occafiony and flrehiioufly ad*^ 
vifcd me to it, Truft me, Eririly, when you ar* 
rive at my time of life, you will fee thcfc matters 
inadifFerentlight/* 

« I do nW iwoftdttf (feid Emily) at your prefer* 
ing Lord Seward to Mortimer. There are cer* 
tainly many confiderations to influence you in his 
favour I but how light mufl diefe confederations 
appear to a father, when the life of a favourite 
child is at ftake r[ 

. • -* 
;* Light, 
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«* Light, yttf IrgWt, I ackndwkdgbv wert I 
tortvinced thtft that were the c^fe j bttf, Etrifly^ 
though y6ti fnay think yourfelf ^ ca(uift fii ihofibj 
I hope fdu do !i(^ prdtenA t«ri)e flff fld^tiA flt^Qt* 
Who informed you Matifcbl'^ HA^ W^6i at Katktf i 
Not the phyfician I confulted. I have given a pro- 
mife ttr Lord Stward^ of wh'ich northmg biit the 
itio% srbfblute mtt&ty can jtxMf iM i9^idlictidi»/* 

*< If It r^« on M^iHa to perfef ni that pronffife, 
(faid Emily,) I cah Venture to aScrt it hever Will 
be ftiMiHed/' 

<< So, now^cm are h propbettfe !-^« eV*ry thting 
6y turns, atid nothhig long.**- The pierfbrmkn^i 
<rf my own promife mtift reft dti myfelf. I ikvct 
promlfed Lo^d Seward toffretch parental authO/rfty^ 
and fo^ce ttiy daughter into his arrtii. All 1 did o* 
could prorniib was to endeavoui^ to intiuence hei^ 
in his favOiiir, and present her, rf polfibte, from 
fornfiing a urflort with any otheh I beli6ve, Emi- 
ly, no one' can with juftice acctde me erf havfai]^. 
been a feverc or inexorable father.'* 

**,Hbppy would it have been fbr Matilda, if they 
could ! (replied Emily.) Self-control would 
then have been rendered habitual by pra£tice ; fre- 
quent difappointment would have given her an em- 
6 pire 
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pirc over her feelings, and blunted their poignancy, 
_ and ihe would not now experience the anguiOi of 
having never known rcftraint or contradiAion but 
in that fingle point, on^ which her happine(s» per- 
haps her life, depends/^ 

She arofe, and left the room in a frame of mind 
far different from that in which (he had entered iti 

Admire the flender threads on which the defli* 
ny of mortals depends ! Had the General's letter 
been written half an hour later, it would have beea 
fent to the poft : Mortimer would have been re- 
called : honour would have forbidden the General 
to recede : Matilda and Mortimer would have 
been united: — but that lucklefs half hour (which 
the reader will join me in wifliing had been ^ torn 
from the chain of time," by allowing the General 
leifure to liften to the fuggeftions of his meaner 
paffions, fentenced Mortimer to, a melancholy and 
hopelefs exile, and devoted Matilda, not only to 
prefent anguiih^ but to future folicitude. 
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CHAP- XII. 



THE NARRATIVE C0NTINU1»» 



I I But, whiid the fsur one iighs, 

Dirpcrfe like April clouds in fummer (klet^ 
The firmer lover, wIUi uncounted truth. 
To hi^ firft paflion confecrates hi* youth. 

SlWARO. 

AS the General fpon plainly perceived that 
Matilda's di/lilce to Lord Seward was now 
confirmed to a rooted averfion, he ^as obliged^ 
Tiowever relu£lantly» to yield the point, and give 
l^im his final difiniilion. , Lord Seward was fitc- 
ceedcd by many other pretenders to Matilda's fa- 
vour^ but they all fhared his fate without diftinc- 
tion* Spite of the diftance that feparated them^ 
the idea of Mortimer ftill remained unalienable 
impreffed on her remembrance, but the flow and 
filent operations of time faded the colours, though 
^ it could not obliterate the outline^ and, five years 

aftejr 
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afferthe departure of Mprtimer, Matilda, Wearied 
with the reiterated folicitations of a father fhe ten- 
dcrly love J, confehfed tb giveTher h'^nd to the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Fitzofborne, fecond brother to the 
Earl of R — , a nobleman whofe very ill ftate of 
health at the period of Matilda's marriage, as he 
had no' child to inherit his honours, flattered the 
General* ivith tRe e^ppeflaftkyn of f(feiftg Kis daugh* 
ter in a fhort time exalted to the rank of a Count- 
eft, an expectation which was, however, fliortly 
after fruftrated by the Earl's pcrfeft recovery. 

The gaiety of Mr. Fitzofborne'? manners, and an 
apparent opennefs and gene: olty of fentiment, had 
firfl inclined Matilda to diftinguifh him from his ri- 
vals, and he wanted neither penetration to difcqver 
tfhii advantage^ nbr artifice fo improve it. Hfe alFefted 
that coritenrpt of riches with whxh he faw (he was 
feaHy infpired, applauded with.affe(5ed enthunafm 
every generous fentiment fhe uttered, and by ad^apting 
his manners to her tafle, and naltering her inno- 
cent foibles, gained a flrong afcendant over her 
ihlnd. She found, indeed, tjbat fhe could never 
experience for Fitzofborne the excedive tenderncfs 
fide had once felt for Mortimer, but fte fancied, 
that, in her uniori witli tlie former, ffie fhould'not 
orfy highly jgratify her father, but fee ere to berfelf 

a tecte* 
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a tender ai^ r&ttonal friend, afid a^fiowerftiT ^rcr* 
ite2tpr. 

But the ma^ of hypotr^y is too thro«blefonie 
in appendage not to be thtowii aiide, w&en thi 
exigencies of theoccafion have eeafed to render it 
neceilary^ the huAand feldom cobttmies txr wear 
It after the views of the lover have been anfwefed. 
Matilda fooit perizdvedy, with Aatprife and horror^ 
that a thoufaiKl me«i and klikfk puffiona We/e the 
inmates of a bofom which ihe ftmcied had been 
like her 6wn, the donfecrated refidcnce of every 
honourabIe»ffe£iion. Betweeh ihtndft (a dfffinribif^ 
it was utterly impoffible that mutual tendernefs 
could. I6nip fubfift. The charaa^r of fier hdftA^d, 
BOW revealed to Mattll^'s view in itv genuine de<ft 
^rnrityi inipiir^d her with contempt, and he^ con** 
iequent coldnefa foon alienated from her whatievei? 
tendernefi he mtght at fir ft have feh for her* Hod 
Fitzoiborne been married to a woman of bis owfli 
ftamp, one who v/ould have been contented to have 
jogged cm, qaietly with bim in thi beaten traefe of 
imcrc^j without ever once fulFertng the cafe of 
humanity or the folicrtations off friendihip to &• 
dooe her'out of hef vtray, they migte, a^ thie WorM* 
ternn it| have lived happily together, add enjoyed 
an tkit: ibrt pf teHaty ^liieb itTuke fi^om lelft(6i 
: ♦ , gratification^ 



i 



I6» K OS IN A- 

gratification, and the fordid accumulation of weaftfff 
of which they are equally ignorant of the true uft 
and the nobleft enjoyment. Happier^ a thoufand 
times happier Would it have been for Matilda, if, 
in purfuance of her father's plan, her mind had 
remained une.xpanded by knowledge, unrefined by 
elegant inftrudiort ! then, enervated byjndolence, 
and ovcffliadowed with error j her reafon would 
hare renounced the privilege of judging from iti 
own lights, and| in the blind ^credulity of indifcri- 
minating ignorance, might have yielded with un> 
refifting docility to the mental yoke, and adopted 
the views and prejudices of her huiband» 

As Mr. FitsBofborne was a native of Ireland, 
and pofTcfTed very confiderable eftates in that king* 
dom, he ufually refided there, and Matilda was, 
for the moft part, an alien to her friends and coun* 
try. She had one fon, and her tendernefs for this 
lovely child fupplied her greateft confolation*. 

Four years after Mr. Fitzofbornc's marriage^ 
Mortimer returned to England, after an abfenceof 
nine years, with a conftitution exceedingly im* 
paired, and in circumftances not greatly improved^ 
though he had been raifed to the rank of a captain^ 
But> whatever favourable opportuiiities of amaf-^ 
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iing riches he might have derived from his fitua-r 
tion, he was not of a difpofition to profit by them* 
She, for whofefake alone he had ever ardently de- 
firedtb be wealthy, was lofl; to him fpr ever \ On 
one account the acquifition of treasure ftill ap-« 
peared to be dedrable ; — the god-like power it 
confers of folacing the forrows of the unfortunate, 
a bief&ng that was felt in all Its energy by the be-^ 
iievolent bofom of Mortimer* Gold was the deity 
^of the Indian world *, he beheld with horror inex*^- 
.prcffible every mild claim of humanity,, every 
tender charity of. the heart, facrificed without 
iCompunfUoa on the ihrine of this execrable idoli 
and, whilft too many of his brother-officers, with 
£end-like avidity, ftrove to accumulate riches by 
jtvery cruel means of rapine and extortion, Morti* 
iner). with, the aAive benevolence of a pitying an* 
gel> flew from family to family, to folace the de« 
voted vid^ims of their avarice, ;tnd pour balm int^ 
the wounds their rapacity had inflicted. 

The General received Mortimer with the al^ 
ie^lion of a. father. Krpily, who was fiill unmar#» 
ried, continued to reflde with him, and prefide in 
hishoufe as mlftrefs of hisfamily/ Mortimer and 
ihe, who had always! felt for each other the tender- 
«fteftfemy noi^ dwelt beneath the fame roof, and 

became 
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tmg the ui^hapip^ enga-geftiefTt ftrc hniif -fert-Aea.- A 

yfedr giitted ^^f in ehS ftflwarioMte mi f6Bftffi^ 

hitfercourfe^ artdMdr6tft^r fbuiicf ?t tire Kappttft 
he bad ^^ fine* m fep^r*twn frbm MiltHdte'^i. 
By imperceptible degrees l*A* ivtea faded fMi^ fife 
mitid^ wMKt th^ ptrfeaff^fls bt EttAlf^ bflglif^fted 
to his view, and h* w«ralthoif teVnpted* tb wbiHter 
ihaf hecouhi ev«t litvt betn inftfiiribfe tc^fo tiiu^h 
w^rrli aitdfiiecetiiei*^; Hfld not tht b^fYe^oMt Au^ 
thor of odr b^ing mingfed with the bittfif dfMght 
of huffMh Kit tteit MefiW dtop' of obiivitm tiMt 
draws the renortt frbfti diefbRft ot forritw^ die 
Wbiii^ would be a {nerpetust fcibe of ntoumih^ «ttt 
fliAi^bn, t dtoigtoh ievidved tdtomnv d»d de(>^tr4 
every preftnt Ud&ng ovcr-dotrded by the rememv 
brinte of pafi cakfthlty^ and 6f ery rxy df ho^^e de^ 
t}Agui&€fd iti le^ri* 

In fine, Emily and Mortimci* became dear t^ 
^h other* The Q^niml faw tk<df attechmcnt 
wth deKght, and Matitdat, Piping away the te* df 
tender regret, joyfully cohfenced to the unioh rf 
two pcrfdns ft) beloved by her, and fo worthy of 
«»dh othei^, BtJt ihefeh th^* her fittitade was iri^ 
adequate tp tfie ^ial of witixeffing tiiat faap^RD^& 

for 
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THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED* 



/$»Ior^ vvinjj^ fufgjra^l^ of . fo^*i;M br^t^ 
Np> jior the ^fruitful riv£r in tl^ eye. 
That can denote me truly. 

^^? lf|W»'^f »>.d«9W .^ bfS ^^^^Hft b?Af>.^ irtiee;^: 
' fable4 
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fabled doom of Tantalus feemed realized in his 
^eftiny : each moment the cup of profperity feemed 
ready to meet his lips, but it was a phantom which 
hover'd for ever withis his reach, and for ever elu- 
ded his grafp. His pockets drained^ his patience 
cxhaufted, his health impaired by ahxi^ty, his fpi- 
rits worn out by fatigue, a wound he had received 
in the Indies broke out afrefh, and the fever which 
accompanied it, brought him in a few weeks to the 
grave 5 and thus, a fecond time, afforded leifurc 
to chicanery to fpin new webs to entangle the de- 
crees of juftice, and to ehvelope the interefts of 
this devoted femily. 

Mrs. Fitzoftorne, who had never vifited' Eng- 
land fince Mortimer's marriage, was no fooner 
informed of this affli<fting event, than, drying her 
own tears, fhe flew to the confolation and aiEft- 
ance of her widowed friend. Drowned in tears, 
dnd trembling vi^ith emotion, flic c6uld fcarccly 
Aimtnon refolution to appi^o^ch z fceAe t)f "Aich* 
poignant iffli^Slion as* her livdy ^fancy reprefehted 
the now deferted and defolate mahfion ^t hef de- 
plarted friend : that friend who had appeafrbd to h6r 
imagination the moft noble and beloved of man- 
kind. She entered the houfe weeping and' trfcm- 
blliig, and was furpriied at the air of unconcern 

vifiblc 
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vifiblc In the countenance t)f the fervant who b- 
pened the door for her. Mortimer had been dead 
a fortnight ; all the folemn apparatus of death had 
long been' removed, the houfe looked gay and 
cheerfuL Matilda's feelings were hurt, but how 
greatly was her aftonifliment increafed, when, on 
being condu£led to the drawing-room where Mrs. 
Mortimer fat, flie found her feated very tranquilly, 
and bufily employed in making a frock for the .ittle 
Rofina, now three years old, wno flood playing at 
her knee. Emily utter*ed an excb-.r.atfon of fiir- 
prife and joy at the anexpe&ed appearance of her 
friend. She flew to her, and enr.braced her with 
tears of tenaernefs and plrafure> whilft Matilda 
fiink on a feiat, overpowered by thekeennefs of her 
own fenfatibns. A ftranger would have miftaken 
Matilda for the alHidled widow, and Emily for the 
confoling friend. 

<« Emily, (faid Matilda,) you are a heroine, for 
1 know your breaft too well to imagine that its 
ifciagnanimity proceeds' from infcnfibility. Oh ! 
why was I not taught> like you,' to cohibat irmh 
and to conquer thefe too impetuous emotions of 
mybofom !" c • 

^Matilda, (replied Emtl^,}jt is done ! The awflit 
debt is paid, the tomb has had its vi£lim, — a vic« 

tiaii 
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tjni, fh, bfiw frPitlefs I The lycrf^r^cft rf 94it^i:<^ 
4;m.djders :ft t^e dr^ ,^dful dlijpei^fa^on,. \>^t r,ea(m 
^cquiefces l^ the decree;i and religion adores it. — r 
you ^e a(l|toni(]^ed at my c^hi;i,ne(^, b\it>.Coii}d yo^ 
];tave wUndTed the fi^n^tions \yhich h^ve a£o^i;g^4 
this bofom^ yau ^yo^uld retrod your eiicomiiw* -m 
Alas, I aip no heroine ! My hours^ fmce my 
union ^yith ftdyrtin^er, h^ve be^n laden with cafe 
and fori:ow, embittered by difappointed hppe, and 
diftraded by beholding the (ufferings of him.whgtm 
we both have loved ; grief prayed oi^ my f^cret 
(ouj, ^d difc.afe oin ray fran;xep, 11? vu, Mfith ^ piqu^ 
^^l^i|IatiQn» I cqricealed thpn;i b9th i yot th^ fatft 
I f^w adv^nciqg by Ao^ and/ilent appro^cli^s m^, 

"You will die then !*' (aid Mafti\d[?^, QQiarfif^ 
attending to the altered and emaciated form of her 

V,^t,9[^yJi9]pv«np}|^t iijL, t;bi^fe»d.of tiigi»n4.pjf 

ftiog, and the fate^ which not long (iiv^PWiS^^ 
my imagination cloathed in tremendolis horrors> is 



Ae fentiments of a heathen on this -awful fubjeft," 
continued flie, taking a book which laid open on 
the fofa befide her : It was Melmoth's tranflation 
of Gato*5 Eflay on old Age, 

<< O glorious day, when I (hall retire from this 
^^lotvand fordid fcene to aiTociate with the divine 
*' aflerably of departed fpiritsi an^ not only with 
** thofe 1 have juft now mentioned, but with my 
** dear Cato, the beft of men, and the moft valu-t 
«* able of fons» It was my hard fate to lay his 
*^ body on the funeral pile^ when, by the courfe 
'* of nature, I had reafon to hope he would have 
** performed the fame fad office to mine. His foul, 
*^ howe^vei:, did not defert me, but ftill looked 
*'back upon me in its flight to thofe happy man- 
** fions, to whiph he affured me I fhould one day 
" follow him. If I appeared to bear his death with 
" fortitude, it was by no means beoaufe I did not 
" moft fenfibly feel thelofs I hadfuftainedc.it was 
*' becaufe Ifupported myfelf with the bonfoling re- 
*^ fleSion that we fhould not long be feparated*" 

<^ His foul did not defert me ! (repeated Mrs» 
Mortimer,) it lookedback upon me in its flight I 
Oh! how forcibly has thi$ divine moralift cxpref- 
led the feni^tions of my bofom ! The invifible 

Vol. h I elTence 
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efletice ftill feems to hover around me. A thou- 
&ad times in the day I addrefs myMf to the fleet- 
ing fpirit) a thoufand times its refponfivv whifpers 
vibrate on the ear of fancy ! Oh ! if the heathen 
fages difcerned a bleffed immortality through the 
dim obfcurity which veiled its ^ories from their 
viewi with what exultation fhould thofe glories be 
anticipated by the Chriftian ! •— tlie <I!hriftian to 
whom they ftand revealed in unclouded majefly, 
and, lilc^ 'the bright but 'diftant 'fplendors of the 
SBthercal vault, throw a foftened irradiation »over 
the dark dwellings of humanity. A Ihort, a very 
fliort interval, and the world, with all itstranffitory 
kitefefts, will be loft to me for ever ! yet one 'fond 
tie remains, — my little Rofina ! But what^have I 
to apprehend on her account ?— ^To you,>iny friend, 
I have determined to bequeath ^her." 

<« And I accept her ! (faid Matilda, tenderly 
embracing the little Rofina.) I accept the dear 
and facred depofit, — the ^hild of <EmiIy and df 
Mortimer : my^heart already adopts her 5 already 
fhe divides its maternal tendernefs with my fom 
Div4}ft yourfelf then of every remaining difquie- 
tude, for hei»e, in the ^ prefence of the Almighty, 
I V6w^o you, that not the peace, the honour, and 
die vii?lue, of that only fon fliall be? more dearto 
. . ' *me 
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me than her's, neither defired with a tendcrnefs 
more fervent, nor promoted with a fonder folici-» 
tude." 

Two months after this convcrfation, Mrs, Fitz- 
ofborne beheld, |in the diapartu^^ of her friend, a 
ftriking inftance of the ferene dignity with which 
an elevat^fil ^pijrk Cj^n in^ke its i^jii^irftm the fcene 
of life. <« Methinks (faid Mrs, Mortimer, the 
night before fhe died) J ^.1 as if I were on the 
point of being releafed from a dungeon where I 
have been deprived, pf ^he inyigoratiug-beam of 
day, and ieduded from the £3clety for which my 
foul has thirfted." 

Matilda faw the earth clofed over the body of 
ber fiiond, . and, poui^ing a /torrent ^f fears' b^r 
her cecoains, jiowfei^Ieis as the Soi that w;rapped 
them, i(he.t€tak the little Rofina to her bc^ft, and 
returned iW(kbiier to i[reland. Mr.f'.itzot^orne le- 
ceivifid dbisiadc^ted child with no very .good grace : 
his imurnaurihg^ however, arofe not to -open op<- 
pofitiopy anditbe lii^leiilofina becaqie ^oxie «f the 
Amily, * . 
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CHAR XXIL 

THE NAURATIVE CONTINUED. 



_—- — « gentle as the gale 
VVhofe breath perfumes anew the bloflbm^d vale. 
Yet quick of fpirit aa th'cicftric beam \ 

When from the clouds its dartmg lightnings dream* 

, SEWARD. 

THE petfoQal lovelinefs, tbe uncommon i ca- 
pacity, and conciltating manners of the lit* 
tie ftitoger, would have fecured to her the friend- 
(hip and protedion of Mrs. Fitzofborne, had they 
been accompanied by no other' circumftances of 
peculiar endearment ; but all the fpirit of Mord* 
mer alr^y fparkled in her eyes, and the partial 
fondnefs of her benefadlrefs already perceived all 
his virtues dawning in her young breaft. The 
little Rofina, with much gentlenefs of foul, difco- 
vered a quick and early fenfe of refentment, but 

it 
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it was the fudtJen glow of a fpirit impatient of in-» 
dignity, not the ftubborn hardnefs of a callous 
heart. Matilda, partial to this foible, perhaps, 
becaufe confcious it was her own, though fhe en- 
deavoured to reprefs it, treated it with the utmoft' 
indulgence. Her boy too, her little He<ftor, five 
years older than Rofina, vied with his mother in 
giving the ftrongeft teftimonies of his aSe£bion to 
his adopted fifter. Reared together, under the 
iame wing that (bettered them with an equal ten* 
dernefs, liftening to the (ame precepts, imbibing 
the fame principles, it was natural their minds and 
manners fhould afUmilate, as far as was confident 
with the difference r of &x and yearsu He£tor in- 
ipired Rofioa with his ftodnefefor adive exercife, 
smd his ardour tn the rpiirfuttof knowledge, and 
Ihe allured him, by the, enchantment of her voice 
and the corretSinefs of ber tafte, to the love of 
muiic and the elegant arts. 

Matilda beheld this tifing attachment with de-' 
light. AVltbottt adverting to the obftacles v.rhich 
the ambitious pride of Mr. Fitzofborne would in- 
evitably oppofeto fuch a proje^, (he determined, if 
poffible, totfkA an union between them as foon as 
their years (hould allow them to form one with 
propriety. Her fathier, the old general, wa^ dead^ 
I 3 and 
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and, not much farisfied with the COhAmA of hft 
fon-in-law, and ftiH fcfs j>lcafed that the Earl, b» 
brother, had recovered^ fo contrary to his vnOae^ 
he left all his remmmng fortune^ amounting t6 
near twenty thoufand pounds, m the abfoliite dif« 
po£il of his daughter* This Was a circitfnftance, 
which, (he was confci^ous^ ituift gWc gr^at addi« 
tional weight toher i^ftu^ftcc hi refped tb the fu- 
ture fettlement of har fort> and> if : Mr* Fitt- 
o(beme(bou]d oppofe her indiriatit)ns:i file detcrmU 
sed to avail herfelf of all the autb(»rity it a^orded 
her. 

Gi^atly as, in fixse inflances^ were^n?*aml 
^mire the cfaaridterof Matfidd, wem^ail not ttf 
bxhibft k to thei admiration of our rtad^is or hMd 
it up/ to their imit^on a9 ae: model of unWoo^flied 
Mceilence. The ce^xmkg^f ^e ptAiii^ was H^ 
vid, and the general expi%fion very Ibvely^ ii 
fpoke to the heart, and commanded involuntary 
interdft and attention, . whSiffi ma^ a cbrreder 
piece vnt viewed with n^ligent imli^fference. -^ 
Mankind we attempt to paint ftich as wd have id 
general feen them > neither aitgcls, divefted of the 
weakneflfes of^ hiMnaaity, nor demons- totally dc^ 
flitute of all its virtues i hut creatures of ambcni 
and middle natui^ fuited to the fphere of exifb- 

ence 



enCj& that has^ ^eti aiQIg^ed tl^eiE^by' a, niyfiedQu& 
Provideace^ a^d adaj^ted to the changieifut world 
they have been decreed toiabahit., To brings tQ«. 
ifiily^ \mTp;icu\^iJ^, it w<;a|lcl h^v.e b^en linjuft t^ 
l^ve aiSgtied a, {urob^miiia^y; ilat^;^ f^r betikjs asi 
totally }k5p^ay|6dfh^Il >wo»dd hgv< Imen thcpcopflr 
gjoccr of refid^ijce. . Thu^ W fe« th^ Hu>ft ex-. 
altied eh^ra<^r$i d^grafcjed by ii^p^rf^^ctipo^ whidt 
roimi^ u$ tfa;f)|,aremc>rtali atid even; the- mpftar. 
baadpiied ejtstioble^ by qmatitlies whicb poipi^^^v 
tjttfiir o^i^ aad dcilinatic^a. 

Mr. Fitzofborne, whofe every other afFeflion 
appieared. to be a^iocbed. in a. foirt of inftin£Uve 
fcndobeik for t^& offspriogi feM biis {9B% at the ag^ 
oft fouttceny. tp. 5tQij College vfl^cJm itcr^?^ 
fiy«. year^, Oa hU re^i> t% Wbft^, , M^ |#ne|tif% 
wuh;i;a|^ure^ b^bplA binft aa^oii^^^ 
aloft fengiaiinft eicB«!iat^Qns^ ui^itina tbe ^Ui9i9m 
i^Ojits of th^ fchplajT with ^q elegance of iHc ge^^-. 
tleix^a»; his underflandingfar&iperior to his,y|Ban^ 
and his heart confirmed in reclitude, and glowing 
with benevolence. His father admired the graces 
of his manners, and his mother exulted in the no- 
blenefs of his fentiments. Rofina, now a tall, wild 
girl of fourteen, received him with childifli.rap-. 
ture^ and treated him with all the innocent and 
I 4 incautious 
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incautious fondneft of a fitter; wfailft he, whcr 
beheld in her the moft lorely and engaging child 
he had ever feen^ returned her endearments "with 
equal fenfibility. Mrs. Fitioftornc, who beheld 
this juvenile fondfteTs wkh pieafure, and hoped to 
improve it into a more permanent attachment, 
took every opportutiity of dHpkying Roiina^s 
virtues and acquirements in the ftrongeft light | 
and He<Sh>r Fitzofborne was forprifed to iind fo 
much cultivation and fo many talents united with 
a fimplicity. fo lovely, an innocence that feemed 
almoft.angeIic» 

As Mr. Fitzoibome thought hfl fen ratfier too 
young to begin the grand tour, it was determined 
that he ibould remain a year or two at hom&. In 
diis interim,/ which was i^ient ehiefiy in the couti'** 
tryi Rofina was aimoft conftantly his companion : 
no aniufement was reUflied which (be did not par- 
take of^ and he began to feel a fecret uneafinefs 
wbeaany aectdent detained hinx from her prefence^ 
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CHAR xxm. 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED* 



By too much rambling up and dowoi 
Men glean the faults of other nations* 
And lofe tlie viitues of their own. 

THE partiality of Heflor for Rofina, a par^ 
tiaKty fo predominant, and concealed withs 
fib little caution, could not long eicapr the pene- 
tration of Mr Fitzofborne ; he viewed it with a 
jealous eye^ and determined to crufh it in its in- 
fancy, by precipitating the departure of his fon. 

" I thihlc> Heftbr, (faid he to hiin one day, ia 
the prefence of Mrs. Fitzofborne and Rofiiia,} I 
tj^ink you have been at home a year**' 

*« But eleven months, Sir." 

1 5. " wai, 
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ThcfiiiiflMW of the bwaft. . 

RGSINA one hour flicd torrents, qf tears at: 
the profge£l of this reparation^ and the. next, 
forgot her afflfSidn-in the firft'trivi^'amufement: 
that attraft'ed and flatteredliier lively itnagination*. 
Youth, Tike the vernal'feafdn ortheyear, is dif-. 
tinguiihed by.that quick. fucceffion of clouds. wd~ 
funlhine,.. which, heightcqs its, allurcmejits with the^ 
charms^ of agreeable contcaft. lUie f^1(l, , breaking^ 
trough; the dark ciouds,^ VP^^ars with: added luf- 
^c, and the flower looks more lovely^.g^litteriog^ 
with the dro{>8 of tberecent fliower.. 

* F|tvidua. 
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Previous to his departure, Mrs. Fitzofborne 
prefented to her fon a picture of herfelf, which was 
efteemed a ftriking likenefs. He received it with 
grateful feniibility; « But, methinks, (faid he, 
fmiling and bluihing as he fpoke,} methinks this 
pioor iblitary portrait will want a companion in its 
travels | ^d, might I prefume to be its advocate. 
It would entreat you to indulge it with the fociety 
of the amiable little £wpurite I faw on your arm 
ycfterday/* 

Mrs. Pitzofborne Kfltened with dfelight to ^ tan-' 
guage fo flattering to her views, and IIe£tpr was 
indulged with the portrait of ttofina. 

Whenthc^houc ^^poiiited for the departure o' 
young Fitzo(borne4u-riyedi Ro/ina, who happened 
tp be left a few minutos. alone with him,, threw her 
arms round hixn^ and wept oo his bofpm.. Over- 
come by this artlefs efiufion of tehdernefs, he re*/ 
turned her careiles with, fervor.. > 

••^ My fweet Rofina, (]cried^he,}: diy your tear^ ;, 
ve (hall meet again ; but promife, ere I depart^ 
promifc that you. will not forget me**' 

*«?orgel 
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" Forget you ! (Ciid RoTina) flUI in tear^j) 
how can you fupfofe mo fo ungrateful and ilUna*. 
turcd! Indeedi though. I wiihcd to forget yon 
ever fo mucb^ I feel that it would be impoffibk*.'* 

<^ But circumilaacxs may alter. I ihall be ie- 
veral years abfent^ perhaps^ before my relurn> 
fome other man— — Yo» may he married, Rpfina> 
before my returo.** 

«' Well, (feid Rodna, fimply,) and fuppofe I" 
ihoidd, dioug^ indeed it isthe moft improbable 
thing in the world ; but furely niy huihand muftjbe. 
a very bad man, if he could have aay obje<ftion to 
letting me love you ; — you, who are fo amiable^ 
'v^hom I have been fo long accuftomed to love> the 
companion of my infancy, Ac fon of my dear- 
eft friend. No,' no, fear nothing I for, if I ithould 
even get fuch a tyrannical brute of a hufband, I' 
feel I (hall love you in fpite of hlnx.** ' 

** Ah, Rofinat (fatd young Fltzoftbrne,) we' 
do not underftand each other j would to heaVea 
yoii were focnc years older P' 

They feparated wkh tMs wlfki of wbtek Rofina 
was hr from conceiving the import*^ - 

•■ ■ For 
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. For the iisft two days aforr He&at Fitsoibome'ft. 
departuie, Roiina talked of him without iatKcmU^ . 
fion, and weptahnpft taceflaody ^ the diird Onf^ 
Tve|3t and laughed by tarns, ;aiid the £aurth » party, 
of pleafure dried up all, her tears* 

Two y«ars after dw diiyairturc of jou^ Fitm^ 

qlbonic^ bisi father, h^pp^okig to \im^ kifuieftt 

that required hi#'a^iid$iH»:tfi Lcnidon^Mr^; Fitsft- 

oiborjiei^ fueling an inclkiatiMi to re^vifH .lh4 pbc^ 

#f h^ tmivit]?, and:th« iiUimal^ of her.j^th,! 

determined to accompany^ him. It was in thi« exr 

([jarfion diat Lord Itajmond firft bec^ne acquaints 

^ with Rofinay a^ eaaqaou^^ of ber,yoi4thful( 

SjOd fnijiple. graces^ T^atq years ha4 produced s^ 

great alters^ipa in her hreaft ^ its-iiQn^iUties wec<^ 

awakened,. apd its.feeiing]^ expanded* , The^.revow^ 

lution> for which. Hedor Fitasofliorne had £> ar-^, 

4f ntly wifiied> waa accompli0iedy and, bad he 

lieenfprefeiN^ on tint &enc> bo nnght pf^obf^b^. hayo^ 

i^Mind no dMicuky in tf ^irhing her thofe di(^tncr 

tions, of whkh ^at his d^parta^re (be appear^ ^ 

utterly MiocfiofeiQUS^ Tt^ ta(k w»s, howevi^Fs 

veferved for anoj^hor. Lord Rayniand» though not 

bandfome, pofiefled features expreflive'' of muck 

fenfibility, and nature had endowed hiox with a 

^banP). fiQrhapB$ qlaUotbef^ the cniQift feducive ta 

5i . , m^r^d f 
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minds of ftrong fcnfibtltty, a voice whofe tones 
thrilled to the heart : \^en we add to diefe alf 
thofe polite attainments, all that litftre of man^ 
ners,.^nd knowledge df fafhionable Jife, which Mr* 
Fitzo(borne had fo ftrenuoufly recommended ta 
the attention of his fbn ; thefe advantages too, en* 
nobled by the Iplendor of exakedrant, we caniiot 
think it wonderfUl,. that> at feventeen, RofinaV 
heart (hould receive^ that impreffioh which* two- 
years before the b«yi(h fbndhefs of a youth had" 
felled to mak« ort il r ^ youth, to Whoie careflfes' 
file had been accuftomed from. childhood ; a youth) 
wfaofe affiduities pofllefled' neither novelty to kttrz€t 
her attention, nor confeqtfence to flatter her vant^^ 
ty. To a man like Lord Raymond, "fkiUM m 
Ac mazes of love's fiibtle wiles,** young Fitzw 
dfborhe, unpradifed. andc ingenuous, ckpreffing 
every fenfation of his foul with the incautibns 
roughnefs of confcious fincerity, could have been 
no formidable competitor,, had he even been- on* 
the fpot 5 it Was not wonderful tben^ that the idea 
of an abfent favourite (hould not fiipply Rofina'^ 
bofom with a defence to prote^ it from the artfuP 
manoeuvres of fo accompli(hed-a general- as- Lord 
Raymond; 

In the compliance with- the feOiibn eftabliihed" 
amongft men of the polite world, of paffingover. 

umnarrieli 



' unmarried ladies with a ftudied indlffkrtncef and 
direAing their attentions to married ones, a fe- 
(hion imported from foreign countries, in fervile 
imitation of the pernitious gallantry that prevails 
in them, Lord Raymond took but little apparent 
notice of Rofma, and made Mrs. Fitzofborne the 
oftenflble object of his affiduities, but without any 
explicit avowal of tendernefs. He found it very 
cafy to indicate to Rofina his concealed prefe* 
rence, and the true motive which fo frequently 
attra£fced him to Mi^ Fitzo(borne's parties. He 

. fo completely mafked his batteries, that that lady 
conceived not the leaft fufpicionof his fecret ma-^ 
chinations, Until the bluihiiig timidity aiid awk« 
warxi embiarrafTmenc of RoHna' revealed them iii 
part, and her own fagacity foon penetrated the 
reft. Even though il|e had not meditated a union 
between Roiina and her fon, l^ord Rajnnond was 
not the man on whom fhe would have been fiitif* 
fied to beftow her fiivourite, had he been ferious in 
liis addrefles ; but ibe was not much deceived in 
bis character, and partly jliipeded the truth, that 
his gallantries to Rodna tended to nothing farther 
than the gratification of his vanity and the amufe« 
ment of his vacant idle hours ) and flie determined 
diat the peace of her lovely ward (hould not fall a 
vi<%m to this fpecies of male coquetry, ao lefs 

commoa 
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Coamon tlmn diflibaoifritable m^dfUMnmlyk In ^ 
ikigny (he^ pretended uaeafinefs to Mr. FitseC* 
h»t)fi in rdpe£k tcr. fame domeftic tmatMrSf zai 
tdok' tbe* 0pportiuiity 06 leavtng Ldndoa wfa^a 
Lrord Raymodftiiwas engtgfrd^iA tfaie ccUntryfora 
few dftjitS), vnthout fufSeriiig ktm jto hure znj pco* 
viaus notice •£ her dep^tme. 

Mr. Fkz^ibornev who could: at all times caa^ 
(ble hMAM£ mdft pbiloCapUeaUj^ uradisr ancaMsoee 
which, other huftandi might hai/reiidecnMd veicatkni% 
applaoddd iMv attentioA tot Im fiumEjr aumosn^ 
and offeeed not thcr flighteft oppofiiSiioft^to her wilb« 
es* But» t9 poor R^fiaa^ this abrupt removal wsa 
ikEe fev&reift. afib^Uon fik hadr evvir eor|)erimced ; 
to >b6 thus btrritied vntf frotnibsr knner,. witboot 
mftfk' tha onisimoKk ^ a padln^ inteiview». of . 
koariilg: bto ]ip ntify the^ dedai»l»Qna of.hto-efe^ 
ahd^voirilttbct ttederaeft wbish ike domfatod not 
gjbwed ift ht9> Heart, and which, ike knagined Bd 
Buotive buctb0:wf|nt of oppeituniiy) jjoiftdd wich 
the! r^fpe£| iafpwfA hj' the delicaf^y o^bis- p^ffioiH 
had prevented hiaai ftiank< difdofii^. Sbcj i^H^lfloodl 
of teaiTfi,^ and Mrs. Fita^flpioraej who &emed to 
attribute her veaation tO'Ccfgreti at beings tbiK fud« 
dexlljp^ (fMKdied. jMwc»}? from Lo^dgn^ and its. amufck 
vt^tfy ei^deiMMMiired to ibotth aad conA^e ber^ but 

her 
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krfr ciidjrconfefalron confifttdin riiriX)!^^ 
that Lord Raymond,. a$ foon as iufxyrosed of htr 
depkrtiirey wbcrid puribe her twic«s» ThiS' fug^ 
gcftion fo diitirely poflbffed her fencvv that her 
eyes were continually turned backwards; evcirjr 
borieman that appeared at a diflance, 6very car« 
mge that fdlowcd thein cms the rdady every ftrank 
ger that arrived at the inns where they ffajpped to 
bait, agitated her bofom with emotion. They 
FObchedl Bfofyhead bow9ver>. aikd nerther wafe (he 
overtakett by Loid Ra}^ond» nor dkd anyv M6r<p 
ciiry with wingiedheek fellow her with an epUllei 
contaurijig an arowsd of his pafiiof^ and a promifii 
tbat ike flioukl foon behold its wi:iter at her feet* 
Wken &e embarked oft b^and- the jfackety ike ^aft 
behind her »: long and melatiekoty- took of diiap* 
potiltod exffeiftatbftii yiet fosde indiipeflfibk n0<^ 
•efi^^ fbd fiMcied,! liiighe haves detained bkii> 
^erhlipr tlliid*% aeca(io«ad by^ b0f abfiipe depasture^ 
The ideal .fiiSufed bet eyeli > i^ith tiears : however^ 
iff tbr fth>fcer vtab not fevtore caobgk to {wtt a total 
period X3^ b» e}iiileRce^ >ihr fUaocdi herfelf wttH 
the vabu expeHativii that he wouki vorjr ihortljr 
feUo«F ker ta Ireland The jUuTiod ftlH conlstsitted. 
A. tboufaiid times aftefr her arrival in Duhltii,, ihe 
iaaated &e £|vr'him< iA the ilreet, Hm^ jfrr(|tMn£l]f 
imagining ihe could diftinguiih his rap at the depr^ 
. . fell 
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fell into all the painful emotion of hope, chilled by 
alternate apprebenfion. Mrs. Fitzofbornc, with- 
out appearing confcious of her uneafine^s, endea- 
voured ta divert and remove it. About a month 
after their arrival in Dublin, Mr. Fitzofbornc 
wrote a letter to his lady, from which fhe judged 
it expedient to fe]e£i the following paflage for the 
edification of Rofina. 

*< Lord Raymond defires me to prefent his de- 
voirs to you and Mifs Mortimer. I endeavoured 
to perfuade him to accompany me to Ireland, and 
pay them to you perfonally, but he declined my 
invitation, though I urged with great eameflnefs* 
It is reported that he is paying his addreiTes to La- 
dy Caroline Harley; but, if 1 am not miftaken, 
his attachment will only manifeft itfelf in a few 
of thofe gallantries, of which he has the charaC'* 
ter of being very liberal to your fex ; for the Earl 
of E— , Lady Caroline's father, is overburdened 
with chrktren and with debts, and Lord Raymond 
has too much underftanding and knowledge of the 
world to marry without money. It is his own 
maxim, that, in a flate liable to fo many adventi« 
tious evils, no wife noan will negleA to fecure to 
himfdf the only pofidve good it may perhaps con- 
ifer/' 

Rofma 
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RbfinaliAened in filent conRernation, and Mrs. 
Fitzoflx)rne Icftiier to make her own comments 
on what (he had heard. The illufion which had 
fo fondly flattered her fancy was diflipated in an 
inftatit } lor, had Lord Raymond retained the I^aft 
fpark of affe&ion for her, cooid he hav€ rejeded 
fo Mattering an invitation ?•— to dwell beneath the 
fame roof with the object of his tenderhefs, to fee 
and fpeak to her every hour in the day. She fe- 
cretly execrated his caprice and fkiOK)od ; fome- 
times (he wept, and fome times her indignation 
dried up her tears. A tHoufadd times ttie determi- 
ned to think no more of him> and a thoufand timel 
(he broke her refohition. 

A few days after the nfeeipt of thi$ letter^ is 
Rofina was fitting alone with her friend, Mrs. 
Fitzofborne remarked to her, that' fhi was hot 
forry Lord Raymond had refiifed to accompa- 
ny Mr. Fitxofborne to Ireland. Rofina's hcq 
glowed. . f . ' 

' ' ' ' ^ ".■''■ 

" He is undoubtedly very dgreeable, (purfued 
Mrsc Fitzo(borne,j but I am of opinion that the 
more minutely we examine his char^er> the le6 
wcihaUbcinclinedtoeftermit^^* 1 

••lam 
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<< I ^m firmly ftT(^^d of it !" fyud Riofwj ia 
^ tone of yex^ipa; ^ face a^ 1>pf9Rii ^o^idg 
wilh a fiUl deciper dye, 

^ If I am not groktly ntiftakeo in faim, (fefii* 
tncd Mrs. Fitxoftwiriie,) b^ js ons of thftt ntime* 
sous tribe wbo conceal gneat .hardne&* of heart 
under oiuch ibftnels of manners/' 

JLctfinatfighed. 

■ (<< Lady Caroline, (continued Mrs^Fiitsc^ome)^ 
beautiful as ihc^oert^nly is, and amiable asifae 
may poffibly be, will make<but a -tranilent iroprei^ 
fion on his feelings, though his vanity may prompt 
htm to iwifli. to make a^laAing one .on her'^*^' 

. ^ How 1 i(faidiRQfina,) if heioesaotikwfehfir V 
• ■ • i , i ., ... 

'^f Yes, (Md Mrs. Eitzofbocne,) tfaem; are men 
who feek by infidious attentions to enfnareithe af- 
fedions of women, without a view to any other 
. gsattfiqa^ipn jti»a <th^t ;wl^ucbjnui)'^>r0fuk fcom the 
pkafiureiof fih|e pmiiitt, andithe glory.of /the ^cont 
queft.i ^ jaiW^Qaiis fiiiCfi,^Iiha¥efeen.you catch 
birds aqd butterflies. ^iof^isiiif n^ts» iuidil^ diem go 
again.—- Yes, Rofina, there are fuch men/' 

' '• ' "Such 



^< Such monfters rather !" faid Rofina, with in- 
dignation* 

" It is, indeed, (faid Mrs. Fitzoftorne,) a bafe 
and monftrous ingratitude, after exciting afFei^on 
by artful fedulity, to return it wkh indifFerence, 
perhaps with contempt and derifion : for fome a- 
mongft them wi>l ev4Ui boaftjof thdir triumphs a* 
mongft companions as loft to feelinff ai)d to gene- 
rofity as themfelves. How very weak then is it 
in women to fufFer themfelves to be caught In fuch 
flimfy fiiares !" 

Rofina, if (he icould havq jlpoken,, woyld have 
afked her friend for a criterion to judge by, a 
tQtichftone tO'<enabfe/hcr teitdifttoguifhithe/^i^iles of 
diffimulation frooDdie cflnifions of genuine ^tender- 
acis, [but Jier heart aaras too fiiU : Jbcbung hpr Jiead, 
and (her tftafisiftiseanied >on.iier /wiOTk. ^She ^ibised 
fome trifling pretext to retire to her apartment. 
' • ■ - ' . ■ ^ ' 

The wound .flill finartediiniieribolbm, butthtf 
cure W9s<tnQreithfln:h^:e(Fe6tcd, :afld;afewil^(Diidis 
reftQi»4 her to .all. ^ ifoinver gaiety and indiffe* 
fence. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

THE NARRATIVE CONTIKU£D» 
MATRIMONIAL SNIPSNAP. 



With words far bitterer than wormwood. 
Which would in Job or Grizzle ftir mood» 

>xHORTLY after Ais^converfatipna, Mr. Fifz- 
O ofbome returned from London. Difcourfing 
one day on indi&rent fubje£ts with Mrs; Fiti- 
ofborhe, he happened to naention Lord Raymond. 

** To acknowledge the truth, (faid he,) when I 
iirft met<htni'in' London, I fancied I difcovered, 
through his efforts io conceal it, a lurking partiali- 
ty for your ^vourite, Rofina, and it was princi- 
pally on that account that I fo warmly prefled him 
to accompany me to Ireland." 

' <<Itoo 
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<« I top ol?ferved the partiality you fpeak of, (re- 
plied Mrs. Fitzofborne,) but was far from wifli- 
ijig to encourage it, had it even been permanent, 
yrhich, i^deedj I never fufpeiSled. I intend Rofina 
fojc a ma^ pf a character, very different froqi his 
lordjIhipV 

** And, pray, (faid Mn Fitzofbornc, ironically,) 
%yho is tjie &voured mortal to whom you have defti- 
ncd (o rich a treafure i" 

** J candidly tell you, (replied Mrs. Fitzofborne) 
it is my wifli to fee her united to my fon Hedlor/* 

" United to Heftor ! to my fon, Heftor FitZr 
ofborne! — Youjeft, without doutt," 

<* Indeed I never was more ferious on any fub- 
j^£i in mylife," 

** By heaven! this abfurdity furpafles every 
provocation I have hitherto met with, Heftor 
Fitzofborne, fprung from an illuftrious family, the 
heir of a noble fortune, to Jbe married to a girl 
without money or ccjnfequence ! — a girl, whom, 
through charitable motives, I fufFered to remain 
beneath my roof !" 

Vol. I. K " Yet 
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« Yet juft no\¥ (replied Mrs. Fitzofborne calm^ 
ly) you feemed to imagine you incurred no blame 
in endeavouring to promote an union between this 
girl, without money or confequence ; this girl, 
whom through charitable motives you have fuf- 
fered to remain beneath your roof, and Lord Ray- 
mond, only fon of the Earl of B— , a young no- 
bleman of diftinguifhed abilities, illuftrious birtb, 
and ample poffeiEons. If we confider the matter 
impartially, I believe the Earl would have rather 
more reafon to obje£t to fuch an alliance than you 
can poflihly have." 

<^ Let him look to that. If Lord Raymond had 
taken a fancy to the girl, I muft have been a 
damned fool, had I, through a ridiculous fcrupu- 
Ip£ty, declined giving him an opportunity of rid- 
ding me of the cxpence of maintaining and pro- 
viding for her. But the young man Was no fuch 
novice. His finding her beneath niy prote£tioa 
precluded a di(honourable attachment^ and he was 
not fuch a blockhead as to entertain any other.'* 

V 

*^ It. is hard, (faid Mrs. Fitzofborne, with indig- 
nation,) it is very hard to be obliged to liften to 
fuch fentiments .; but you may igo on. All con- 
trovcrfy which cannot b^ produftfvc of conviSion 

is 
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is vain and idle, the child of abfurdity, and the pa- 
rent of diflention." 

*< What ! (replied Mr. Fitzofborne,) do you 
want me to acknowledge that Lord Raymond 
wouldhavcadled very prudently in marrying this 
girl?" 

** If you thought otherwife, (faid Mrs. Fitz- 
ofborne,) it was afliameful meannefs.to endeavour, 
from motives the moft feliifli and pitiful, to make 
a trap of your own houfe to enfnare him into a 
connexion you confidered as prejudicial jb^llis true 
interefts j — your own houfe, which ought to be 
confecrated by hofpitality to every generous pur« 
pofe of friendly benevolence,' ' 

« At all events^ (faid Mr. Fitzofborne, who, 
confcious of having the worfl fide of the argu- 
ment, was rather in a hurry to turn afide the cur- 
rent of the converfatipn,) ataU events, you fhall 
never make my fon marry your foundling," 

<« I have not the leall intention of forcing his 

inclinations, (replied Mrs. Fitzofborne 5) but, if, 

on his return, a mutual afFe£tionfhould take place, 

K a Ifcc 
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I fee no reafonable objedion you can make to dus 
union." 

** No reafonable objeflion !'* 

•* None. In birth (he is not his inferior, nor 
will fhe moft probably be fo in fortune. If her 
right were vindicated with fpirit, there is little 
•reaibn to doubt but her paternal eftate might even 
yet be recovered*" 

*« At leaft^ (faid Mr. Fitzofborne,) the expe- 
riment fhall never be made with my money/* 

«c Then I am determined it Iball be with minc^" 
fhe replied; 

'wCurfe me! (exdaimed he, in a rage,) if I 
lever heard fuch monflrous abfurdity ! Mo, then, 
*it appeslrs t^o be your intention to throw away the 
property which the ridiculous pard'ality of that 
old fool }70ur father left in your difpofal, in the 
nonfenfical expectation of realizing thofe golden 
dreams on which fo much money has been already 
inefFedually fquandered ? You might, to all in- 
tents and purpofes, as well devote it to the explo- 
ded chimera of finding the philofopher's ftone.— 

Do 
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Do you recolledt that there are fuch places as mad- 
houfes ?" 

" 1 do) (replied Mrs. Fitzofborne,) and alfo 
that rfiere have been hufbapds fufficiently barba- 
rous and villainous to imprifon their wiv^s in thofe 
dreadful manfions ; but fuch unhappy fufferers are 
tufually without friends or interett, deftitute of the 
advantages of powerful alliance^ and independent 
property.** 

" By heaven ! (fiud Fltzolborne>) if tvi«>-thirda 
of your fek were (hut up in themj it is no roore 
than they defervc !'* 

«* And were juftice as ilriAly adminiftered in 
Tt{pe& to your's, (replied Mrs. Fitzofborne,) 
there would be no danger of their wanting male fo- 
ciety to enliven their folitude. But this is a point 
merely fpeculative, and very remote from that 
where we began, ,lt is my idea, that, in rc(pedt 
to marriage,^ though parents may poflefs a right 
to endeavour to influence the choice of their chil- 
dren, they derive neither from nature nor reafon 
any authority to control it." 

** Fine dodlrine, truly ! However, notwith- 

ftanding the oraculous infallibility which felf-con- 

. K 3 ceit 
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celt annexes to your declfions, I fhall take the li* 
berty of thinking, and of afting too, for myfelf.'* 

** And your fon, I hope, (faid Mrs. Fitz- 
ofborne,) will follow an example fo worthy of imi- 
tation. If parents (continued fhe, with great 
emotion) train up their tender offspring from the 
cradle in the barbarous intention of felling them, 
like flaves or beafts, to the higheft bidder, let 
them at lead, like flaves and beafts, he rendered 
callous by hard treatment ; let their hearts be 
hardened by unkindnefs, their fouls embruted by 
ignorance, -that no piercing ray of intellei^ual 
light may reveal to them the horror of their defti- 
ny, no tear of refined fenfibility bedew the galling 
fliackles of their flavery." 

What IS felt with poignancy is generally expref- 
fed with force. Mrs. Fitzofborne fpoke from her 
feelings ; for, with many a bitter drop had (he be- 
dewed the fetters which bound her to a man whofe 
contraction of fentiment precluded affeftion, and 
whofe want of honourable principle excited con* 
tempt. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED, 

ROSINA had never been a favourite with 
Mn Fitzofbosne i her refidence in his fa- 
mily had never been ;^reeable to him ; he had, at 
moft, tolerated itj but, from the moment of this 
converfation, fhe became the objeft of his fupreme 
antipathy. However, as it was more natural to 
his difpofition to feek the gratification of his ma« 
levolence, in the dark intricacies of covered ma- 
lice, than to purfue it in the more broad and open 
way of avowed averfion, he endeavoured to ftifle 
the impulfes of his diflike, though he could not 
Iq efFeSually difguife it as to conceal it entirely 
from its obje(3:. Not unverfed in the knowledge 
of human nature, more particularly of its weak- 
nefles and blemiflies, he knew fuU wcdl that Mrs. 
FitaM>(borne's partiality for Rofina would gain ad- 
ditional energy from oppofition^ and required no- 
K 4, thing. 
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thing but perfecution to make it glow with re« 
doubled enlhufiafm ; he therefore deemed it more 
politic to conceal his diflike, and await fome op- 
portunity favourable to his meditated purpofe of 
fepping the foundation of Rofina's favour, by af- 
fixing injurious fufpicion to fome trifling error in 
her conduct, if it fhould afiord one, or by building 
it on an imaginary bafis, if no impropriety fupplied 
a real. In other circumflances, Mr. Fitzofborae 
would have confidered the refentment of his wife 
as a matter totally indifferent, but, to a mind like 
his, under the dominion of the moft fordid ava- 
rice, the independent property of which flic was 
poffeflTed rendered it fbrmidablesi 

But malignity will betray itfelf to its ofcjcfl, 
through all the difguifes of a fludied concealment. 
Rofina, without being able to obje£l to any par- 
ticular inflance in Mr. Fitzofborne's condufi:^ fdt 
that be difliked her, and her heart, warm ill all its 
feelings, returned this unmerited averfiori with a- 
dequate refentment and difguft. Proud by nature, 
flie now firft recollefted (he was^ born to poverty 
and felt the weight of dependence grievous and of- 
preffive. • Amufement, the vernal glow of her own 
youthful vivacity, the charms of variety co-ope- 
rating with the tendernefs of friendfhip, had hi- 
therto 
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therto allowed her naleifure for gloomy reflexion; 
but now, nearly eighteen, her thoughts began to 
take a turn more ferious, and to meditate her fu« 
ture deftiny with unquiet apprehenficn. During, 
the life of her friend, indeed, flie felt no fear of 
encountering any difficulty or difquietude, but 
what might refult from being obliged to reiide in 
the houfe of a perfon fhe did iked and feared, and 
this was in itfclf a fufficient fource of vexa**. 
tion ; but (he had another of much more poignant 
anxiety,— the health cf that friend was often in fa 
declining a ftate, as frequently to excite the fnoft 
alarming apprehenfions. She knew, indeed,^ that 
Mrs. Fit^ofbome had no lefs the inclination than: 
the power to provide amply for her future fubfift- 
ence ; but,, in the grave of that friend, every- 
profpecl of earthly felicity feenjied to terminate, 
and. beyond it all was defpair ^d horror. 

Mr. Fitzofborne, who was not fcrupuloufly ex- 
aft in the choice of his fociety, frequently enter- 
tained at his houfe thofe profligate men of fafhion 
who derive. a ^afTport from their rank, which en- 
titles them to an admittance into what is called the 
heji company. Mrs. Fitzofborne coulJ not avoid 
obferving his eagernefs in feizing every opportuni- 
ty, of introducing Rofma into fuch fociety, and 
K 5 his. 
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his fedulity in engaging her to difplay her muGcal 
abilities, and other .engaging talents, under the 
feigned appearance of an obliging Iblicrtude to 
(hare with his friends the pkafure which he him- 
fclf afFeftcd to receive from them* To Rofina 
this condu£t was an inexplicable enigma, in a per- 
fon by whom (he felt fhe was hated ; but Mrs. 
Fitzofborne imagined (he had found its folution 
i A imputing it to a hope that Rofina, and fome one 
amongft his gay aflTociateSj by conceiving a mu- 
tual paifion,. might fruftrate her intentions with 
reipecSl to die union fhe meditated between her and 
her fon. She partly, indeed^ hit the point ; buty 
though hen opinion of her hufband was not the 
moft partial,, it never entered into her conceptiort 
to^ fuppole that be could have either willingly de» 
voted the innocent ohjeA of his averfion to ac- 
tual infamy, and guilt,^ or vilely fought to degrade- 
the purity of her charafter with a fiditious ftigma^ 
His fchemes w^re^ however,, abortive ;; for, to 
RoHna, doubly guarded by the fpotleflhcfs of her 
own heact, and the maternal vigilance of herfriend, 
the fociety of fuch men poflefledno allurement* 
Their flattery, and often Indelicate prefeffions of 
admiration, had no charm :: (he entexed their, pre* 
fence,, when neceffity obliged her to it, with re- 
. lui^ance,. and quitted it with difguft^ There 

wexc: 
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were, however, many amongft-<them whofe fpe- 
clous demeanour might have deceived her, had 
fhe not been defended by a> foreknowledge of their 
charafters ; but, however feir the exterior fem- 
blance appeared to* the fenfes, the mind's clear 
vifion penetraced[ the difguife, and the odious and 
degrading deformity of licentioufnefs was rendered, 
ftill moprdeteftable by the mafic oB hypocrify. 

About this period,, one of Mr. Fitzofborne's 
fafliionable aiTociates happening to die,, appointed 
him guardian to. a daughter^ who, as he had no 
other children, was heirefs to all his pofTeffions, 
which, were very confldcrable. This change in- 
ftantly fuggefled to him a plan of forming an al- 
liance betweea his young ward and his fon ; an 
alliance which the high rank of the lady, for her 
father had been an Earl, confpired with her largCL 
fortune, to render doubly defirable*. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED^. 



Fq/ pi-alffe,. too dearly. Icv'd and fondly fought;-. 
En Peebles all internal ftrcngth of thought. 
And the weak mind, witliin itfelf unbleft. 
Leans for all pleafure on another's brcafh. 

Goldsmith;^ 

LADY Flora, Mr, Fitzofborne*s new ward, 
was fcarcely feventeen. Her perfon was^ 
pretty; but, having been deprived in her infancy 
of her mother, and but little attended to by her 
father, whofe attention had been engrofled by ob- 
je6ls of a different nature, her education had beei^ 
almoft totally neglefted* Without a friend to 
form her manners, and furrounded by fervile de*- 
pendents, whofe interefl it was to flatter her pre- . 
dominant foibles, her charafier exhibited a ridicu- 
5 lous 
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^ lotts and difgufting ernnplication of petulance, ar« 
rogance> vanity, and infipidity. 

Mr. Fitzofborne, immediately on the death of 
the Earl| h^r father, gave Lady Flora an invita* 
tion to fpend fome time with bis family, who were 
then at a very charming villa of his, about twenty 
miles from Dublin. Lady Flora accepted this in-f 
vitation, and Mrs. Fitzofhorne and Roilna, with 
all the benevolent politenefs that was natural tQ 
their charafters, endeavoured to render her refi* 
dence amongft them as agreeable as poifibie. Their 
efforts at firft were fuccefsful. Lady Flora ap^ 
peared quite iktisfied with her fituation, and de* 
clared (he had nevei* been fo happy. Mre. Fitz- 
efborncy fhe faid, was the mod charming woman 
in the world, and for Rofinafhe profeffed amoft' 
violent friendihi p. But neither friendfhip nor grati- 
tude ever fubfifted in a breaft whofe movement^ 
are governed by the inconftant and tyrannic fway 
of caprice. The charm of novelty foon wore off. 
The mind, that has no refourccs in itfelf^ flies 
with avidity to every expedient that promifes it re- 
lief from the grievous burden of internal infipidi- 
ty 5 but the amufements, with which Mrs. Fitz* 
ofborne and Rofina were accuftomed to occupy> 
their leifure intervals, poffefled no charm for Lady. 

Flora, 
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Flora, who, unhappily for herfdf, had never been ' 
taught to relilh them. Reading (be detefted, mu- 
fic made her yawn, drawing (he could never be 
prevailed oh to learn, and needle- work, fheniain- 
tained, was only fit for the daughter of a mecha- 
nic. Poffeffed of youth, beauty, rank, and for- 
tune, (he faid (he thought there was no neceffity 
formakingherfelf aflave, and faw no bufinefs (he 
had in the world but to enjoy life, and make her^ 
felf happy. 

<<WelI then> ((atd Rofina, to whom (be made 
this avowal of her fentiments,) and why are you 
hot happy ? why do you complain of the length of 
time, and'fo frequently appear weary of your ex- 
iftence V 

«No wonder, ((aid Lady Flora,) when Ire- 
fide amongft ill-natured people, who will not give 
themfelves the trouble of taking any pains to ren- 
der it agreeable to me. When I complain of en^ 
nuiy Mrs. Fitzo(bome puts fome ftupifying book 
or other into my hands, that fets me afleep be- 
fore 1 get to the end of the fecond page. Was it. 
Hot enough to provoke a faint laft niglit,. when, 
rnftead of letting her company down to cards, (and" 
as there were five or fix of us, we might have 

glayeili 
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played Loo or Vingt-un,) ihe muft introduce that 
vile ftupid play ?" — I forget the name of it." 

"What ! (faid Rofina,) Henry the Fourth?'" 

«' Yes, that was it. I never heard fuch low 
ftufF in my life ; all about ale-wives and pick- 
pockets, that deferved to be hanged, every one of 
them." 

«< Yet I thought you appeared amufed with it,'" 
(aid Rofina. 

•* I ftrove to laugh a little, becaufe every one 
elfe laughed, and I was afiaid they would think i 
wanted tz&e and fenfe to find out the jeft as well 
as they ; but I never was fo tired in my life, and I 
am aftonilhed that people of faihion caa be enter-^ 
tained with fuch vulgar tralh.^" 

"I amfiire (fiiid Rofina) Mrs. Fitzofborne is. 
toa polite to have introduced it, if fhe had knowa 
it was difagreeable to you. I think I heard her aik 
you/" 

« Yes, flic did fo^ indeed v but, when every 
one elfe appeared, to approve it), what could I (ay ^ 

lamL 
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T^m now only a girl, you know ; but, when I 
am a few years older,, and miftrefs of my own 
fortune, things will be altered ; for I fhall have it 
in my own power to make myfclf happy, and no 
thanks to any one.'^ 

*< And how will you effc<a your purpofe ?" faii 
Rofina. 

" Oh ! rU engage I'll contrive It, form have 
onQ of the iineft houfes in town, and the mofl ele- 
gant equipage j then I'll go every now and then to 
London and Paris, and bring ov^r all the new 
laibions, and then I (ball have the fatisfadtion of 
feeing all the ladies of quality ftriving to ape me; 
but, juft by the time they have got into one fafliiony 
I'll throw it off, and introduce fome other, on pur- 
pofe to mortify them. Then I'll not demean, myfelf 
by keeping any company but that of the firft no- 
bility, and every night of my life I will be at a 
ball. Of a concert, or a play, or have a party at 
home^f and if fuch a life is not happinefs,, I won** 
der what is!" 

Rofina fmiled. 

*< Do not you think I fliall be prodigioufly hap- 
py ?" (aid Lady Flora, 

« Indeed 



I 



R O S I N A. ao§ 

<* Indeed I do riot kriow, (faid Rofina ;) I fin- 
cerely wifli yotir ladyfhip may find yourfelf fo." 

" But that is not the queftion : do not you thiftfe 
Ifhallf'' 

<* We are apt (returilcid fiofiria) tb eftimate the 
feelings of others by our own. A lifo of fuch 
diflipatioti would not be to my tafte.^' 

<* Oh, no I ((bid Liidy Flora, in aft ironical 
tone,) I dare fay you would rather ftay moping 
over your books here in the country. I fuppofe 
you want to be a learned lady, like Mrs. Fitzof* 
borne.'* 

" To refemble Mrs. Fitzofborne (replied Ro- 
fina] would undoubtedly be my firft ambition^ 
though ihe is not a learned lady ; but fbe poileiTes 
c(ualities infinitely more — — .'* 

« Well, well, (interrupted Lady Flora,) I do 
not want to be bored with her good qualities ; np 
one is difputing them. People may be very good, 
and very ftupifying at the fame time ; and, indeed^ 
I think your great faints are always the moft infi* 
pid beings in the world." 

« Mrs. 
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** Mrs. Fitzofborne infipid !" repeated Rofina. 

f 

*< I find her moft horridly fo. I muft fpeak to 
Mr. Fitzolborne about removing me to town, for 
I am tired of my life, and I know, if I ftay ano- 
ther fortnight here, I fliall fret myfelf into hyfter- 
ics, and, for aught I know, bejhrown into a fever 
with vexation, and be hurried out of the world juft 
^hen I am on the point of becoming one of the 
happieft creatures in it." The idea was fo afflic- 
tive, that poor Lady Flora burft into tears. 

** I am very forry (faid Rofma, ^ith a foothing 
tone of voice,) that our efforts to render your rc- 
fidence amongft us agreeable — i-,'' 

'* Lord, child ! (interrupted Lady Flora,) you 
need make no^ apologies ; I lay no blame to your 
account. If people have the misfortune of being 
tirefome and difagreeable, I fuppofe it is not their 
own fault." 

" At leaft, (faid Rofina,) fince my fociety isfo 
tirefome and difagreeable, it would be my fault, 
were I to continue to fatigue your ladyfhip with it 
wiy longer." She left the room as fhe fpoke. 

'^ See, ffaid Lady Flora, addrefling her favour- 
ite waiting- woman, who had entered the room du- 
ring 
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l-ing the latter part of this dialogue,) fee, flie is 
gone off without thinking it worth while to wait 
for my sxiCweu" 

In the enumeration of the ingredients neceflary 
to the felicity with which Lady Flora fondly flat- 
tered her imagination, through ignorance of her 
own feelings, fhe had omitted the mod eiTential, 
•^iiiceffant adulation, without which every other 
requiiite to happinefs could poffefs neither poignan- 
cy nor intereft. No one was better qualified to 
adminifter this cordial drop, fo vivifying to the ex- 
baufted fpirits of a fine lady, than the perfon to 
whom (he now addrefTed herfelf. This fagacious 
Abigail, improved by long pra<^ice in the art (he 
ftudied with attention, knew how to proportion 
her dofds in the nicefl degree to every different 
appetite ; but little circumfpeftion, however, was 
requifitewith that of poor Lady Flora, who had 
been from her infancy accuflomed to fwallow fuch 
quantities of this inebriating mixture, as would 
naufeate a palate of the lead delicacy. 

" Did you obferve too, (continued Lady Flora,) 
that fhe had a fort of fmilc on her face f Was not 
ihc monftroufly impertinent ?*' 

« Shockingly 
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<* Shockingly fo ! (exclaimed the favourite j) 
It would have been a great deal of afibrance in 
her to have treated little MungO) your ladyihip'^i 
fpaniel dog, with fo much rudenefs and difrefped* 
But fome people can never learn their diftance} 
that is the misfortune of it. I was aftonifhed at 
your ladyfliip's patience.'* 

<^ So «m I) indeed, (fiiid Lady Florai) and yet 
when I came here firfti I thought them good fort 
of people enough.*' 

<< That was all owing to your lady&ip's own 
great good-nature. For my own part, from the 
moment 1 fet my foot in the houfe, 1/etn what 
kidney they were of well enough, but I refolved 
to leave your ladyfhip to make your ladyihip's own 
dijkivries \ though, to be fure, I could hardly keep 
my tongue within my teeth, to fee the difrefped 
your ladyfhip was^ treated with by a fet of fliabby 
commoners, that ought to be laying their hands 
under your lady(hip's feet, to (hew their gratitude 
for the honour you done them in coming into their 
houfc.** 

"Infteadofthat, then, (faid Lady Flora,) they 
fcem to confider me as if I were entirely their 

equal, 
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equals except Mr. Fita^iborne. I muft do him 
the juftice to fay that he always treats me as a 
perfon of diftinaion ought to be treated/' — Thi§ 
g^tleman, agreejikble .to the defigos he had formed 
on Lady Flora, had adopted that fawning officiouf- 
nefs of manner which he judged beft calculated to 
conciliate the favour of her lady&ip, and acquire 
thatafcendant over her mind which his interefted 
views rendered a matter of importance to hrnu— • 
^< AndoAis {Ipflna^ (continued Lady Flora,) whom 
I waA^mple "enough to take a fancy to at firft, 
treats me with a fort of familiarity, as if (he thought 
me a child i and, though I dreiTed myfelf as much 
as this nafty odious mourning I wear will admit 
pf, ihe never ihewed me the more refpeS:, but 
treats me juft as if (he fancied me on a level with 
herfelf." 

** Your lady(hip on a level with her !" (exclaim- 
ed the parafite ; } it is to be hoped there is ibme 
difference between Paddy Mulligan and Paddy 
Mull^gan^s dcfg, as the(e vulgar wretches here in 
Jrelaajd fay.'^ 

<< I ^always imagined (faid Lady Flora} you ha4 
been an Jriihwoman*" 

« Why, 
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<« Why,— yes, your ladyfhip, to be fure I am 
partly, as I may fay ; but my great-grandfather 
came over here a captain in King James's army, 
and my grand-uncle was married to a Dutch Bur- 
go«mafter's niece's coufin.^* 

« Really !" faid Lady Flora. 

« To be fure ! (refumed Mrs. Flaherty:) it is 
a bad bird, as the (aying goes, that bewrays its 
own neft, that is for certain ; but I cannot for the 
life of me help being afhamed of my country, ever 
fince I went to France, and Pologna^ and Venus, 
and them fort of places, with my laft lady. Lady 
Knockmaroon. I dare fay your ladylbip was ac- 
quainted with her ?" 

"No, indeed, (faid Lady Flora;) but, for my 
part, I fhould be quite terrified at travelling fo 
fan*' 

** Qh ! not at all, ma'am ; your ladyfhip would 
admire it of all things; you would be quite de- 
lighted to fee fo many fine fights. Then there's 
fuch quantities of dirty, lazy, idle people, and 
fuch multitudes of bugs, and other filthy reptiles ; 
and to fee them carry about their faints, and their 

puree/pons 
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furcejjions^ ma'am ! knocking down the. people a$ 
fail: as hops, if they do not drop down on their 
marrow-bones in the gutter, ma'am." 

" That is very ftrange, indeed !" faid Lady 
Flora.'* 

<^ And if your ladyihip was but to fee all the 
fine houfes, and churches, and palaces, failing for 
dll the world like ihips in the very middle of the 
(ea, and the water running inftead of ftreets to 
walk in, and boats plying about juft like our 
chairs and coaches ; and fuch fine churches and 
buildings, ma'am, and all of them fo dirty ! It 
is a great wonder to me, that, having fo much wa-> 
ter, . and fo many idle vagabonds firoUing abouti 
they do not employ lome of them to waflx away 
the fiith, but they like filth, ma'am." 

^ That is very extraordinary," faid Lady Flora. 

" Your ladyihip may well fay fo ; but every 
country has its own modes and ^fhions, and its 
likings and diflikings. They have the flrangeit 
name for their king ; it is not altogether Dog, 
but fomethlng very like it; for you know,ma'am} 
it would be high treafon to call the king dog :— - 

but 
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but you will fee ilifFercnt ways of living in /every 
country, and your ladylliip knows th^ is what 
makes it fo varjily improvinjg to fee foreign partS| 
becaufe it opens our fickletus^ and gives a flux to 
cur ide^rsj as my po^r dear Lprd Knockmaroon 
ufed to fay* We intended for nothing but to take 
the grand tower, when death, who, as your lady- 
fhip knows, never fpareth nobody, feeing that all 
fle£h is 4nor4al, cut the. clue of my LQr4's difiinnya 
and fo diome we were obUged yo p^ck^ wiitliout 
(being the Pope, .or the V^nus de.Mec^ciin, k>x half 
the oth^ fine flicws.'* 

« I think (faid Lady Flora) I r&ouM pot regret 
any place ithat was fo dirty, ^nd fo full of Aeas and 
bugs/' 

^ «0 ma*am ! but:if your iladylhip was but to 
fee the fine churches and pi£tures, and to hear 
high m^fs,-tobe fur^itis the moil G^ajefticaleft 
thing ! and all the faints, images, and the fine Iu« 
Ijan mufic, cma'am." 

« To fay the tr^th, (faid Lady Flora,) I dp 
not care a pin for mufic, although I am^fliamed 
to acknowledge it, becaufe mi^fic is fo mu^h the 
fefhiQn/* 

"Lgrdi 
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« Lord, aiid faow (bould you like it, ma*atn, when 
you never heard any that was fit to be heard. To be 
fure, when your ladyfliip called me into the drawing 
room the jothei: evening, and I heard that girl that 
ipoke foJaticily rto your ladyfliip juft flow^ thrum- 
ming on that ftrifn-llram of a harp of her's, and 
caterwauling, if pur ladylhip? will believe me, I 
was ready to thruft my fingers into my ears, when 
i thought of Italy and its dear Sempronas^ for 
that is the Italian for a finger> ma'am, as to be 
fure your ladyfliip kjiowsi*' 

No, indeed, (faid I ady Flor^) I ntv^ heard 
it before." > 

--■•• ' • ■' r ■ • '= "'^'- • • : 

5* I coidd fpeak' Italian almoft as wtell as my mo* 
fher<^toi^ue^ iha'arn, bi^t now it has flipped out 
of my memory a little ; but, as to your ladyfliip 
not liking the Arumming and fqualling you hear 
4n this part of the .world, it only temonfiraUs the 
goodnefs of^ypurkdyibip's tafle." * 

« Yet I have heard (faid Lady Flora) that Ro- 
fina plays and fmgs remarkable well." 

« She fing and play well ! O Lord, ma'am ! 
your ladyfliip is in jeftfurei'* i 

Vol. L L ^ « Nay, 
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•' « Naji (faid Lady Flow,) I do not fay I ever 
Udmired her pei^formance." 

^ I believe noty ihdoed -, jour hidjttnp has too 
much ear and taiflre. Wh^ yoftr ladyfliip jda}^ 
tad fmgs, indeed, as little as your iadylhip has 
pra&iitdy it ^uts me in mind of thie wild notes of 
a nightingale, there is fpmethmg fo nully^ftmu ia 
it." 

«« Mellifluous,*' faid Lady f^ora. 

.. <^ WeH, ma'am, to be fure your kdyfiiip Jcnows 
thefe matters a deal better than I ; but, as I iMs 
faying, that creature's voice is quite horrid. — I 
wonderwh ftetsH The fervanb teUs me^fbkne 
lignnarole ftory about her^ that a body can mdce 
aeithb^ head nor tail of. For my part, I have a 
great notion ihe is fome mifbegdtten ^creatuiv $ 
and^ if /^at is the cafe, I think it a great deal df 
impudence to fdt. her iq> for a companioato your 
ladyfhip." 

« So it is, indeed !" faid L^dy ¥\<srz. 

« So, as I Was faying to ybur ladyfliip, frdm all 

that I could pick up attibng the fervaht8^-*»^|idt,2inw 

5 deed, 
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deed, that riikes to difcourfe with futh Idw crea- 
tares, when I can help my&lf ; for, being a cler- 
gyman's grand-daughter, ma'am, and having got 
the bed of good eddication^ your ladyfhip knows 
k is very natural one Qiould have a little pride ia 
them*" 

• <* Undoubtedly (faid Lady Flora) &at h very 
^xculable/* 

'** However, your ladyfliip is very fenfiblc one 
cannot ilop one's ears ; fo, as I was faying, front 
What I have iieard among the family, I find that 
this Rofina is fonie child that Mrs. Fitzo(bome 
picked up fome how or other, and brought over 
here from England with her } and, what is tnoiT) 
I am told Mr. Fitzofborne does not love a bone in 
her (kin, though he is civil to her on hi» lady's 
account.** 

« It is very hard then, (faid Lady Flont}] that 
a creature of that fort fhquld be made hi^pier, 
and more admired dian L" 

«« She more admired than your ladyfhip ! What 
in the world could put fuch a thought into your 
la4y&ip's head! It would be 1!ix2jagt^ indeed, 
to make any comparifon.'' 

La «C 
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** 1 do not know what the general opinion may 
be, (faid Lady Flora,) but I proteft I think Rofiia 

handfome.'* 

** She handfome ! I am very forry to hear your 
ladyChip wrong your ladyfliip's judgment to fuch 
a degree. To be fure, one cannot call her down- 
right ugly i fhe might pafs well enough, if your 
ladyfliip was not prefent ; but (he is. no more to 
your ladyfliip than chalk is to cheefe, fhe is fo vaft- 
Ijr awlqward, — nothing at all of the lady ofla- 
(hion. When one fees her fitting befide your la-* 
dyfhip fomctime?, one would be tempted to take 
her for a nurfery-maid that fome one had dreffecj 
up, and brought into conjpany, fhe has fo little 
of >:he tongj ma'am j and, if every one had their 
deferts, it is very likely fhe would be found in fome 
fuch ftation,. fhe has (o much mawoy zontj jufi 
like a ruftic. Do you know, ma'am, that, when 
you were out riding the other evening, fome gen- 
tlemen, ftbpped the fcrvants to enquire who that 
beautiful young lady was." 

" But perhaps they meant Rofina/* faid Lady 
Flora. ' ' 

« Lord, ma'am, how could you think of fuch 

a thihgf 
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a thing ! Sure the gentJemen had eyes in their 
heads ?-*-Xofiii'a, indeed!" 

<* Well, (fald Lady Flora,) I think I have rea- 
fon to be fatisficd if I am thought as handfoaie 
as Rofina." 

" b dear ina*am ! ftay till your ladyfliip's 
charms come to be better known, and I wari'ant 
you, you won't want lovers enough to pay homage 
to them. Tobe^fure, I (hall have fuch fatisfac-^ 
lion to hear your ladyfliip toaftcd every where for 
a lirft rate beauty 1" 

" Well, I proteft now, (faid Lady Flora, looklrtg 
atherfelfin theglafs,)! cannot think myfelffo very 
beautiful, but certainly what every one fays muft 
be true : yet do you know, Flaherty, there is one 
thing that puzzles me e^^ceedingly, not that I care 
about it, only merely as a matter of curiofity y butf 
fince I am fo exceffively handfothe, I cannot con- 
ceive the reafon that no one has ever yet fallen in 
love with me,** 

" Lord, ma*am ! there is not the leaft rfeafon 

to fupppofe that great numbers of gentlemen have 

not been over head and ears in love with your la- 

L 3 dyfcips 
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dyihtp ; buty eonfideT) ma*am> when the)^ bethink 
themfeives of your ladyftip's beauty aad great ;#<• 
noUgy^ and high breeding, it is nothing amazing) 
ina'aai> chat they fhould refdve to fuiFer and pine 
in filence ; for I do not fuppofe that any one under, 
a duke or marquis would have the impudeiic^ te 
think of your ladyfliip in the way of marriage.'' 

«< Then, at thati:ate» {faulLady Flora>) naeno 
may ever tbiiik of me^ for there are very few 
dukes and marc|uiffibs here^ an4 1 beKeve they are 
alt married ^ready.". 

«< Indeed, (replied Mrs* Flaherty,) it wouU 
be a great deal better if your ladyfhip was in 
France, for there they are very plent:y.'* 

^< Then I am tMHwei to go there as foon as 
tver I fliall be of age, (faid her lady(hip ;} for^ 
to acknowledge the -tnith, I cannot help feeling a 
great inclination to be in love s for I have heard 
fe much about it, that I have a Arong ciuiofity to 
experience what it is !'* 

<< Heaven forbid that your ladyihip fhould vrait 
for your ladjrfhlp's being of age to enjoy that fa-» 
ti^fadion I for, mem, as the poet £tys, it is the 

cordial 



eo»Ual <k&p that heaven has thrown ioto our tea«i 
cup) to make us /walloMr th^ bitter draught Qflik k 
tho* that is not it neither, for it ought to be all in 
diipnef' but thjB fimile of it isfo natUFal^ |i$i'am> 
jtiA as if one vftm . putting a hunp of &igar into 91 
dokot phyfu: tot a. tittle peitifli Ipiah^, menW 

<( Yet| that it v^ naivrit ii^doodlt'^ faid Lwfy 
Flora. 

^^Buts (veTiimed Mrs. Elaberty,) if youfi (ady^ 
ft^ has a mind to faH in love, foe heavei>'a ialeo 
what is thera to preyeAt you from indulging youi 
ladyfliip^s fancy-j^' 



«« Why, I have nobody to fall in love with, 
(i^idiLady Fk>ia :) I cannot go fofall ix^ love with 
people that have m notion Qf m^ whet^j: ^j 
will or no^/^ 

f ^ Bu(t, m^m, wh^a your ladylhip knows, it it 
nothing but their modefty keeps them at a diir 
tance, jt would b^ only generoua and kiodrhe^tod 
in your ladyfliip to give^them a little ^H^Pmagfi^ 
ment/' 

<< But how can I .tell that 7 You fay a hundred 
L 4r men 
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men have been dying for love of me, aitd Ittt 
fure I never faw any figns of it.'* 

*« Tkat IS becaufe your ladyfliip^Thas not yet 
learned the language of the tyety ma'anii how- 
ever, I will keep a; fharp look out) and, when I 
fee a gentleman infplred with a tinder finfation, I 
will not &il to apprize your lady(bip/' , ;. . 

" I fhall be exceedingly obliged to you. In- 
deed, Flaherty, I do not know, v/^; I- ihould 
do only for you. If I am ever fo mej^choly, I 
think ch^ttiiig a little witli you raifes liiy Jpi^ics 
more than any thingin the world.-r-But now liCnuft 
go down, you know there is company below." 

•-'•■■■■ . . T . , . I'^r >. 

^ Buf, mem, I Was thinking to a(k your lady- 
fbipy and it went quite and clean out of my. head, 
what would your ladyfhip have me do with your 
barbe du-pape fattin ? I was thinking to rip it, 
and rbU it up; for you know,tna'am, thatytIi9Ugh 
your ladylhip wore it 'but once or (twice,, if will 
ht quile an old fafhioned dab by the time you are 
out of mourning." 

« So it will, indeed; pray take it^ and make 
ijrfut.Tiife you tbiiik proper of it." 
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* *< O dear mem ! I am furc it was not for that I 
Ipoke ; but your lady fliip is {omunny-^centivlvi^Y^ 
heaping fevour upon favour.'* 

Thus did the interefted artifice of this fyco* 
phant pradife on the unfufpicious credulity of this 
anhappy girf ; and thus, to prevent a diminution 
of her own influenc^^ did (be artfully contrive ta 
binder her from fonning any valuable connexion^ 
by malicioufly afperfing every charafier whofe ex- 
ample might enlighten her mind, or whofe bene* 
voleflce might inftruft it.'* 

Lady Flora, in compliance with her wiflies, 
was foon removed to town, and put to board with 
a lady, the widow of an o^cer, who had been a 
diftant relation of her mother. But, as the c-a- 
price of her ladyfbip's temper rendered her as in- 
tolerably burdenfome to others as (be was to ber- 
feif, the good woman was foon obliged to give her 
notice to provide herfelf with another refideace i 
and, as none of her Qvvn relations chofe to be 
troubled with fuch an inmate, Mr. Fitzofbcrne 
perfuaded 'her to fix her head -quarters at a genteel 
boarding-fchool, where he often vifited her, and» 
by a complying foftnefs of manners, and a certaia 
ftrain of complimentary eloquence, which he 
L 5 knew 



i 



9i$^ &OSINA« 

knar fedc&\j well how to . adapt to the occa- 
fioo, he acquired fb confiderable an afeendaot 
over her mind> that he had the honour of bebg 
ranked in her eftimatioa but one degree tower 
than Mrs. Flaherty. 

Nothing but the dread of being circumvented 
by Mrs.. Fitzofborna prevented him from recal* 
ling his fun, who had been now near five years 
abfenty and who repeatedly entreated permiffion 
to return j^ but^ prejudiced as he was againft Ro-. 
iinay he could not avoid being eonictous of her 
very great fuperiority to Lady Flora, and- feel- 
ing much apprehenfion that (he might prove a 
formidable obAacle to the defign he meditated $ 
but, when he began aknoft to defpair of finding 
*any pretext or opportunity of being rid of h^f, 
his hopes were revLved by fome circumftancesv 
which occurred nearly atthis period* 



chap: 
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CHAR XXVIIL' 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED^ 

A MAN OF LAW. ^ 



For inarnage is a matter cf more worths 
Th^n to be de^lt witli by attorneyihip, 

8HAJCESPEARE. 

AMONGST ihe gentlemen who frequently 
Vifite4 Mr- Fit?:ofljprne, tberp was one 
wbefe cluraSer bore # AaiBp very different from 
thatf^ihegesieraUtfofbis afibcmtes. This pcj^fooy 
^whofe niMiie was Nettleliy> had been bred i' to .the 
profeffioa of f^ ]'aw» and for upwards of forty 
yeacs hftd pratSUfed it with the ri^puta^ipn of gri»t 
judgment and ability^ His beingf Mr# Fitji^ 
QQ>orne's xonfidential lawyer, had given rife ta « 
confid^able depee pf. intimacy bftween thefiiy. 
andtfaeifviuixMica] peculiarity c^ bis fhara^ier J^en-^ 
L & deredi 
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dercd him a welcome vifitor to that gentleman, and 
the gay companions who ufually frequented his 
koufe. Counrellor Nettleby, for many cogent 
reafons, had lived unmarried ; and, though he had 
acquired a veiy conflderabie fortunes in the courfe 
of his praAice, he felt little inclination to leflen 
it by an adoption of the luxurious .modes of living 
fi> prevalent amongft the prefcnt fafLfonable gene- 
ration,, to whom, with all their cuftoms and 
prad^ices, he was the avowed enemy^ Neither 
was he more difpofcd' to dlminilh: his property by 
applying any pontion of it to the purpofes of be- 
. Bevolence, than to v/afte it in riotous living. That 
charity begins at home was his favourite maxim, 
which he generally fupported by another, viz» 
that felf-prefervatioaJs the firfl law of nature. 

** The fliture (tie was often heard' to obferve}^ 
18 always uncertain ; no man Ganforefee what may, 
occur to him in thi^ world- o( change and vicl£- 
tudev it4S^therefote anrimpardonable impcudencer 
in any perfoi> to deprive bimfelf of »har money; 
which he may hereafter eventually^ iland in need . 
c&. How many fluices^ of unexpededf diftrefs- may- 
lie opened* on a man,, what. torrents of unfbrefeea^ 
«alaffMty*may fweep away hil propei;ty td total ds- 
fltudlloivl'' He. was. ofteoJiear^ to fay," Lay. out 

your 
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your nkmey on landed property, or lend It out on 
landed fecurity, it is UU a lottxtf ^ the value of 
hnds^ may faU> tenants may run away in your 
debt; nay, even the earth has been Icnawuv to de- 
fert^c^ ^^ wereyi/ts own fh^on, . andy by fome 
firange convulfion of nature^ toti^vd from its 
allotted place> and Spread itfelf over the grounds of 
atioth^r man y as in the rioted irruptioh'^f SoIway- 
Mofs, and many other inftincesof the like nature; 
It is true, the law may Ue open to a man j but^ 
in a cafe of fiidr anr intricaite nature, without a 
light to fteer by, a fmgle pVecedenir in point to 
dlreft our proceedings, there rs Ktrie probability 
that the fult would ever be determined. The fame 
argument may be urged againft laying out your 
money on even the moft fubftantial mortgages j 
for, iiT fiich a cafe, even ths befl: fecured cufto- 
dium would not 2(vailthe value of a rap haTfpenny^ 
. There ntight He the land to be fure. But how the 
devil to comeat it wouhd be the queftion T • With 
the eftate of another man plaftered on the top of 
it, it might, to all intents and purpofesy as well 
be funk in the ocean. It realty makes me (h udder 
to think of it r — Put your money in a bank^ 
how frequently do banks ftop payment ! befides> 
it^is an unprofitable mariner of dlfpofing of it. In 
fine,, turn which way you will, you encounter the 
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iMft ularmiag ha^ardsy wi what I wokU mkr 
from ^f<i pr^mifeft is, cluat t wifi^ ob^o wiUal^ 
wajps keep bimfelf pr^ared agtioft the wcirftihat 
can bcafidl Urn. It it true, charity ia a virtue aV 
folmsely incumbent on I every gcK>4 Cbriftiafi> bur 
charity .begins at borne.' - r 

*< But, CpwfellQrt (£m4 Mi?s, Fit^(&iwi|f r i^ 
happened to bp car-^witqcis of tbis ^ot;ai^k h^ 
rangue,) though charity is to begin at hov^y i$ it 
to end ^ere I h no caU of humanity to kivitr 
this lovely virtue tp pctend her infli^enqe beyoii4 
the dotwftic thri^lhold ?'* 

«^ There is a time for all things,., (replied thf 
old gentleman;) a tiine for givir^, and a tjoie fof 
keepings I knpw what. I pwe to my fdlpw^prea* 
tures, and alfo to the falvotion of ix\y own ibul, 
as well a§ any man breathings Charity, as I ha.vp^ 
already faid> is a virtue ipeii]bnUal}y requifite^ that> 
as matters are at preftnt managed, by tha legiila-» 
ture, fpciety could not es^ift withcmtit, and it ia 
therefore my firm intention andpurppfe, God wiU 
ling, to leave and bequeath fuch fums^ to charita*" 
ble ufes, at my deceafe, as may fulfy yif^ic^ 
my memory, frpm any afperiloa in.re4>e£t tp want 
pf cpmpaffion and bardnefs pf heart, virhirfi my 

enemies^ 
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enemies, iii liieir mdice pr^penfey may kave beem 
fo wicked as to ca{l on it. Now I could aik ]kui^ 
is not the money of a dead man every iidii( as good 
as that of a living one ? Nay, to thok who are 
to be'the partakers of my bounty, it ought to afw 
ford a comfortable reflexion, ^at dieir benefador 
is not in a capacity of being injured himfelf 1^. 
his benevolence towards them : fuch, at Icaft, are 
my ideas on the fubje6l,** and on every odier they? 
were of the fame ftamp. 

Mrs^ Fitzofborne bad carefully prcferved all the 
papers relative to that iU-fiited }aw-futt, the only 
kdieritance which devolved to Roftna from her 
fore-fathers ; and, as fbe had never loft fight of 
the recovery of tihis fortune, it now occurred to* 
her to lay die papers before Nettleby, for i^ofe 
opinicms, in his profeffional line,, (he entertained 
all imaginable deterence, lightly as in other inftan*- 
ces file might have been incUaed to efteem them^ 
He, promifed her to examine them at his leifure, 
and took them with him to bis own houie.^ Short* 
ly after this tranfadion, Mrs. Fitzofborne was 
ieized with, a te£ous and lingering complaint^ 
which confined her principally to her apartment, 
where JLofina was conftantly her nurfe and compa- 
nion*. About two months after ifae had. put the 

paper^. 
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papers injtio Mr. Ne^tleby'^ hands, he camie tfy 
Bdle-vudy Mr; Fitzofborne's favourite countrjr 
refidence, ia die intention of fpending a month 
AcTCy which he ufually did in the fununer-feafon. 
On his arrival^ Mrs« Fitzo(borne naturally enqai* 
red his opinion in refpe£): to RoTina's claim^ but he^ 
gave her okilyjuch evafive anfsvers as were c^cu* 
kted to perfuade her that he had not yet examined 
the papers with attention fufficient to enable, him 
to decide. 

As the eftablilbcnent of Rbiina's rights was 3 
matter of little imt)ortance to Mr. Fitzoibornc-^^ 
He neveraikeda fingle queftion relative ta the af* 
fair, though he was no ftranger to the confulta* 
tions between his old friend and his lady ; how- 
ever, as it now occurred to him that he might de- 
rive an advantage from her having referred die 
matter.to the judgment of Mr. Ncttleby,. and, be* 
ing-no lefs eager to feize any opportunity favour- 
able to the completion of his own plans than pe- 
netrating to difcover it, he determined to fpealc to 
him on the fubjed, and the fame evening,; when 
they were alone together^ after fupper,, 

** I have been thinking (faid he) of fpeaking 
ta you about this abfurd fancy that Mrs. Fitz- 

oflborne 
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oftorne- has got into her. hcai, in relation to that 
Confounded Uwfuk tHit^hai atecady i)eggarti<Etbat 
glrl*s family 5 and of emteating, that, 'even thoiigh' 
yoU' fhould difce^n (bmd faint^gKmmei^ingb ofj^dif^ 
tant fucccis, ydu will not give her ahy ericourage^ 
ment td perfe^erb in the ridicukms dofign (he ha» 
formed of renewing this chimerical claim.^' 

■ - ■ '. ' ' •: . ' = -V '' ''"'' '^ 

«« I do not know (returned Mr. Nettleby) what 
you may tei^iti chimerical claim^j ahd faint ^Hm- 
nrie'rfngs of diftant fuccdi< but I think I never yet 
to6k a catife in hand that gave fi> certain a- ]»ro« 
mife of a fpeedy and fortunate ifl«e.' You do iKit 
feetii td ftei acquai iited ^ith' 'thfc mcrhs of the cafe. 
The teftatop, yoa (bCj Hezikiah Mortimer, o^ 
JVl^rtltner-hall,^ in Yofklhtfe, had maleiCae two 
fons, Robert and Henry," 



^* But what the devil ard his fdns to> pfie! (in^ 
terrupffed Fitzotborne ;) whether the cftate is loft 
or gained,: what afti I't6 be advantaged by it ! — 
Why then (hotild I hazard an eventual' ' lofs in em- 
bai-kiifg in an affair, from which no benefit can 
poffibly accrue to me V* 

/ « That is anotheii matter (&id Mr. :NettUby ;) 
and yet it is my firm belief and opinion,, th^ mo* 

thing 
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thing but a litde pains and money is r«quUke Uh 
sctnffaiter this chUdin th/e full poff^ifliQn of all thp^ 
Unisy t«ocincmi» and hpredita^wntSs unjuftly. 
wrefted by fraud from ber grmifMhtr^ ^xui; npWr 
widihddfromhieffelf for want of oscejO^ ^xier-, 
lions (.for th0 caft^iA ipr ^ii^t^)^ ih^Nt th^tbiag 
fpeaks for. i(fd& U i^trtiH ih& img|u be adnvitt^ 
to fue inftrma paupiris^ but then — — «'' 

** I entr«t^ mjr good friewJ* («agf rly ip^r-v 
xupted FitzoflKwn^J |hal# if Mra. Fit;&p£bQrQCi 
fltoiild coofuk you 00 this fubjei^i you will oott 
i^>Qsk to teer in ihi^ enci^iir^ing flrain* The rc^y 
cay.qiy of tbi$ ^ftate has been J^r fovouptei bpl^n 
Vy-hoffc ever fince I wag fo unf<wctunate a$ Ao fuf^^ 
hf this girl to enter, aiy doors. I^aw is> at tb^ 
beft, a di(agreeable expedient^ and it is quite e*i 
nough to be obliged to have recourfe to it when 
our own property is. at ftske: iMt vatunts^ijy to 
Clin our h^ds k^ th^ npQfe^ to take up thob^ 
dangcroui we9pQns9 which fo frequcmiy reqoil osk 
bint who wLstds then»» ia defenic^ of a be^gari 
you will allow ttt he Ktde better than abfolii^ in(«<9 
nity." 

^ The diild has then no patrimony V' ikii Mr. 
Nctddty^. 

« None, 
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Non£| cur nextto.none^ Soin.e (fri^e i^igbtbave 
devolved to her oo^thie deatb of h«r parents^ b^t 
Mrs* Fitzofbome has atolk b^judlLci&uJl^ expended 
it in giviog her an education hot li£tk iiutable ta 
her forlorn cireumllances* Had fhe taken m^ ad« 
vice, and bound the girl apprentice to. a miUIpef 
or i^uniua-malur,. ihf . ivould have. a£l;ed a. nuiicif 
morp confcimUoufi pactby^bec tbanihe^hai done^ff 

^ And yet (returned Mr. Nettleby)> it i».bac4 
too that fo good a property fbould be loft to its 
lawful proprietor. There are- many brethrea* of 
the la^ who would willingly et^age in tbi^ t^viir 
nefs, in confideration of an adequate compen&tioiqi 
being fecured to them, on condition of the re- 
covery of the eftatei but nothing of this khid can 
be done,, becaufe the pkinxiff is a i^nor, and^ of 
confequence, can enter into no agreepaent wbichf 
in the fight of the lawy will be valid*" ^^ 

<< My good fkiend^ (iaid Mr. Fit^^iAKqrne^); Jet 
the nafttter reft as k is. lUfina is uisafi nioct^e^^ 
twa or three years hencei perhapa, ibmethfSJg wq 
be done for her in this way ; m^n timet you cas^ 
not be fitqirifed that I fhould be siveirfe ta ftaking 
any of my property tun the doubtful ii&e of a Uwt 
fuit" 

« Certainly 
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^ Certainly hot 5 urJcfs you could hope to dcj* 
rive fome equivaleht advantage from it. Such im- 
prudertce woufd be utterly incohfiftent with the 
propriety with which I have always obferved you 
to conduft your money-matters. But I have for 
fome time paft been revolving a plan, which may 
reconcile every thing, and be equally agreeaUe 
to kll parties. To tdl'you the truth, I thwA it 
would be no bad fcheme for me to marry the plain* 
tiffmyfclf;" ^: ' 

« What I who i — Rofinh ? (exclaimed Mr. 
Fitiofborne, in aftorii(hme!iit,) you marry Ro« 
6mV' • - ■ . . . i.^ -■ •-■ 

** Yes, I marry RoCna. What is there fo very 
aftonifhing in the fuppofition, to fet you ftaring 
your ^yes open as wide as faucers i Do not men 
much' older than I frequently niariy ?" 



« Undoubtedly, (faid Mr. Fitzofborne, inftaht- 
ly recovering his prefcnce of mind,) moft un- 
doubtedly: yet 1 was a little fiu-prifed, as I never 
fufpeSed you of entertaining any matrimonial in- 
^ntions, though I' sdlaw them to be perfec^y ra- 
tional) and highly refpedable/' 

,'. «Why 
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*^ Why, to. acknowledge the truth^ (replied 
Mr. Nettleby,) I always confidered matrimony as 
a reafonable and politic inftitution, and a fpirit of 
patriotifm might long ilnce have led me to cm-, 
brace it, were it not that, making reflexion on 
the divers chances and cafuaUies to whiph ;We 
are fubjeft in this mortal life, I could not avoid 
perceiving that the Angle Aate is, in genera^ much 
lefs liable to vexations, crofles, and dangers, thm 
the wedded one, and felf-4prefervation is th^ foft 
law of nature. Howeypr, novi^ that I an^i fixty- 
feven, and beginning, as I may. fay, to yjer|;|e a 
little towards ihe decUne of life, I conceit I ftp^ul^ 
feel i.t more comfortable to Ijave ^ femijy of (my 
own about me, than a parcel of rafcally ,whipper-» 
Ihappers], tt^at gripe and gra^ at every thing that 
comes in ; their way^ Jnftfead of paying ^n ; old 
harridan of a houfekeep^r for filching every thing 
£he can lay her bands on, it would be muchmor^e 
decent and jeligible . to h^ve a wife of my own to 
go about my houfe, lock up, apd give out, and 
yrh9fe4ntereft, as wpU ,as,duty, it WQuld|betp fcy^ 
that there was no wafte made.,. Thep, anpth^r 
thing that provokes and torm^ts me is. the ,cof^- 
du<^ of my two nephews, for, whom^ as yoiji kiipwt 
I always intended the .bulk, qC fny fortune•^ Thei*^ 
b Harry Hume, come over ff qm the Tepiplc; the 

other 
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mher Hayi 'iii3, ' itfter feaving ieen thwe three 
years, pretcnafng to*ftacly*c law, 1 folcmnly de- 
^fere to you lie knows no more of the matter than 
fnyflogPonto." 

« limaginefl hmi to beapromJfingyouo^man,'* 
feidTitzoftornt. ^ 

•« And ^what is ftill more provoking, (continued 
hit. Ncttltby,) his conceit keeps pace with his 
igrtotaricr, and his -folly and extravagance outftrip 
fhem .^th. I met him the other day in the ftreet, 
Aivlog^ Jehu like, in a phxton at kaft thirty feet 
hrgh, and two fervants, pelting after him like wild- 
fii^e, on ^ pair of fine hunters. He fplaihed me 
^11 over, 'from head to foot, with mud } <)y great 
good hick I had j oft puUed tiff 'my i>efl gown at 
Ate i>a)rber^s &op, where I Jrefs to go into comt; 
^a fellow, whofe father left him not a doit but 
tfn-ee tundred a7ear,-and who beats the flags of 
(he four courts a week together without feeing the' 
colour df a guinea ! — no wonder. Can fuch 
beardlrfs mufhroomis expeft pcojrfe will dirow 
away theirmoney, Trtrilft diere are fomany of the 
rfd piHars of the law flffl Temaining at the bar ?— 
When they liave occsfion to open dseir moudis in 
eourt, which is^buttoo often thectfe, it would pro- 
^ vokc 



vbkeafalflt ti^1>eobligsd to IHIen to their felf**fii&- 
fuaent picite*. Inftexd of Slewing dieir learntng and 
^u<^inent by qtsoting precedents) giving a due ex* 
plahadonto ^ fta^tes^ and ^charing up abftrufc 
-points : of htw Vrhh' a Lgtavity and dig^t^y fiiitable 
to the ittipoytsmce of their fubje£U, diey go on 
like 'merry i^ndrews, gUring at one another, in a 
fert trf'^oantj^rgdntheyliaye ihvjented for the pur^ 
pofe, itxterhrdediwith sdhdions to, and qoottftions 
from the writings of filly and profane atfdioriaii 
which fully evidence what fort of ftudies have en- 
gaged th^. ^ttefttioa. Tlie% to fee vthe frightful 
tsoSftorfions'Wrth which they fct ^fF their oratory I 
^ fawing thte ^(f,'* asHAmtet f»ys, ibakii^timr 
heads and their three tails, and -grinning all the^ 
time, like fo many baboons, at their own folly ; 
^acihg ^I'tke-meirit^alaMty^ inbeing.iBId to 
(msele his -stutdgoYrift wMi tkicane, s^nd confound 
them Wkh itnpuddnce ; in both which points they 
are genially fa£ciently TuccefsfuL Then, bi 
rtfp^ to thi^ir ihoisal •charafisr, they are .become 
a bye-^woidaiMng die heathen, for their inlmo* 
ftttity, pit>fijgacy, and^proianeneft. Withatl their 
pretQicds to f«ip6rior 4cnOwledge and refinement^ 
tsey ^avemoi^e favagethan lieafts 4f prey, wodc- 
ing themfeWes up into freilzy, and cut^g ^»sh 
mfcer'$ throsks M ev^y trivia '^itivoclatioiw Inmy 

days 
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^ys it was> accounted no difgraoe for a lawyer to 
jgo to churchy and fay his prayers^ but now they 
feem to condder themfelves as an excommunicated 
tribe, and never once diink. of entering. the door 
of a church, unlefs allured to it by fome popular 
preacher, to whonl they liften from the fame mo- 
tive that they do to a.prd&ne ftage^player, either 
from a rage for amufemenft, or tn the hope ofcatch- 
iiig fome ! new oratorical grace, or theatrical i)ou- 
jrifli," ^ ' ■ i' ./ -• ;i// - .- ■ 

': "Your' obfervations Have but too mt«A juftice^ 
(faid Fitzdfborhe, availing himfelf of the old gerir 
tleman's having paufed aninftant to take breath,) 
but iarefpeft — 'f ' 

' ^ « Heaj: nut . out, I eatfeat you, (faid, the: , old 
Igentleman:): though I. m^y Jiaye digrjefl^d ajittlc 
{rom my.fubjea, I have not IqA: .fight of it. Is 
it not a moft grievous and afflicting c6nfideration, 
I would .aflc you, that the w^bhii have acjcumu- 
latcd. sby . many an.anxioUs antd fatiguing year of 
labduBoUs. induftry will moft probably be fquan* 
dercd oh th^ vjces and d^btauchQries of a couple of 
young reprobates, whp, inftead of entertaining any 
l*efp.efltorgfat;itude for my menwry, will only re- 
joice aod make merry; q\cx |i?y, grave .? Frond, th* 
' moment 
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moment dve young' dog da(bed me all over with 
patter, as 1 wa$ telling you, I detemwned he 
ihould bite of the bridle; and, caftrng about m 
rtiy ramd hoMT to punJfli hrnr, it fttddcniy cahiern- 
to my heatf that my beftrpJan wbaH be to marrjr 
and get heirs for myfdfi and thus efFe<^aBy dif- 
appoint the intercfted vievrs rf3)0t&the young pra* 
thgals,'' 

^ But, my dear Sir, "(fs^d Mr. Fftzo/bome, 
Wha began to entertain a hope of ttirntBg MK 
Ncttleby's difaffeflron to his nephews ta hfs owti* 
advantage,) but, my dear Sir, whether you marry 
or not, are you not abfolute mafter of your ownt 
prppcrty-f and, if your nephews treat you with. 
Hhefytdt^ and that you ha\'^e reafon to be dii&tii-- 
iied with their moral condudl, might you not con-*^ 
trive to punifti their worthlefffnefe and ingratitude, 
by leaving yoiw fortune to ft>me friend more wor- 
thy your eftcem, and under whofe direfi^ion you 
might hope it would turn to better advantage ?'* 

« Why, Jf migHt fo; but^ after all, wfeit right 
can any ftra«ger have ta profit by the gleanings of 
my indui^ i Is it net much more reafonable for 
a man to wi(h to leave his pofTeilions to the na*- 
tural heirs of his own body? Befides, as I was 

Voju L • M faying, 
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faying, if I fhould marry this girl, who, being 
in a dependent fituation, will naturally jump at the 
propofition, I ihall have no doubt of being able 
to recover the fortune illegally withheld from herj 
and, as ihe is young, and will owe me fo great 
an obligation for uking her without a portion,.! 
fhall expe<a to find hpr docile, tradable, and fub- 
fervient to my commands, unlike thofe fclf-opi- 
nionat^d flirts, who are trained up from the cradle 
in a high idea pf their own confequence and for- 
tune, and imagine they are not to be contradicted 
in any thing. Now, my worthy friend, as this 
girl hasrefidcd fo long under your roof, I rely on 
your candour to inform me, whether you think 
ihe has any faults in her difpofition inimical to the 
quiet and comfortable life I propofe to myfdf to 
lead." 

Fitzolborne hefitated for an inftant. Perceiving 
at one glance that the hope he had fuddenly built 
on Mr. Nettleby's refentment and, djiflike tohis 
nephews had no real foundation, and as inftanta* 
ncoufly difcerning all the advantages of being riJ 
of Rofma in fo refpeft^ble a manner, he deter- 
mined not to lofe the fubftance by grafping at the 
(hadow. 

« Y6u 
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^« You hefitate, (faid Mr. Ncttleby ;} pray fpeak . 
with the opennefs of a friend -, you know the mat* 
ter is of moment.." 

«< Why, I muft acknowledge, . (faid Pitz- 
cfborne)) that, though Roiina poiTeffes infinite 
fweetnefs and docility of temper, I fear £he is net 
the woman on whom you would wifh tp fix your 
choke. She has certainly received a very gen- 
teel education, but, as Mrs. Fitzofborne's incli- 
nation does not lead her very much into what is 
called faftiionable fociety, I fear you will think 
that Rofina has not fufficiently acquired the man- 
ners of the polite worldt" 

« So much the better, fo niuch die better ! That 
h the very thing I could wifli. The manners of 
the polite world, i deteft and abominate them !", 
'. • ' '■ > ■ 

«* But, as you hsivt- a very handfome fortune, 
(refumcd Mr. Fitsabftorne,) you woul^ naturally 
wi(&r to t6nt\t£k yourfelf with a woma^ who would 
know hbw' to fpend it for you with fpirit." 

« Spend 4ny money for me with jfpjrit ! what 

the devHl furely you are in jeft* If 1' have a 

mind to have my money fpent for me with fpirit. 

Ma as 



as you earprefs it^ I have nothing tado but to leave 
it to in}r e9Uxzv»gf^r\t feape>*grace9 f>fr nepliews » 
but that is the very point I am deteumined to avoid. 
To fpend my money for me with fpirit ! — that is, in 
plain Eiiglilb, to tavifit it for nsie t« every fp^iessof 
QXtravaganceanddii&pationjtQ keep open hoafes for 
the accommodation^. dE everjf^ impudent, co^^oo^ 
«ad conceited ftirjting coquet in town,, to hauofi 
profane arfTemblies and focieties o£ ganeibleifs, to 
flirt wiithous diftin&lon.with^.ev^e^y proB^a^rake 
that comes in her wz^^ to. plant boras on my. hieai 
and thorns m mji heart, to being confu/ipn fio mjf 
houSidd, difgrace to mjf nacne^. and 4eftrfU^idato 
my property ! This is^ to. fperri my mom^y foe 

. me with^pirit : my heart finks within me at the 
piroQ>e<9r» la dm iDcrft pmdent ithoice. a. *maA may 
find hioofdif niAaken : wonon are naoreflippery 
thaaeeb, moce deceitful than fyitena* Aftei? all^ I 
believe it will be my fafeft courfe to keep myfelf 
ibiglev Better for me tor let. my eiSe^b go to the 
devil as th| law dif eft|> fey deyglvitig fpj n^y gpod* 
lop-n^thing profligates of nephews: m. that: csafci 
at leaft, 1. ihould efcape the^ bocfor of bei^ a 

. living witnefs of their ruin andjdevaflation ', and I 
firmly bope, that, after its departure from this 
mortal; life,, the fi^fuLbecooies infe<^l^ to the &l« 
of evjerjc thing it loved wh^. on earfl^* Were it 

otherwife, 
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•otiierwffe, heaven itfeJf wouM ke a fcrtie 'df ton- 
-rnent, inftead «f Ae 'feaft of Aipreme felicity.*' 

•* It is MdoobteSy a moft vexatit>u« peflexioii, 
fftid Mr. FitzoftwrnejO that all ^bc ftvifigs of ycnar 
»f»aiiftry tnay be 3iffipated4n a year or two, and 
laviflied an thefe ^mbtj viocfc lamd extrarvagafRcee 
yoH moft defpife and abhor.'* 

^ Ttait is J*^ vef7 ihmt I would ftan, {iaifl 
At 4Ad •gendsmftn, tkumping the ^^le -with :Ml^ 
^dfenctiod €Hy) udmt islbe verytfainfg I ^wotfMAnnQ 
fittty fm^end^eovouring fo ftecr-ckar of Scylle, ntiay 
f iioc4ptk upcm Oharybdis ?^ 

*^ in an 'Bttiote wilh ll(^a,'(petarned Mn FJte- 
4irfbbiif^) I ^fli^uld 4n^ne your peace mn veiy 
little &6i ^Aipmtdk. I <was rariier appreitesifijt^ 
«hat ilie vety peculiar plaiimeft 4md fimfdicity itf 
jier Jka^ might be uiduitafalle to idle wife <rf a niflai 
fif "yoat fortwac/* 

. ^Oh ! ii0t at dl^ quiiie idierevtrfe, X afiuM 

^*The firi is really a wonderful economift^ 

X^daed FitAolbariie,) andtastreen^f igreat fer^ 

M 3 vice 
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vice in my femily, in ovcrfceing the fcrvaiits, Jwd 
watching that they fulfil the duties of their refpec- 
tive Nations with adequate pun£tuality i the moil 
trifling matter cannot be tranfadled in the heuf- 
hold without our being apprized of it by her 
means ; for, though fhe appears to be To gay and 
heedlefs, £he is more vigilant than Argus/' 

<< That is what I (hould like of all things in the 
world) (f(iid:the old gentleman, rubbilig his. bands 
together,) that is the quality, which, of all others, 
I fiiould admire the moft in a wife ; fof fervants 
are the\ bane of civilized fociety, and I am often 
tempted to envy the barb&^rous tribes, who, having 
no wants but thofe of unperverted nature^ are in 
a cajpaclty to miniftiir to their own neceffide&r — 
What a blind perverfenefs is it ia mankind thus 
voluntarily to multiply their own vexations! I 
remember iht time when^ if a friend invited me 
to dinner, a butler and a footman were thought 
fufficient to attend a large conipany; butnow^ 
forfooth, we muil - have a powdered frenchified 
mpnkey ft0i>dii^ at the : hjatlk of every chair ; 
and another marvellous inconvenience that refults 
from this fpecies of luxurious extravagance is, 
that fervants, now a days, have frequently lb moch 
more the ait, of gentlemen than: their mafters^. thi^t 
: my 
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my eyes, not being over good, I cannot always 
diftingui(h between them i and ibme times, When ' 
I catch- myfelf bowing and fcraping to the black- * 
guards, with as much refpeft as if they were the 
firft noblemen in the land, I am ready to eat my 
nails with vexation. However, as they arc be- 
.come neceilary evils, and that we cannot do with- 
out them, I could not have a greater happinefs 
vHan to have a wife that would keep a ftrid eye 
'over their- tricks, and prevent my property from 
' becoQiing the prey of thefe dom«ftic locufts. Be- 
' fides, as this ieems to bie a hale well conditioned 
•girl, and promifes to produce a healthy and hope- 
M progeny, I think I have as good a chance with 
'heras^^A any other, fd Fbeg you will be fo kind 
*as to fettle the matter as foon^s you can, and let 
the bufinefs be concluded out of hand ; for I have 
at this mfoment in my hoiiie the moft worthlefs fet 
of vermin that ever Yapped the foundation of a 
jnan's property, and never will I reft in peace un- 
'til I ferret every one of them out of it,— —^ 
But do not drop the flighteft hint of my intention; 
for, as foon as I am married, I intend to burft on 
them like a claprof thunder, and turn them every 
one out of doors without a moment's warning, 
and, if they were to get the leaft item of my plan 
beforehand, they would take care not to go away 
M 4 empty 
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«mpcy hftfi^; but I tin cunmng enough far tthem* 
^ now good night. I mud ri^ bettme^ indie 
jDorhin^ to write letter $• IMieveitwiU feeE%kt 
40 fend inftpudioiis to NorriS'^ in regard jto that 
^^lamnod long bijl <filed agaiad: you b^ Ot^Mnell. It 
M time to think of px^p^ting an suifwcr to it» ani 
;tbere will be no imrt m d^tmngKtm to entor 
^wdgment on the bond due , ^o yon b j Vernon. 1 
^ieve he raay be a iafe man e^iough, but a wife 
«ia]i will be prepared tigiMnft the wovft. 1 bdieve 
it will be .time cam>v%h co ftir in that iiiit of i^Mtf 
verfus Lefley; our opponents ifaauot ttoye far an 
inJuaAion till MichaelixMS ^erm, attd tb^^ I 
thiokf we^b^Ubc able to'diflblveit for theq% aaji 
iben let John ThruftoKitdo hi^ bulinqft.-«— ButdieHB 
is one ihiiag more I ha4 to (ay to you ; 4t|y oaolkiitg 
about the iaw^fu^t tfif ^r^. F4t^Q(bonQ«^ at this 
child* My bek)g b xxftdti -of iuctiqft «Mght hfi 
apt to put Y^a^'f s into their ^hea4U ; befideS) i 
would have it ^pear -to the ^aintH^ ^at naf, 
^marrjunf h^ris ^ matter of pure genesoiitg^i aiid> 
yon know, ihe Wrillbe ^pt to j^Mfiortion her gi%^ 
4tude to the ^extent of the iuppofed ob^gastion " 



Mr^ Pitzolborne readily pr^uiifed to ke^p his 
counfel, and they feparaitedior the night. 

chaK 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED, 



I bate when Vice can bok her *rgmnciiu. 
And Virtue has no toi:\gue to check her pride. 

MILT 09. . 

m yriL Fitxoibome &w Wkt hdf of diis affair 
XVJL fettled to his fatisfadion; bat the mofl 
difficult part of it ftill remained to be adjuftedy--* 
that of perfuading Rofina into a compliance with 
Mr. Netdeby's propo&l. He was fcnfible that 
Mrs. Fitzofbome's illneTs and confinement were 
^aimftaaoes ^rea^ in bils favour ^ atrd determi- 
ned to begin his operations without fois of time; 
and the following evenix^> finding Rofina alone 
in the drawing-room, he acquainted her with the 
propt>fkl he had received the night before. The 
idea of fiich an application^ from fuch ^ lover as 
M5 
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Mr. Nettleby, ftruck Rodna's lively tmaginatloR 
ib forcibly, that (he burft into an immoderate fit 
of laughter. Mr* .¥itmoitbom» gravely repri- 
manded her for her levity^ and told her that Mr. 
Nettleby's propofal appeared to him to merit ie- 
rious confideratlon.. 

** Serious confideratlon I (^repeated. Rofina ;) 
fuch a propofal^ and from fuch a many to merit 
ferious confideration ! You appear. Sir, to have 
forgotten his age, his perfbn^ and his manners.." 

** And you, Rofina, appear to have forgotten, 
your dependent fituation.** 

At this cruel li^proftckthe: ready tears burA' from 
Rofina's eyes*. 

. " I know fiiH' weff the vtfibnary icheme which 
Mrs. Fit5W>fl)0Bne has ptojjed^ed, (continued he,J 
and with which. I (uppofe (he has inflamed youir 
ambition ; but £ now tell yqui ;that i^ never can, 
nor never flialL be realized J' 

Roljna* imagining that he alluded to the reco- 
very of ner . fortune^ continued fileiit^ and he 
thus prQcee^cd.. 

«Caa 
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^ Can any reafonaUe perfon fuppofe that 1 (hall 
fiiffer my fon, whofeibirtb and expedlations en-> 
title him to afpire to the moft noble alliance ;— 
can any r«afonaWe perfbn fuppofe I (hall confent 
to his unron with ia girl divefted of every ad* 
vantage which (hould render ftich a connexion 
eligible in the eyes of a father ; a girl, who has^ 
been bred up a dependent, and maintained through 
charity in my family*'* 

« Your fon ? (exclaimed Rofina, who, till this 
moment was utterly igiK)rant that Mrs. Fitz- 
o(borne had eVcr meditated fuch an union,) your 
(on ! — Good heaven I** 

*« Yes, my fon. I am not ignorant of the plots 
that have been farmed between yow,. for the ruin 
of my peace, and the deftrci(Stion of my faireft 
hopes 5 but, infignrficant as I may be reprcfented, 
I am ftill poffeflTed of weapons to ward off the 
meditated blow, and I folemnly declare to you, 
that, whether I lr\'c of die, this deteftable alliance 
never (hall take place/* 

« What aHiance? (cried Rofina;) explafn 
yourfelf. Merciful heaven !' what plots have beei> 
formed, what blow 15^ meditated ?**" 

Al 6 «* Thia 
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<VThts pretended ignomncB is xtdicoloas, (re-- 
ptied Fitzolbome, who^ artful and hypocrittoi 
hiotfelfa really Aifpedted Rofisa of endeavtouiing 
to deceive him:} as good an aiSrefsas youarey 
ftm cannot perfoade me that Mrs. Fitsofboritt.has 
never confided to you her ab£itrd and prepofleroBa 
deAga of marrying you to my ion." 

<^ Marrying me to your fon [ j(exclaimed Rofi*^ 
nzy) I fwear by every thing moft dear to me> that 
this is the firft inctmstion I ever received of fuck 
a defign^ if Mrs. Fitzoihorne really harbours Lt,-—^ 
a defign of which the idea> far from flattering my 
ambition, fills me with anxiety and horror ; for» 
I confefs it, I wi(h not to form any ftrifter alii* 
ance with the family of a p^ibn who — >'* She 
flopped abruptly.. 

** Whether you ^ak truth or not» (replied 
f its^ofborne,^ of which. I cannot avoid entertain** 
ing fome doubs, if you are not totally ddicient in 
common underftanding, you will not encouragq: 
yourfelf in a widx which can never be accomplilk« 
ed ; my fon nlight poffibly have difcovered to- 
wards JQU fome Jittb boyiflx partiality^ but fouc 
or five years, at bis time of life, ojakc a wide dif- 
ference in a maa's fentiments« Can you fiippofe,^ 
V . 6 that> 
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that, al hi$ return, a young mas ^ his &flifo(i 
and coi^qiioiice w^I 4ir«(% his vk^ws, aft le^ 1m 
honourable vieivs, to a ghrl in your fituatioa i'* 

<^ This is too niHich P' fatd Roiuu^ fiimg to 
the foul by this infulting harangue* 

<* I fliQuld not fp^ak thus plainly, [returned 
Titzofborne,) did not the exigency of the occa- 
fion require it. The profpeil of independence 
and aiEuence, which Mr. Nettleby*s difinterefted 
offers unfold to jrour view, ought not to be re- 
jedled without the ifhoft impartial conilderation*— 
He is old and ugly it is true,, but, with a plentiful 
fortune, a pretty woman may contrive to Vecom* 
penfe herfelf for thefe difad vantages. I have taught 
him to expe£l to find in you a fubnwjffive do- 
meftic animal, that will run tame about his houfe^ 
keep his keys^ watch his fervants, and lave him 
the expence of keeping a houfekeeper ; but, when 
you are married to him, you will be a confounded 
fool if you del)ar yaurfelf from any gratification 
to which your wiOies may incline y,ou> ia com- 
pliance with his abfurd whims* The old block-^ 
head deferves to have his heart broken to punifli 
him for his folly ; and» if you do not do that job. 
for him, I devoutly hope fome other woman will,** 

•^Goo4 
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« Good Heaven ! (faid Rofina,) and is it realfy 

poifible that you can wifli me to form an union on 

fuch an execrable plan ?'* 
■ - * 

' <« Child, child, (returned FitzofBorne,) you arc 
a novice, fimpte^ untaught, and ignorant. Loot: 
into the world, and, fince you. have no experience 
of your own, at leaft have docility to learn wif? 
doni from the example of others. Whence pro- 
ceed all the mifmatched marriages we daily be- 
hold, but from intereft ? Fron^ what other mo- 
tive are girls, blooming and beautiful, fcarce 
rifing to womanhood, deftined to the withered 
arms of old hoary dotards? Why elfe is fb fre- 
quently formed that ft ill more unnatural and dif- 
gufting conjunftion between the beardlefs trip- 
ling and the autumnal beldam ? — intereil on one 
fide, and infatuation on the other. Intereft is the 
great ftimulus of fpcial life, the vivifying princi- 
ple which gives energy to every exertion of ge- 
nius^ every effort of what men caU virtAie !" 

** Virtue !** repeated Rofina» 

« Yesy bring it to the teft. Would the foldier 
purfiie a fhining phantom of unfubftantial honour 
through fcenes of danger and difmay, of carnage 

and 
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and deftruAion, were he to reap no (poll in tke 
field of glory but the unprofitable laurel ? Wheit' 
the churchman beholds the mitre juft hovering in 
his view, though yet beyond hi^ grafp^ hoW^ vo- 
ciferoufly docs he declaim on the deformity of 
vice ! how enthufiaftic the reverence he exprefleir 
for the charms of virtue ! Let the mitre drop 
on his head, his Hps become fealed as if by a ta- 
lifman. Whiifl: he Idls in the voluptUcilis apathy^ 
of ftate, virtue may beopprefty vice maytriumph^^ 
it 'matters not to him; his eloquence has attained 
its purpofed point, • — the mitre is on his head. 
When you hear the parliamentary orator thunder- 
ing out his patriotic declamiation^ and^ in a ftraitf 
of prophetip lamentation^ bewailiii>g the calamit/ 
of his devoted country^, do you imagine him toc. 
be really aSe£led by thofe calamities, chiefly i ma* 
ginary, and enumerated in the view of difplaying 
bis oratorical abilities, exciting tumults amongft 
the popukce, attra<^ing the attention of the higher 
^powers, and ultimately of rendering himfelf of 
confequence to be bought oiF I Purfue this illu* 
£ve femblance of virtue, which, dazzles with un-« 
real ^lendory trace it through every department 
of lifcy and you will find it equally empty and vi* 
fionary^ia all. See, I throw, new lights on your 
mind ; I fl^ip the wartd of its borrowed hues, and 
5 difplay 
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dl^Jajr it to your view in its «alive coloiim la^ 
tcrcft IS thf ^pcimum mobije of every thkig, and 
the wcxms^ who has lUnderftamlittg WiUl ^oolnfiilt 
her bead in the choice ef a )ui(bAnd) thougli ike 
may iufier l^er heatft to^ dk^ ter ta tfalit tsf a 
lover.'* 

, Rofina for . t time {it filent^ and Fit&ofboriie 
£inciGd he had (baleen her refolutLon, when^ rai- 
i^ig her^ei'es. to him with a vaM and fteady airy 
ihe thus rqilied. 

<< If tny words cotdd do jitftice to my feeitngs, I 
ooidd fay iOiuchf very much> in oppofitioa to that 
ialfe and fiKtial cafuiilry invented to xnflead the 
JMdgmenty and warp the integrity* of nasdcind.--* 
fittt I am i^orant of the art of rhetmc, and my 
}^tt affe few.; yet I taruft they ace fufficknt to 
guide line in the orij path 1 wifii to tread, the hroad 
and opett way of moral nsiSUtude^ wiiich noae ca^ 
ever mils who wi(h to find it. 111^ indeed, would 
Kbecome^he friendlefs orphan> the chitd of tala- 
mity, to defiy the cxiftcnc« of the |>rinciple to 
which &e is indebted for every thing that is va** 
knbk) and every thing th^at is dear* Arewetc^ 
litppofethat virtue is^anmhila^becaufe a .phan«* 
torn uiiu-ps her tide in 4bciecy ? or, rather, does 

not 



uat that [^Mintoiiij iike other ^fliadaws, zkertsAA 
ti^ .reality of the ^uft)il^uM;ei -Oil 4 the J23adn€& 
^ reafonif^ pn^e^ <^te dsdiiute rthe re^kf of ^that 
only pernianent snnd XubftBtxtrisJ pria<|iple which 
iball jurvi^ d^e deyaftatlaQS of tune^ f< the wxecic 
of matter, and the ^r^iih pf wocl^.'' Th^s 
heathen fages, and you will allow xhem mtdaa^^ 
enamoured of the charms of virtue, adored her 
Jovely ibna witlxA Jonc^iUhufuim,. even w^n.ihe 
jiev^aled to nheir view^o Ihiiiiqg vifions pi. futu«e 
i>eatitude| nor exdteithair emulatiQa t^,profaiied 
crowniS xf £lory. To deny the exiiience of vir« 
Xm ds :to deqy the exiftence ^of «Go4i for "God is 
_ljoy V'-and iQveas v^tw^*' 

Her >cbeek was .ilu&e4 ^ Jbe ,4>oke)iVand hc^^ 
cyss prided with the.%«;of .the iacced ff«*^^^[><r 
ihe yaidicated. £ven JUt^olborne was itruck wiJt^ 
^be^jyreiffioa 4>f J&ex countenance andayrodiatp 

^ . ' . .. ' 

dependent, but my fpirit is not fo. I'wiU4««fe 
your houfe ; vexations and trials, poverty and for^ 
xow may lie myilot, <but qo|;if|a0ii9 in^rit)r fliall 
ii»pi^rt mte wider tben^ ; Md| evm ivhjsa tkp^^ds 
fadiet moft;h«ay%.iw«U3ftd m^^ 9^'t^y. of rfunfiyxis 
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ihall cheer the gloomy profpe^l, even the calm 
ibnfliine of the felf-fatisfied bofom. Reft con- 
tented then,— Roflna will rid you of her pre{!;nce ; 
be aiTured Qie is as little capable of wifhing to en- 
fnare the zWe&ion of your fon, as of impoiing on 
the credulity of the man of whom you call your- 
felf the friend." 

** You take tne too ferloufly, Rofina, (faid 
Fitzo(bome, whOj from certain politic motives 
of hi^ own, did not wifh at this period to. drive 
matters to extremity,) jrou might have perceived, 
that, in what I faid, I was more than half in jefi ; 
though I certainly think you will ftrongly evi- 
dence your good fenfe in endeavouring to recon- 
cile yourfelf to the idea of a connexion with Mr. 
Nettleby, who, nbtwithftanding a JFew oddities, 
is a very good fort of man. BeAdes, (continued 
'he virith a fmile,) you will have reafon to hope to 
be a rich young widow in a fhorttime, and, if 
He£tor fhould retain his penchant for you till that 
period, I ffaiall biaiVe no objedion to catling you my 
daughter." 

«« Neither on thofe, nor any other terms, (faid 
Rofina,} will I ever receive a title te ^at name. 
I wiih hot to force myfelf into ^ny family. I n^ver 

t experienced 
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experienced for your fon a fentiment which a fiftef 
might not feel for a favourite brother i — but be 
fatisfied, I will lea^ve your houfe, ahouft to which' 
1 have but one tie!" 

<< At the idea of t reparation from Mrs. Fitz* 
^{borne, Rofina burft into tears. 



CHAP. XXX. 



THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 



TH^ COURTSHIP OF AN OLD BATCH&LORt . 

MR. N^ttieby, who fufpeAed the nature of 
the converfatijon Mr. Fitzoftornc was en- 
g^ed in with Rofina, imagining that now he had 
allowed time, to his couiif<^ to (^pen the bufinefi 
aad make the firft motion, be could himfelf aidduce 

' : - argument^ 
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arguments more in point to the cafe than any ad- 
vocate whatever, enteted the room without cere- 
mony, and, perceiving Rofina in tears, inftead of 
l)eing exceedingly exhilerated \>y her unexpeflod 
good fortune, as he fuppofed he fhould find her, 
^he was ^uite alifcoaiflifid at fo mar^r^slku^a ^hfino- 
menon. , . - 1 j 

" Heyday! (cried he,) what is the meaning of 
all thi^ i I hqpe poor dear Mrs. Fitzofl)orne has 
not died fuddenly?^ 

« Rofina, Counfellor, (faid Mr. Fitzofbornc 
jroni<:ally,) is lb ^erwhclmed ivldi gratitude and 
joy at the unexpected honour you mean to con- 
fer on k^ ibM'teaj^^.hay^ /CpKc^d a pafii^e to her 
eyes." 

" Poor thing ! Well, I am glad to find it is no 
worfe. Why, to be fure, child, it is not every 
one "ttiat woiflS haVe the gcnerofity touiarryagirl 
without two pence at this time, when there are 
fiest^of jonag 3i«omen^h;h good'fokttuitestofte 
Jhad for afting. Biit, to (dotl icandiAy with yot, 
I have tal^n a fancy to jrou on the good report I 
have heard of jottr ibfariety and houfe#ifiMy^-«* 
Whea we are daarf led, yaaSaaH i9mtit fior tio4:Mi» 
ioctable Jieceilary ^ and I will moreover take ef- 
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pecial care to feCure you fuch a provifion as may 
enable, you to live in arefponfible manner; in cafe 
my demife (houlVI be prror'to your'^s, as may pof- 
fibly happen ; and, in return for thefe obligations, 
whicb Ipurpofe to confer on you-^/' 

«' Sir, (iaid Rodns^j wiping ofFher tears,) Mr. 
Fitzofborne has led you into an error ; the good 
qualities, on which you have been pleafed to 
found your effeem for me, are entirely imaginary, 
and^ .*' 

"No, no^ child ! (Interrupted the old* gentte- 
man,) my friend,, I am convinced, would not de- 
ceive nre in fo material a point; befides, your mo- 
defty confirms me in my opinion of your odier good 
capacities j fo, as I was tying -^ — •** 

. «Kut, Sirj— " laid Rofma. 

*< Pray hear mc. out, (Fnterrupted the olcf gen- 
tleman in his turn ;) 1 do not like thefe frequeht 
interruptions ; they favour tod much of ]t)quacity9 
a. fault whichy of all others, yoa ought moft carcr 
fully to guard againft, inailnuch as it has been^ 
time immemorial, the predominant foible, or, ra- 
ther, ruling paffion of your fex. A young woman 

wHl 
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will be much more likely to improve in know- 
ledge and underftanding, by attending to thecon- 
verfation of others, more e(pecially to that of per- 
fons of age and experience, than by liftening to 
their own filly and infignificant chatter, fo I beg 
you will grant me your ferious attention, "and the 
more fo, as the matters I have to ftatc ought to be 
well weighed and confidered.'* 

«^ Well, Sir,^faid Rofma,) I have done, and 
will hear you to the end.*' 

*« You would have done better had you done fo 
atfirft,.foi now you have broken the concatena- 
tion of my ideas with your filly interruptions; 
and, when the thread of an argument is thus fud- 
denly fnapt afunder, it is no eafy matter to refume 
the-clue. And, nov^r that we are on this fubje<9, 
it may not be amifs to inform you, that, what- 
ever topic may be ftarted in converfation, I ihall 
expe£t that you will liften to all the obfervations 
I may te inclined to make on It, without attempt- 
ing to interrupt me in ^ny mode whatever, either 
by remark, interrogatory, or otherwife. So now 
• to refume the points — Where was I ? I think I 
was faying, that, though I meant not to flint you 
in any nj?ceflary expence, 1 (hould expeft to fee 
you condudl my houfhold v^ith a fpirit of econo- 
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my and frugality ; not thinking yourfelf in any rc- 
fpciSl above ^oxir duty^ and more efpccially that 
moft important one of keeping a ftridl eye ov^r 
]/(our domefiics, for which laft article, I am happy 
tp bear that you have, as it were, a particular £a-: 
lent and natural inclination. 

^^ In rerpe£l to your drefs, I muft alfo indft on 
a total reformation* I fball be no eneh^y to your 
appearing in rich and reipec^ble attire, when oc- 
cafion may require it; the leis fo, as I have at 
prefent lying by me wherewith to furniih you a 
very handfome wardrobe. I have abundance of 
rich filks and coftly laces, which, with her other 
efFefls, devolved to me on the death of my mo- 
ther, and which I have carefully preferved, in the 
thought that at fome future peripd 1 might myfelf 
marry. I have alfo a precious fuit of point head- 
cloaths, a curious mini vre mantle, and a very va- 
luable gold watch, on which the ftory of Sufanna 
and the Elders,— -a ftory peculiarly adapted, to the 
confideration of young married women, is repre- 
fented in cap! tkl chafing. I am convinced it can-* 
not weigh lefs than fix or eight ounces, and, not 
being altogether fo large as a faucer, it is not 
greatly in the extreme of the prefent fafhion. — 
My m\)ther's cloaths I will fprthwitb put you in 

pofTeffion 



poffefficn of^ for, as: ffic was rather broaf and ffiort 
Ml her ftatuTc, and Aat you are calf mi Aim > 
feme alterations, ek^tngs*, and fa{hf0nablc garni - 
tttBCS, may poffiMf be requisite, whrch you wilt 
knovr infinrtely better hovrta* manage than I. As 
to your hair, I mutt infift onr your either having it 
(horn, or wearing it turned up under your dap, in 
9 fobcr and decent manner. I am rcaJfy quite 
(candaK^ed at the wantoff appearance and demean- 
our-cf the prcfent^ race of yoxmg wom:en. Yoa 
meet' them in all parts of the town^ notmovnTg 
along with a dfemure and decent pace, as becomes 
the modefty of virgins, but rtmning along^ flirt- 
ing and gigling, wrth their long tafls dangling 
down to their rumps, like fo many unbroken fil- 
lies; their harr frizzling about their eye-brows 
like Newfoiindland dogs^ and their heads as if 
thcy^were fhick upon pivots, twifting and twirling 
after every young fellow that comes in their way. 
A virtuous woman ought to be dtffinguifti«d from 
a courtesan no lefe by her drefs thanby her man- 
ners ; but, forry am I to fay it, the prefentfa^ 
ihionable tribe of females feem ambitiousr of le- 
velling every diftin£Hon. Some of them you 
meet in every public place,^alf powdered, and friz- 
zted, and feadfered out, writh robes whSch^ like 
thofe 6f Iris*, appear ttr be compoimdcd- of every 

different 



<3liFerent (iiie^ zn^ fori^ed of. clouds and cobwj^bs. 
Walk aft^r one of thenn^ and you will iipagine 
you purfue Ac ftcjps pf a gifl of fev^meen. , Let 
lier turn on ^pu/i|ddeijiljr, aqd ten to pne you are 
niQclc.e4 , with the I^trifyipg,iyifag^ of fopip old 
.wrinjclcd Meduf^, with her ihaky locks and Gor- 
don curls dangling about, her. old withered throt.- 
tle. Such fpeAacles are enough to realize the 
chimeras^ of the «inciei)t fji})^ujifi$, and tupn pne 
into ftone, in good earned, with aftonlflsment and 
horror. ; r-> „ ..-. - . ^ ' 

, f^ Others^ again, you will meet^ ftriding along 
in a drefs i^ore than femi-mafc^i^line, with To fierce 
.said ip^nacing an air, that one is glad to keep out 
of their way,, left they, fhould. be tempted, to exer- 
9^fe the canes ox hofifc whips they carry in, their 
Jhan^s^ Thefe modern Amaions already excel us 
in equef^rian exerciies, and woe betide us^ fhould 
they take it into their ^ie^,ds tp erjiulate our prow- 
efs in the gymnaftic. I muft confefs, I (hall hot 

jilfftr^i^ as, ifi.wer^i too. ^ much .to pbiervation; 
Jx^f^ if riding fliould be thpught necefjary for your 
health* I haye an excellent fure-footed mare aa 
any in the kingdom,^ th^at will carry double to ad- 
miration, and I will take you behind me on a 
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good pillion, which you vHH^ find to be an ex^r;* 
cirenole(s delegable than ddubrious; but^iowife 
of mifte fhaM ever be feen inouncid in a- gig^ 
whirling throtigh the ftrects with lier four p6nies, 
and triumphing ♦«' liie an Amazonian ([fulf,^ as 
Shakcfpeare exprcflfes it, attiidtt Ihc gazes of the 
populace, artd" thc^ cwlutions of her own vanity.'' 

^* Hive you it length done, Sir ?•* faid Rofinai 

Why, no, I have ftill divers particulars t6 
add i but I fliall content myfelf, for the prefenC, 
with tcHing you, that, when yoa arc Mrs. Net- 
tleby, I (hall ^xpeA you to renounce and difclalm 
not only the aboy^ mentioned^ But, iri'iJhe, all 
other 6fhionable fdllle$ and fopperies. ^ Anrf noW, 
child, I am willing to lifteh to whatevilr f6ix 
may have to advance, and wilt only caution yoa'tb 
avoid prolixity, which is a fbible in conveiiation 
my patience will not fiibtnit to^/* 

« Ybiir caution is unnecefl&fy, (faid^ Kofimi^) 
i Ytty few words will fuffice, which j had ybu 
vouchfifed to have heard them Iboner, W6uld have 
Cived you much expence of breath and rbetodc.^ 
Twill never beMrs, Nettleby*" J 

• She arofe as ibe fpoke, and left the rmtfu "' 
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r <V£h| (cried: the oU g«mlQmai\^}. what, dees 
the cWd twswi? ^^Jf I uudprfta^d h^x, aright^ Ihc 
f^^$ ^e will not tev/c ip^/' ;•,.::; 

' ,Mr. ]^'it£ofl»ori^e bad. ^cen.ci«ecdin|ly afln«fe4 
at the Cocejgojny converiatiotiy 4K>t onl]r oiv accoun^ 
oi th^ great novelty exbibked In Mr. Neulc|3j''at 
very uncommon ftyle of courtfliipy We alfo at 
the diftreft> impatience, and mortification of poor 
Rofina: ftill, however, entertaining Tome fiunt 
hope of betiii ing h eM»»4i»ftwp p > f 8 | h e f c folved> if 
poffible, (p inftigate the old gentleman to perle* 
vere in his fuit. 

<^ Eh! (repeated7^ettleby,7 can you concehre 
hermcan^i^' ^ 

*vNot very eafily indeed, (rcfJied Fitzofbori^^^ 
it 18 true, Qie mentioned to me, before your cil- 
^ranc^j fomp firange and unaccountable fbrebo;? 
4k%8 and prefemiments ihe had, that <he fhould 
Bever be your wife, and then fhe burft into thsit 
flood of tears in wiiich you> furprifed heF/** . , 

"The fiMy chicken, k that all ! I fuppofe ftr 

tias had feme iU-boding dceam.. Thef^; weak cre;a^ 

lures •«:€ iiib}^£t by Aature to whin^ical fi^itafies 
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anrf^fiip^rftitkms rtutj fftha^bc all, we i&all 
foon fet matters Wtightt.— 1 im^ rtitghtily furpfi^ 
(cd that I do not get a lettei' ttotA I^Tofrisl * I inft 
convinced it is high time to flir^ in th^t caufcy 

Chritire W/«j 'aiiB': ' 'Bur;theie7^"^^^' -^^^ "'"^ 
negligent, "it is hard for a man "to be obliged U> 
truft liiis^Drojpefty in fuch iaiids J' " ' 
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THE NARRATIVE CONTlNtwibl**'' * ^^* 

ROSINA, mean time, with a heart Burftmg 
wrth grfef, vexation, and indignatibn, the 

moment flie left the'gentleriieni had'ruftifed'int'i 
the garden. ' She flew dov^n the moft retired atfey, 
her eyes-ffreaming v^ith tears, arid her hands clafp- 
ed together, when, on hearing a fiidden exclama- 
tion of furprife and pity, (he turned, and beheld 
Auftin, the gardener, ftanding at tKe corner 
of one of the vtralks^ 'This good old man* had 
been the hulband of Rdfina^s iiuffe'j Mr^i^drti- 

mcr> 



ner» fiMe time before her <]eadi, fa^drecooi^ 
mended.tbis h^neftaad&khfiil CQUfk £> ftretm* 
euily^to the protection of Mr& Fiizoa>oi:ne^lba^ 
"when fhe removed Rofina to Ireland,, fhe took 
lIuftA b4di 1^0 her^WB ierv4ce ; th^ Vfo^^ji^d 
]^en^flMMi)E years daad, but-Aufttn, vho&4i%enc<^ 
atid Sohrkty bbd excaedii^ly recommended him to> 
nil die lamUy,. fiiU ^coatimied to o%Iate ^ Mxi. 
£itQio&om^'6 l^g^fdene^lCr 

. Rofin^f^ ii»^ had .recei^^d rtrf. esujf le^^ 0911 
ibe ^mvecfal «^^ality. of. manlund>. and been, 
taught fi^>m her infancy to think that inlruific 
:iv<^r& ci)nfiEf red the tsaefttitl^ to <^eemgi«aiw^^*r 
affedioiiatJBly.diftingui&dd. .her old fo&Qfvfatboq^. 
^hO| J«om her childhood) b^d treated her wkh the 
ii^ndm&of a^p^nenV. wk^ with the reifif^ dni^ 
to a fidgerior:^ and her filial regard,, and friendljr: 
iamiiiaritjr, had ibwon t^on his feelings* . thai;> , 
lisvrng .no tshiUceci^ of hlfif own, j(be vms ittcoom^ 
4he djsareft otase&.»f ihe ifrarmattachmeolt of, his 
honeft heart.. : • : . ^ 

Rofina^ too mtich agitated' to <^mmand her: 
'feelings,. rufhed ^ycM.Auftin without fpeaking ^ . 
^and, . when fhe ^gun to the end of the. wailc^ 'caffing 
her eyes backwardsj.ihe faw Mm ftanding in th^ 
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bmc pkc€) loolimg^ftef her, for his re^ie^ rea- 
prefTed the wdrm emotions of his heart, and de- 
tailed him at a diftahce^ -> 

^ ' R^tia^ in the indignation 'and* anguUh of her 
foul, formed' a Jc?nd *i)f vague determination to 
quit the houfe of theperfon who^had fo grofsl; 
infulted her ; but-fhekilew Mrs. Fitzofborne- toe 
well to entertain a hope of her concurrence with 
this meafure ; it was true, (he might clandeilinely 
withdraw herfilF from the prot^Sfibn of her-bc- 
fiefaftrefs, bat whither Was fhe to go^ or who was 
to receive- her ? She formed a thoufand chimeri* 
^1 plans, but, immediately fenfiMe of their ex- 
tfaVagahtf y: (be as inflantly renouiiced> them. -— 
Perplestedf elt(lr^i&d| embarrafled, one moment 
(he ainioftr'efolved never rafore to fifee Fitzofborno, 
and the next fhed fk)ods of lear^ at the idea of bo- 
i«l» fep^rated from h^r friend^ recolleding at 
ton-^th^hat Mrs. Fkaofborne- would be uneaUy and 
alarmed 'at her lon^ abfence, £he endeavoured tp 
compofe herfclf, and returned to the houTo. 

tOn entering the chamber of her friend j. (he 
found Mr* Fitzofborne with, her, a circMmlbnoe 
not very ufual j they appeared tq.be in very earneft 
convcrfiition, and Rofina was turning, tp withdraw, 
'\yhen Mr. Fitzofborne defired her to enter. 

6 ««.Our 



K o s r N i%. 97^ 

' «< Our dHcourfe related to you, Mift Mortimer^ 
((aid hey) ami I hs^vt no objection to r^peatjing ia 
jrour pretence all that I have alread)| hid jl^jMrs» 
Fkzofbome.. Ihaveiaformed her rof your abAird 
sre}e£lionof Mr- Nettleby's propolals^ aiidlhkve 
aUb acc^uainted her mth my determinatiofl,^ no 
linger to (uffer a peribato^remain in my boufev 
whofe prefence is likely to be infertile fource of di(^ 
turbance,animo(ity, and difunion,. amongft my-^ 
felf and my fittnUy J"" ' « 

<^ You are undbubtecfly mailer, of yoMt own 
houfe. Sir, (faidMrs. Fitzofborne,) and have a 
nght to cboofethe perfonsyot^ admit into; It,, or 
fuffer to remain in it« Roiina 0iaU quit it fhis ven 
xy nightf if you require it,r-bAU not alone j for 
(he has at leaft one friend' who will never de&rt 
nor abandon her ; and bleft be the memory of the 
father who left it in my power to manifeft my 
tendernefe for anoppseiled orphan by moree&c- 
tual exertions of benevolence than the fruitlefs e£p 
iufions of fyonpathy and pity. Rofina is my child 
in every dear and tender fenfe,— the child of my 
heart, the daughter of my adoption ; bequeathed 
to- me if) infancy,, by an expiring friend,^ and en* 
deared to my foul by every obb'gation of humani^- 
ty> every tie of honour i and,, though you may 

drive 



#7» m&^tKM 

drive Iter from beiieath yoor roof, &t flail fSXB 
IrontsTHie tb be {H^i^tedcd bf mint. Iti- r&f\^6t. t^ 
die future ^eftalAifemftnt of my: Ibny.Iiknoifir our 
Viei««»ti>^4)e Widely MMRreem. .-Qn this spaint jwu. 
fttid Me' have Mi^liidifputAle right to c^^ 
«wn "wiflies* M51 foni, I ikaow^ Wxmld gbuUy ac- 
i)«ielee in myTiewsi; htsideaslK)wevcarinay.«ltec», 
tet toy Aeiermt^iatiDn it ancibuigeaUc.'*^ 



<< Andv ppay^ (faid Mr. FiftzoflsOrnry)' wlnt 
is this unchangeable refoUition. which. y:ou have- 
formed in yoor great wifiloiaif* 

^ ^ Tht daitghcer of my adoption . (|«plitd Mrs.. 
Yitzt^orne) fliaU h€ ^^ lohemor of my^ fot^ 
tone :. lind> theni H yOw can, for )^Hr fon, Xs 
ticber> afairer, or a lovelier,. bride than Rofina 
Mortimer r* ^ 

<* Mr. Fittbfbortie flood petrified at this deela* 
ration, whilft Rofma, flying to her fetend^^and^ 
throwing her arms arottnd :her>. Y^hijib iht iunk at. 
ber knees, exclahnedy 

w O my friend, my beneftflrefaf f you ov&^ 
fewer me. :-*-this is too much I'* 

<^-No6: 
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" Not one jot too much ! ' (retui-hed "Mrsm 
Fifzotborne,' iifiping 6lF Rofiria*^ tears" iis' ibe 
fpokc.) My love, my fweet Rofiria, t hiave bom 
you in my bofom like a gem of precious value, in 
the fond expectation of one day transferring you 
to that of my fon ; of feeing your beauty and ac- 
quirements refle£l: a luftre on his name, and th^ 
intrinfic lovelinefs of your mind enfure the feli- 
city of his life; and I will yet flatter myfelf 
that my wifhes may be accomplifbed. — At all 
events, my Roiina fhall neither be driven an un- 
protected orphan into a mercenary and misjudg- 
ing wrorld, nor forced to take refuge in the arms 
of decrepitude and abfurdity. — So now. Sir, that 
you are acquainted with my refolution, what have 
} ou to oppofe to it ?'* 

Mr. Fitzofborne, knowmg *the" character of 
the perfon he had to deal with, had wiflied and 
intended to reitrain his temper during^this con<« 
tefl, well afTured that anger and violence would 
ferve but to irritate his lady to more obfti- 
nate oppofition. Now, however, provoked be- 
yond endurance at this decided refolution, which 
he was convinced £he wanted not conftancy ta 
adhere to, his indignation burft out into execra- 
tions, menaces, and reproaches, to which Mrs* 

Fitzofl>orne^ 



Fi^dfborne liftened in fsknt lercnltyy wi)iULp(K)r 
Rc^fmai ^|)^{l^A$^ (^rrifi^j^ (jew from the Aoris^ 

■■■■. ;■ ,i : ■' ..< ■' v.- ,:. ,-■ ...■: V .• , ■: j. 
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